ou tired and sick of your life?
erything going Wwrong, and
thing going right? Boy oh boy, is
re a solution for you! Jesusinu©
the only way to set your life back
track and headed in the right
ection. 24 hour relief from any
bondage and ailment you might
encounter. Jesusinu© uses only
natural ingredients that can get you
ack on your feet in no time flat. Use
nly as directed. May cause drowsi-
ess, sleep deprivation, and/or
oxual side-effects. Contact a Pastor
see if Jesusinu® is right for you.

stributed by God Marketing Inc.

old at your local Church

©2003 GMI All rights reserv
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Views expressed in the Crusader do not necessarily reflect the

opinions of the Crusader staff, Student Government Association,

or the institution of Northwest Nazarene University.

“Preach the gospel at all

times. [f necessary use
words.”

I am a sucker for advertising.
When a commercial promises that
I will be able to “shave less often,”
“have shinier hair” or “whiter
teeth in two weeks,” I believe.
Combine all of that with some cute
packaging and I am sold.

I guess that is the wonder of
capitalism at work: I buy more,
they make more. They make
millions and I have hair-free legs,
hair like silk and a brilliant smile
— hmmm, maybe not.

But nonetheless, this works,
because Americans are always

~ looking for a quick fix. And .
spirituality is no exception to the
rule. Give us a catchy slogan and
we even buy into church. Have we
taken this too far? Should salvation
be an ad campaign? Is there a line
to be drawn between sharing the
gospel and selling it?

A

Alison Brown
Managing Editor
acbrown@nnu.edu
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By Bethany Kuykendall Photo by
Stephanie Pape This last weekend
was an important weekend in the life
NNU. Several ministries groups broke
- outand went into the
share the love of Chri
starting po tto '

“For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, |

was thirsty and you gave me 15 Canintell 1 aet
something to drink, I was “jrthie Hope Hous; iy
a stranger and you invited "pasﬂwo years, shared what
me in...I tell you the truth, T ;e
whatever you did for the least
of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.” Matthew
35&40

message, playing wi
- and visiting elderly in

faith in camp S

By Noelle West This past summer have enough to give the kids. As
caused my attention span to decline, the summer progressed I learned
my maturity to decrease, my desire that in fact I did not have enough,
to raise children to disappear, and but I knew someone who did. By
my faith and trust in God to grow giving them the knowledge of
immensely. I had an amazing Christ’s love, I knew they had more
opportunity to be a camp counselor than enough to make it in life. It
through The Salvation Army for was never about me or how much
kids from difficult homes. Many of I did. It was all about Christ. At
the campers had more challenging camp, even when I fell asleep and
lives then I could ever imagine. They drooled all over the carpet while
suffer from abuse, neglect, drugs, singing the girls to sleep, God
rape, abandonment, and have often worked. When I was sick and
been put in foster homes. I learned could barely hear myself think, God
about Christ’s love for others and worked. When I was frustrated
how I could be a part of showing and was at the end of my patience
that love. God loved every camper from the “why” question game,
no matter how angelic or unruly, and God worked. I’'m still learning
it was His unconditional love that that God’s plan does not depend -
encouraged and taught me to love on our perfection. We are called to
every camper in the same way. take part in His plan through our
Going into the summer, I was obedience. In my weakness and
scared that I would not be enough or inadequacy God was strong.
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By Andrew Kerr So this is just another testimony. A lot of people think that
a teStIMOny is a story about how a person “got saved,” but a testimony
is an act or statement testifying to the validity or WOI'lI1 of something, el
in this case, someone. The StOry of how | got saved, or when | began ___ So if Christ | es

to trust in God, is no longer of worth to n’ie because the story has  e:™ You have died to your:

moved beyond that pOINt. What is of value now, is how GOQ " die for you. The Bipje

ing.me, and how the relationship between He and | is o words Christ
S

0 O}

among them

Nality, and like

any relationship, the bond between

Him and us changes, either to a better

and deeper relationship, or to a falling

out. If you never spent time with someone,

the relationship between you and that pe€rson

would never start and you would never form

a friendship. Or if you used to spend time with

someone, and then stopped, the relationship
would sOOn dwindle and die. If you truly lik

Christians are made alive in Christ, and are not savéd

someone, you would want to put forth effort so 0 do (gg:ghg»;%?k?’ﬁ’") by go%d W‘kaﬁ,t but they are created in
i i » . The more 1 person spe
st ooty v vou, ot oot AR the Bile, and talking about decper hings than the ways of e
simply not putting forth effort, or spending : Id, ymore a person will like and love the one and only God with

whom he/she communicates. The more a erson loves God, the
he/she will become like God, and the mo:)e they will lovgd;ttlzew’:?l:e
- to help other people. Being a ChriStian is the very anti-thesis to
% selfishness; A Christian dies to self, and lives like Christ. However.
% lwn_ng like Christ is only made possible with the help of Chris’t
¢ H_lmself. Humans: can not live like Jesus on their own power. Th
% is what “accepting Jesus” means- realizing that :
on your own power, and allowing

any time with a God that we claim to love?

And how can we claim to love a God that we

ruly kNOW because we hQve Bot
ime in getting to know HIIM ¢

of distractions to take our
m God. Or is it that we have placCed
orld and its distractions higher on the priority
list than our relationship with God? If we claim
to be a Christian, what does that mean? Does
that mean that we go to church and believe

in God? In Galatians 2 it says,

do something. No
you are at in your relationship with Him, there
is more that you can do. If you do not pray or read the
Bible give it a shot, but do not do it as a chore, do it
i & because you want to have a closer relationship with the very
th Ch.. p e:° being that created you. If you live for yourself €Veryday, try living
as Christ would, and be others-foCused for a day (or even an hour).
If you love music, or movies, give them up for a while to devote more
time to God.

«| have been C’Uciﬁe

-
-
o
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=
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wefar | run,

e is farther. For there are no bounds'to'the depths of
everlasting. There is no limit to the God who is. Like a friend who *
ever gets old, like a father who never falters. Our re|atIOnship
our frlendship ill never bore. O’ Godsin er, |

e your preserice, and ask tk
' teach m& more.
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Raising Questions About Evangelistic Advertising

By Tiana Clltl’ight So you are driving down the street, and you notice a church on
the other side of the road. You cast a casual glance over the scene. Nice building, grassy
lawn, cozy parking lot. Suddenly the church sign catches your eye. Name of church,
name of pastor, meeting times...looks okay. Then you realize there is a statement tacked
up there too: »

“Without the bread of life, you’re toast!”

Jesusinu

What impression are you left with?\

-

Witty slogans and catch phrases are certainly ubiquitous in our
advertisement-saturated world. But do these silly comments and
puns have a place in the public expression of the Christian faith?
Dallas Willard said in his book, The Divine Conspiracy, that the
name of the game these days is “be cute or die.” “Cute” is indeed
everywhere. We see “cute” on billboards that read, “Don’t make
me come down there. —God.” We see “cute” parodies of common
advertising slogans on our Christian T-shirts. We put “cute”
sayings on our church signs. Sayings like “Searching for a new
look? Have your faith lifted here!”

It could be argued that presenting Christianity in the same
trappings as any typical consumer good cheapens the Christian
faith and dishonors God Himself. The sense of God’s majesty is
certainly missing from statements like, “What Part of “Thou Shalt
Not...” Didn’t You Understand? —God.” “How will you spend
eternity -- Smoking or Non-smoking?” implies that heaven and
hell are equal options, humorously trivializing the concepts of the
afterlife with a comic strip-style witticism. But of course, this is
acceptable in advertising. We can say anything, making any claim
at all, so long as it sells our product.

The product that the American Christian culture seeks to
sell today is conversion. Get people in the churches. Get people
to “buy” the whole Jesus thing. Convince people to risk an
investment of time and self in the version of spiritual renewal
that Christian churches offer. Make the American Christian life
attractive to a people who are trained to be consumers. From this

Highway Evangelism
Churches do recognize that ad tactics are just tools—hence, the
display of portions of Scripture on signs and billboards, instead of
slogans exclusively. Proclaiming the word of God in letters
large enough to be read by commuters on the freeway is a
great way to share the treasures of Scripture. The medium
is familiar to passersby and the Bible verses are pertinent.
Oh, but are the Bible verses pertinent? There is only
so much text that will fit on any sign. If the sign does
not spout a slogan, what is it spouting? It has to be a
short verse, or only part of one. John 3:16 is an old
standby. Or “I will cry unto God most high; unto God
that performeth all things for me. Psalms 57:2” might -
fit the available space. Or maybe “And I looked, and
behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was
Death, and Hell followed with him. Revelation 6:
8a.” Perhaps something from Genesis: “So God made
man in his own image, in the image of God created he

AR ER S 2 MR o o RS s

Posted Slogans and Toasted Sinners

perspective, snapshot slogans market the implied invitation to
join “Club Christ,” one of many spiritual subcultures in a fiercely
competitive market for people’s souls.

Another perspective on this issue, however, applauds the
“trappings” as a means to get the Christian message out: churches §
are still open for business, God is still alive and well, and Jesus
saves! Ads and slogans are what our culture is accustomed to,
so this is the perfect way to make the gospel message accessible
to everyone.

It is very important to keep Christianity public, and to
present a light-hearted face to the people around us. The
billboards, the signs and the T-shirts let people outside the
Christian community know that the modern followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ are not all “doom and gloom.” We are just
regular people with regular lives. We wear T-shirts and make
jokes and still manage to be God’s people.

These public expressions also serve to encourage
Christians. We are the insiders, and the funnies make us
smile because we know the truths behind them. We can
laugh at ourselves a little and enjoy the fact that God too
seems to have a remarkable sense of humor. Furthermore,
we have alternatives to promoting the products of big
companies. We can wear our own slogan-slathered attire
to promote the reality of Christ, the King of kings, who
redeems anyone who comes to Him. This is putting
common advertising to holy use.

him... Genesis 1:27a.” Sometimes, there is no indication at all

that there is only part of a verse being quoted. Sometimes

R we will see only one part of a proverb, or one phrase

i from a psalm. Pretty language, obviously from the
Bible, but very chopped up and served out hastily to
busy folks who drive by.

This would seem to be an act of placing Scripture
in a setting where it is apt to become just another part
of the mental noise we all experience in the midst of all
the other billboards and yard sale signs. There is no one Scripture. But if Chri
to teach or interpret the Bible verse, no one to follow up there, and available fo
} with the readers, and no personal connection. Furthermore, people we may never :
if the verse of the day is badly chosen, or inapplicable, or regardless of the mess
undecipherable or out of context, surely the words simply into people’s heads. C
make people roll their eyes in disgust—if that. God makes it through

However, simply criticizing the text in terms of the intended by the message of a hi
readers leaves out a very important aspect of the Christian use of its price. Right?

The ordinary hu

highway signs. We tn
level, where we humai
paper, or electric, or el




e
s
»

1an body

 that the Holy Spirit works at the individual
cannot. Maybe the signs, whether printed
tronic display, provide limited access to
ans post the word of God up there, it is

he Holy Spirit to use in the lives of other
Fual]y meet. The goal of all advertising,

e, is to get a particular chunk of information
ristians can be glad when information .about
'someone’s heart. Just one person touched
way sign would make the sign well worth

Change your heart from

black to white

in just 7 easy steps

Tee Shirt Trends

It seems like everyone pays to make some kind of statement these
days. We like to wear our statements on our very clothing. The

very presence or absence of visible brand names on clothes makes
a statement about what class we seek to belong to, what our tastes
and personalities are, how we see the world, what we want to say.

Shirts with religious messages identify the wearers as members of .

a certain group, and advertise the wearers’ beliefs.

T-shirts are like bumper stickers. They interject someone
else’s thought into your day. Christian thoughts can be
enlightening or annoying. A shirt with the name of God in
Hebrew printed on the front and, “When the world says ‘No
way!’...Yahweh!” on the back, certainly makes a point, but only
if the reader recognizes Hebrew letters and words. Other shirts
parody corporate advertisers’ campaigns and make us look twice
(Got Life?). People tend to enjoy a good parody. It is clever. Itis
cute. It is amusing. And a parody on a Tee helps us categorize the
people around us.

But back to shirts. Everyone who sees a person in a
Christian shirt is exposed to the message. But isn’t this medium
just a little too attached to personal decoration to effectively
communicate the gospel?

That would probably depend on the person who is
wearing the shirt.

20 Tablets

Questions or Comments
about Jesusinu©?

Call 1-800-SELL-GOD or visit
www.let’s-market-god.com

Concluding Challenge

No advertisement ever lives up to the product it promotes.
Either the ad is inferior to the product, or the product is
inferior to the ad. One would hope that when it comes to
spiritual things, the former condition is true. Unfortunately,
most of us are over-exposed to the latter situation. In the
end, we have to ask, “Are signs and slogans at all valuable in
our efforts to tell the world about Jesus?”

As has hopefully been demonstrated here, there is no
right answer to that question. Sure, we “turn off” a lot of
people when we use this outreach strategy. Yes, there is
always the danger of enjoying our own Christian cleverness
so much that we end up making signs for the sake of
having funny, churchy, signs. Certainly, keeping Christian
sentiments public can get costly in terms of both money and
social image. It is an interesting balancing act, this being in
the world, but not of the world.

As we see and make use of the slogans and the signs,
let us take the advertising one step further. Church ads, T-
shirts, and Bible billboards are great conversation-starters.
If we talk with the people around us about the messages that
bombard us. We need to communicate our understanding of
the world and use our Christian ads—or even our criticism of
them—as entry points into dialogues and relationships. Ask
a lot of questions. Encourage the people around you to do
the same.

The choice to “buy” is an individual one, but
consideration of the choice is a social process. Who will be
impacted by my possession of this product? How will others
respond to me when they see I have acquired this item?
What good will come from buying this thing? How will I
benefit from investing my personal resources in it?

Directions

m adults and children 12 years and over:
1 or 2 tablets every 7 hours, not more than 12
tablets in 24 hours.

m children under 12 years of age: ask a pastor

©2003 Distributed by God’s Marketing Inc.,
Nampa ID 83686 USA. All rights reserved.
Jesusinu® is a registered trademark of GMI Corp.
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Jy Kevin Lambert Jonathan
Southworth Ritter, award-
winning actor of Three s
Company and 8 Simple Rules
for Dating My Teenage
Daughter, died on
Thursday, September
11th, four days before
his 55th birthday.

He became ill on the

set, suffering from an
unrecognized tear in the
aorta, and was taken to

a hospital, where he died
shortly after 10:00 PM.
He is remembered by his
wife of two years, Amy,
and his children, Jason,

while guest starring on T.V. shows such as The Love Boat
and M. A.S.H. His “claim to fame” came when the
producers of Three'’s Company approached him and
asked him to be the lead role. He accepted, and was
eventually given a Golden Globe Award for Best
Actor in a series. He has continued to guest star in
multiple T.V. shows and act in over 70 television
movies. In 1984, he started his own production
company that produced a T.V. series starring
actress Jamie Lee Curtis. He also produced
his own T.V. series, Hooperman, through his
company.
He also has starred in instructional
videos such as Natural Childbirth and The
American Red Cross Emergency Test. His
voice was also in demand for narrating
several audio books.

In the nineties, his career continued

to blossom, as did his family life. He
married for a second time, and had a
baby daughter, Stella, while starring in
several more T.V. movies. His last great
work was the creation of the T.V. series,

8 Simple Rules for Dating My Daughter.
The series won an award for Favorite New

Carly, Tyler, and Stella.
John’s father was a
country singer by the name
of Tex Ritter, and did not want
an actor for a son. He was
relieved to see his firstborn,
Tom, become a lawyer, and

see John study psychology and
architecture at the University of
Southern California. However, a
girl, to whom John was attracted,
convinced him to take a drama class
in college, and John found a natural
talent for it. He changed his major,
and began his acting career. His father,

although disappointed, gave John his best

wishes when exposed to his son’s vast
talent.

Shortly out of college,
John appeared in several
theatre performances
in Scotland,

Holland, and
England,

By Christin Runkle 1t’s not
often that a group can evoke any kind
of emotion with their music, but the
Innocence Mission have done just that
with their breathtaking new release,
Befriended. It is impossible to listen to
this CD and not feel something, whether
it be sadness or joy. I, for one, have
never been so affected by the beauty
of an album. Simply put, this CD is
gorgeous.

The Innocence Mission is a trio
comprised of husband and wife Don
and Karen Peris (guitarist and vocalist,
respectively) and bass player Mike
Bitts. As their name might suggest,
Innocence Mission is a Christian

(specifically Catholic) band. Instead of
being overtly so, their faith is a little
more under the surface. However, they
have an unquestionably Christian aura,
with lyrics like, “Oh, be the music in my
head, the air around my bed. Replace
the small disgraces of the times and
places that I never really left.”
Befriended is a down-tempo,
introspective folk album which drifts
along like a lazy summer afternoon
in the countryside. The ten songs on
Befriended are nothing if not simple.
For the most part, Karen’s expressive
vocals are paired with Don’s acoustic
guitar, with the occasional piano and
cello thrown in for good measure. This

pefriended is like coming home

makes for a purity lacking in most of
today’s woefully over-produced music.
The CD begins with “Tomorrow on
the Runway,” one of the most stunning
tracks of the disc. “When Mac Was
Swimming” has a distinctly bossa
nova feel, almost reminiscent of Burt
Bacharach. Don and Karen harmonize
intimately on “Look for Me” and
“Martha Avenue Love Song.” “I Never
Knew You From the Sun,” with its
haunting piano refrain, and “One for
Sorrow, Two for Joy” are two of the
more moving pieces on the disc. In

each song, Karen’s voice is child-like .

and delicate yet boldly confident. Her

- style is vaguely similar to Leigh Nash

Comedy Series in 2003 at the People’s
Choice Award.

John Ritter was an incredible comedian
who many of us might be able to relate to as a

person. Though he never possessed a multi-
million dollar contract for America’s biggest

movie, he still worked hard and used his
natural talent stupendously. His comedic

acting will be greatly missed on our
small screens.

(Sixpence None the Richer) or even
Yoko Ono, but, ultimately, she defies
description. Don’s guitar is elegantly
austere. The two complement each other
superbly.

Befriended is surely one of
the most poignant and extraordinary
albums of the year. With each listen,
the disc becomes infinitely more
enjoyable. With seven previous albums
in their catalog, the Innocence Mission
is a band definitely worthy of a listen.
Discovering the nearly flawless
Befriended is like coming home.
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cheap date o

Good Clean Fun in Boise (Very Clean!)

By Kandice Gingrich

In college life, when it comes to dates, ingenuity K
counts. Being stuck in the same area for four years,

the usual venues of the Nampa Reel, Edwards, and
Pickle Butte quickly lose their charm. As always, the
daring reporter Kandice Gingrich steps out into the great
unknown to bring you something new and exciting-
something that makes your date stop, look at you, and say
“Wow, you are a creative individual.”
Today’s destination: the Ladybug™Soapworks. Located
in downtown Boise, you can smell this place before you
even step in the door. On the door, a large, painted ladybug
greets you and gives you a glimpse of what to expect
inside. When you step in, the first thing you notice are rows
upon rows of colorful soaps in all shapes and sizes. Sponges
covered in soap, bath fizzers, and soaps filled with pressed and
dried flowers fill the shelves. There is also a display that offers
body soap, shampoo, and lotion that you can scent just how you
would like. And while I write this, I can hear the men moan, “OH
NO! I have to go through this type of stuff to impress my girl?”” Not
to fear, this gets even more fun. The special feature at Ladybug is that
you get to make your own soap. For a mere $14.50 per person, you get
two small pots of liquid soap, 4 ounces in each. The employees there are very
helpful, and will walk you through the entire process. From there, it’s totally up
to you how the product turns out. The first step is color, where you mix and match
with red, yellow, green, and blue coloring, making your own colors for each pot. After
the color comes the scent. There are over twenty scents to choose from: pomegranate, lilac,
sugar cookie, cucumber, pine tree, woodsman, ice, jasmine, and many others. Next comes the choosing
of the molds, which can take quite a bit of time. There is a huge variety to choose from, with elaborate rubber molds of dolphins, dinosaurs, bears,
humans, and my particular favorite, the hedgehog. The solid molds are incredibly diverse, with many different sizes; there are shells, snowflakes,
stars, hearts, fish, frogs, and various geometric shapes.
The last thing, before you pour the soap in the molds, is to choose if you want different textures in your soap. You can pick from cornmeal,
apricot kernels, rosemary, and other different textures with a different amount of roughness. Then you can pour the soap into the different molds,
and depending on the type of the molds, you can get quite a few different shapes. After you pour the soap, you have about half an hour to
wander about and visit the shops downtown while your soap hardens.
After that, you get to come home after a full-length date (or event with your friends) with a bag full of your own soaps and the
wonderful knowledge that you had a fabulous time doing something new and fun. Ladybug Soapworks accommodates large
parties or small groups. It is always a smart idea to call ahead to make sure that the employees will be available to help you,
because you can get lost if you have never done it before. I would encourage anyone with a bit of adventure to try this
out. For the men, this is a great chance to prove that you are secure in your masculinity. Get out there and have a
great time.

Ladybug Soapworks 603 W. Main Boise, Idaho (208) 342-1523
Open Mon. — Sat. 10:00 — 5:00, Sun. 11:00 — 3:00
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who’s almighty?

By Lee
Schmelzenbach It
seems that Hollywood is
determined to throw its two cents
in on religion no matter what. Often
it’s satirical as in Dogma, or serious
as in Keeping the Faith, or they address
a specific part of religion as in Seven and
The Devil s Advocate. Bruce Almighty is truly
the closest, but not completely, portrayal of
what religion or even parts of Christian living
are. Jim Carey plays Bruce Nolan, a guy that is
down on his luck. As the plot progresses, though,
we learn that his luck is down because of what is
Bruce’s main focus in life is. Through a series of
twisted events, God, played by Morgan Freeman,
--whom Bruce has been challenging like Gideon in
a temper tantrum--finally gets Bruce’s attention and
grants him His powers. Bruce’s wacky acceptance
of those powers leads to a hilarious round of
events that brings Bruce to a startling conclusion
about life, what’s worth living for and what
free will is all about. Jim Carey’s natural quick
wit, Jennifer Aniston’s bright-new-world
attitude and a well-crafted script brings this
film to the top of Hollywood’s religious
exposés. You’ll laugh, you’ll cry and you
won’t agree with all of the religious
commentary, but Bruce Almighty is
a must see especially for those in
need of faith in Hollywood’s
abilities of religious
commentary.
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dedicated to bodie jones: ask him.

the grace of mr.

By Jenny Johnson I think one
of the most hilarious falls I have ever
seen, in my entire life, happened to Matt
Chitwood. It happened last year, during
fall, when the leaves had turned colors
and were falling. As I was walking to
the Ad building with Kristee Maier and
Jodi Stingle, we looked over to see Matt
Chitwood riding his bike across the
lawn in our direction. He passed us and
then dramatically turned back to wave at
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to exchange places, something tragic
happened. The yellow line on the floor
jumped up and tripped me. I went

from striding, in full glory, to watching
the shiny floor get closer as my face
plummeted toward it. It sounded like
two semis crashing when I hit the floor.
The noise echoed in the gym, and was
soon followed by hysterical laughter of
everyone present. I lay there praying
that the floor where I lay would become
a sink hole, but God had other ideas. I
siowly stood up, my face the color of
cherry tomatoes, and tried to show some
dignity as I checked into the game.
Needless to say, I got a lot of teasing
for that fall, and it will remain in my
memory forever, to humble me.

hittin’ the bench
By Tyler Moyer I was being

subbed out of a basketball game
toward the end of the fourthequarter.

in attendance. T
slap my hand w
roommate, at th
made sure to sit
down next to

leachers across the
into the ceiling as I fell back onto the
court floor. When I sat up and looked
around, I saw my friend laughing with
his hand still on my chair. As I looked
around, my embarrassment grew as I
saw my teammates, the coach, and the
crowd enjoying my misfortune.




