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FOREWORD

To all who compose the membership of the
Church of the Nazarene, the Bible is the Book
of books. It is the Word of God. It “contains all
truth necessary to faith and Christian living.”
It is the “revelation of the will of God con-
cerning us in all things necessary to our salva-
tion.” The knowledge and understanding of its
teachings, with conformity thereto, is the first
duty of all who profess faith in Christ.

Next to the Bible is the Manual of the
church. In many respects it is an interpreta-
tion of the Bible. Therefore it is the duty of all
who identify themselves with the Church of
the Nazarene to acquire a thorough knowledge
of the Manual and to live in harmony with its
doctrines, its rules of conduct, and its polity.

We make no claim of divine inspiration for
the Manual. We do, however, believe that its
doctrinal statements, its rules of conduct, and
its basic principles of government are a sacred
heritage which we have received from our
founders. Therefore we are bound by a deep
sense of loyalty to God, to truth, and to our
founders and leaders of the past to preserve
this our heritage inviolate for ourselves and
our posterity.

Some parts of our Manual have never been
changed. We believe they never should be.
Our doctrinal statements with a clear emphasis
on entire sanctification as a second work of
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4 FOREWORD

grace need no amendment. Our general and
special rules concisely and clearly set forth the
standards of conduct for our people. They need
no additions or subtractions. Our representa-
tive form of government, combining some
features of episcopacy and some of congrega-
tionalism, is as near the ideal as we can hope to
make it, and it is working well throughout our
beloved Zion. Constitutional rights of local
churches have been established and must be
preserved. Equal ministerial and lay represen-
tation in the General Assembly, the law-
making body of the church, is right in principle
and should never be compromised.

Within these broad outlines our adminis-
trative policies have developed. Changes have
been made by each General Assembly. Time
and experience have revealed some weakness
that has necessitated amendments. Points of
strength have been confirmed. We are a de-
nomination of comparatively recent origin. We
are growing and learning. This 1956 edition of
the Manual is the product of our best thought
and experience to date. Future General As-
semblies will make their contribution to its
development. We will welcome any improve-
ment in those parts that are admittedly subject
to change.

As a Board of General Superintendents we
gladly dedicate our leadership to the honest
interpretation of the doctrines and standards
herein contained, and the faithful preaching of
the same. We are united in the desire to con-
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form to the principles of government and
judicial administration set forth in this Manual.
We urge our preachers to familiarize them-
selves and their people with the essential ele-
ments of doctrine, practice, and government.
We believe the knowledge of these essentials
and obedience to them will promote the unity,
purity, and progress of the Church of the

Nazarene.
BoARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS,
Harpy C. PoweRrs
G. B. WiLLIAMSON
SAMUEL YouNG
D. I. VaANDERPOOL

Hucu C. BENNER
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PART 1
HISTORICAL STATEMENT



HISTORICAL STATEMENT

I. Near the close of the nineteenth century,
a movement for the spread and conservation of
scriptural holiness in organized church form
developed almost simultaneously in various
parts of the United States. This movement was
similar to the Wesleyan revival of the previous
century. The manifestation everywhere of a
spontaneous drawing in the unity of the Spirit
towards closer affiliation of those of like pre-
cious faith culminated finally in the organi-
zation of the Pentecostal Church of the
Nazarene.

The great impulse of this movement has been
the emphasis placed by the Scriptures upon the
fact that, in the atonement, Jesus Christ has
made provision, not only to save men from
their sins, but also to perfect them in love.

II. On May 12, 1886, a number of the breth-
ren in Providence, Rhode Island, interested in
promoting the Wesleyan doctrine and experi-
ence of entire sanctification, organized and held
weekly religious services, first in private
homes, but after a few months in a rented store
on Oxford Street. On January 16, 1887, a Sun-
day school was organized with ninety-five
members. On July 21, 1887, the People’s Evan-
gelical Church was organized with fifty-one
members, Rev. F. A. Hillery acting as pastor.
On November 25, 1888, the Mission Church,

15



16 HISTORY

Lynn, Massachusetts, was organized with Rev.
C. Howard Davis as pastor. On March 13 and
14, 1890, representatives from these churches
and other evangelical holiness organizations in
southern New England assembled at Rock,
Massachusetts, and organized the Central
Evangelical Holiness Association. Rev. W. C.
Ryder, pastor of the Independent Congrega-
tional Church of that place, was elected presi-
dent. Within the following year the Mission
Church, Malden, Massachusetts, the Emman-
uel Mission Church, North Attleboro, Massa-
chusetts, and the Bethany Mission Church,
Keene, New Hampshire, were organized.

In January, 1894, William Howard Hoople,
a businessman in New York City, founded a
mission in Brooklyn, which, in the following
May, was organized as an independent church
with a membership of thirty-two, and was
called the Utica Avenue Pentecostal Taber-
nacle. After a church edifice was erected, Mr.
Hoople was called to the pastorate. The fol-
lowing February, in an abandoned church
building, the Bedford Avenue Pentecostal
Church was organized, and a little later, the
Emmanuel Pentecostal Tabernacle. In De-
cember, 1895 delegates from these three
churches adopted a constitution, summary of
doctrines, and bylaws, and formed the Asso-
ciation of Pentecostal Churches of America.
This association was duly incorporated. Asso-
ciated with Rev. William Howard Hoople in
this work were Rev. H. B. Hosley, Rev. John
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Norberry, Rev. Charles BeVier, and Rev. H. F.
Reynolds.

On November 12, 1896, a joint committee
from these two associations met in the city of
Brooklyn, New York, to formulate some plan
of union. For the benefit of their counsel and
co-operation, several brethren prominent in
the work were invited to act with the joint
committee. Among this number were Rev. C.
Howard Davis, Rev. G. W. Wilson, Rev. John
Norberry, Rev. H. F. Reynolds, Rev. H. B.
Hosley, and Rev. Charles H. BeVier. This
meeting resulted in the union of the two bodies.
It was agreed that the work should be con-
tinued under the name of the Association of
Pentecostal Churches of America.

III. In October, 1895, a number of persons,
under the leadership of Rev. Phineas F. Bresee,
D.D,, and Rev. J. P. Widney, LL.D., formed the
First Church of the Nazarene, at Los Angeles,
California, with one hundred and thirty-five
charter members. They adopted statements of
belief, and agreed to such general rules as
seemed proper and needful for their immediate
guidance, leaving to the future the making of
such provisions as the work and its conditions
might necessitate. As a result of this organiza-
tion, a number of churches sprang into exist-
ence, reaching as far east as Chicago.

IV. As the group from the East and the
group from the West came to know each other
better, the feeling grew that they should unite.
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After delegates from both areas had conferred,
the following basis of union was prepared and
adopted unanimously by both bodies:

Basis or UNION

It is agreed that the two churches are one in the
doctrines considered essential to salvation, especially
the doctrines of justification by faith and entire sancti-
fication subsequent to justification, also by faith, and,
as a result, the precious experience of entire sanctifi-
cation as a normal condition of the churches. Both
churches recognize that the right of church member-
ship rests upon experience; and that persons who have
been born of the Spirit are entitled to its privileges.

We are agreed on the necessity of a superintendency,
which shall foster and care for churches already estab-
lished, and whose duty it shall be to organize and en-
courage the organizing of churches everywhere.

We are agreed that authority given to superintend-
ents shall not interfere with the independent action of
a fully organized church, each church enjoying the
right of selecting its own pastor, subject to such ap-
proval as the General Assembly shall find wise to in-
stitute; the election of delegates to the various as-
semblies; the management of their own finances; and
of a]ll other things pertaining to their local life and
work.

It is agreed that any church of the Association of
Pentecostal Churches of America going into this or-
ganization which may feel it imperative with them to
continue to hold their property in like manner as at
present, shall be at liberty to do so.

The first union assembly was held in Chi-
cago, in October, 1907. It was agreed that the
name of the united body should be The Pente-
costal Church of the Nazarene.

V. In 1894 at Milan, Tennessee, the New
Testament Church of Christ was organized
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with fourteen members by Rev. R. L. Harris
to conserve and promote scriptural holiness.
The influence of this church soon spread
throughout western Texas and Arkansas.
Prominent among the leaders was Mrs. Mary
Lee Cagle, formerly the wife of Rev. R. L.
Harris, who continued the work after her
husband’s death.

In 1888 the first holiness churches in Texas
were organized by Rev. Thomas Rogers and
Rev. Dennis Rogers, who came from California.

In 1901 the first Independent Holiness
Church was organized at Van Alstyne, Texas,
by Rev. C. B. Jernigan. This denomination
grew and prospered until, in 1903, there were
twenty church organizations.

The legal representatives of the Independent
Holiness Church and the New Testament
Church of Christ met at Rising Star, Texas, in
November, 1904, where a joint committee
framed a Manual and statement of doctrine
and basis of union. The union was fully con-
summated at Pilot Point, Texas, in November,
1905, and the united body adopted the name
Holiness Church of Christ.

VI In 1907 several representatives from the
Holiness Church of Christ accepted the invita-
tion of the Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene
to attend its General Assembly in Chicago, but
were not authorized to take any action with
reference to organic union. After the Assem-
bly invited them into counsel, provisional ar-
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rangements were made to incorporate the two
churches into one body, when proper action
could be taken. Upon the invitation of the
Holiness Church of Christ, the Second General
Assembly convened at Pilot Point, Texas, at
two o’clock, Thursday afternoon, October 8,
1908. On the following Tuesday morning, R. B.
Mitchum moved: ‘“That the union of the two
churches be now consummated,” and the mo-
tion was seconded by Revs. C. W. Ruth,
John N. Short, J. B. Creighton, C. B. Jernigan,
H. B. Hosley, P. F. Bresee, and others spoke
favorably regarding the motion. On Tuesday,
October 13, 1908, at 10:40 a.m., amid great
enthusiasm, the motion to unite was adopted
by a unanimous rising vote.

VII. In 1898 Rev. J. O. McClurkan and a few
others called a meeting of the holiness people
of Tennessee and adjacent states to be held in
Nashville. At this convention an association
known as the Pentecostal Alliance was formed,
but its name was later changed to the Pente-
costal Mission. From the beginning these peo-
ple were evangelistic in spirit and had a
burning desire to disseminate the doctrine and
experience of sanctification. Thus in different
sections of the South there came together
groups of holiness people, known as bands of
the Pentecostal Mission. They were decidedly
missionary in spirit, and soon were sending
their representatives to “the regions beyond.”
Throughout their career they have been char-
acterized by this missionary zeal.
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At different times the question of the union
of the Pentecostal Mission with the Pentecostal
Church of the Nazarene had been discussed.
Finally on February 13, 1915, this union was
effected at Nashville, Tennessee, thus uniting
both the home and the foreign work of
the Pentecostal Mission and the Pentecostal
Church of the Nazarene.

VIII. In November, 1901, the first stage in
the present holiness church movement in the
British Isles began, when Rev. George Sharpe,
who had been for thirteen and one-half years
a preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
accepted a call to the Congregational Church
at Ardrossan, Scotland. In September, 1905,
he became minister of Parkhead Congrega-
tional Church, Glasgow; but, after a strenuous,
successful, and glorious ministry of thirteen
months, he was evicted for preaching Bible
holiness.

On September 30, 1906, the first services of
the first distinctively holiness church were held
in the Great Eastern Roads Hall, Glasgow. The
charter members numbered eighty. Other
churches were organized and became the Pen-
tecostal Church of Scotland. Visits of Dr. E. F.
Walker and Dr. H. F. Reynolds to Scotland,
and a visit of Rev. George Sharpe and Mrs.
Sharpe to the Fourth General Assembly, at
Kansas City, Missouri, led the way to union
with the Church of the Nazarene, which was
consummated in November, 1915.
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IX. The General Assembly of 1919, in re-
sponse to memorials from thirty-five district
assemblies, changed the name of the organiza-
tion to “Church of the Nazarene.”

X. For many years a holiness movement
had been developing in Minnesota, the Dako-
tas, and Montana. It was originated by a group
of Methodist laymen, and was formally organ-
ized in 1917 at Jamestown, North Dakota, as
the Laymen’s Holiness Association. Rev. J. G.
Morrison was immediately elected Field Evan-
gelist and, in 1919, President of the organiza-
tion. With him were associated Rev. Ira E.
Hammer, Rev. S. C. Taylor, Rev. W. G. Ben-
nett, and over twenty other evangelists and
workers engaged in a widespread program of
holiness evangelism and camp-meeting pro-
motion. In 1922, under the leadership of these
ministers, more than one thousand people
identified with the Laymen’s Holiness Asso-
ciation united with the Church of the Nazarene.

XI. During the quadrennium, 1952-56, two
holiness groups in Britain merged with the
Church of the Nazarene. The International
Holiness Mission, founded in London, England,
by Rev. David Thomas in 1907, consummated
union with the Church of the Nazarene at
Leeds, England, October 29, 1952, with General
Superintendent Hardy C. Powers officiating.
About twenty churches and over eight hundred
members came to the church as a result of
this union.
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For about twenty-five years the Calvary
Holiness Church of Britain carried on its min-
istry of holiness evangelism under the leader-
ship of Rev. Maynard James and Rev. Jack
Ford. Union of the Calvary Holiness Church
with the Church of the Nazarene was consum-
mated June 11, 1955, at Manchester, England,
with General Superintendent Samuel Young
officiating. About twenty-two churches and
over six hundred members came into the
church as a result of this union.
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Part One, Articles of Faith
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CONSTITUTION
of the
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Preamble

In order that we may preserve our God-
given heritage, the faith once delivered to the
saints, especially the doctrine and experience
of sanctification as a second work of grace, and
also that we may co-operate effectually with
other branches of the Church of Jesus Christ
in advancing God’s kingdom among men, we,
the ministers and lay members of the Church
of the Nazarene, in accordance with the prin-
ciples of constitutional legislation established
among us, do hereby ordain, adopt, and set
forth as the fundamental law or constitution
of the Church of the Nazarene the Articles of
Faith, the General Rules, and the Articles of
Organization and Government here following,
to wit:

PART ONE. ARTICLES OF FAITH
I. The Triune God

1. We believe in one eternally existent, in-
finite God, Sovereign of the universe; that
He only is God, creative and administrative,
holy in nature, attributes, and purpose; that
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He, as God, is Triune in essential being, re-
vealed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

II. Jesus Christ

2. We believe in Jesus Christ, the Second
Person of the Triune Godhead; that He was
eternally one with the Father; that He became
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and was born of
the Virgin Mary, so that two whole and perfect
natures, that is to say the Godhead and man-
hood, are thus united in one person very God
and very man, the God-man.

We believe that Jesus Christ died for our
sins, and that He truly arose from the dead and
took again His body, together with all things
appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature,
wherewith He ascended into heaven and is
there engaged in intercession for us.

III. The Holy Spirit

3. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Third
Person of the Triune Godhead, that He is ever
present and efficiently active in and with the
Church of Christ, convincing the world of sin,
regenerating those who repent and believe,
sanctifying believers, and guiding into all truth
as it is in Jesus.

IV. The Holy Scriptures

4. We believe in the plenary inspiration of
the Holy Scriptures, by which we understand
the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testa-
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ments given by divine inspiration, inerrantly
revealing the will of God concerning us in all
things necessary to our salvation, so that what-
ever is not contained therein is not to be en-
joined as an article of faith.

V. Original Sin, or Depravity

5. We believe that original sin, or deprav-
ity, is that corruption of the nature of all the
offspring of Adam by reason of which every
one is very far gone from original righteous-
ness or the pure state of our first parents at the
time of their creation, is averse to God, is with-
out spiritual life, and inclined to evil, and
that continually. We further believe that origi-
nal sin continues to exist with the new life of
the regenerate, until eradicated by the baptism
with the Holy Spirit.

VI. Atomement

6. We believe that Jesus Christ, by His suf-
ferings, by the shedding of His own blood, and
by His meritorious death on the cross, made a
full atonement for all human sin, and that this
atonement is the only ground of salvation, and
that it is sufficient for every individual of
Adam’s race. The atonement is graciously
efficacious for the salvation of the irresponsible
and for the children in innocency, but is effica-
cious for the salvation of those who reach the
age of responsibility only when they repent and
believe.
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VII. Free Agency

7. We believe that man’s creation in God-
likeness included ability to choose between
right and wrong, and that thus he was made
morally responsible; that through the fall of
Adam he became depraved so that he cannot
now turn and prepare himself by his own nat-
ural strength and works to faith and calling
upon God. But we also believe that the grace
of God through Jesus Christ is freely bestowed
upon all men, enabling all who will to turn
from sin to righteousness, believe on Jesus
Christ for pardon and cleansing from sin, and
follow good works pleasing and acceptable in
His sight.

We believe that man, though in the posses-
sion of the experience of regeneration and en-
tire sanctification, may fall from grace and
apostatize and, unless he repent of his sin, be
hopelessly and eternally lost.

VIII. Repentance

8. We believe that repentance, which is a
sincere and thorough change of the mind in re-
gard to sin, involving a sense of personal guilt
and a voluntary turning away from sin, is de-
manded of all who have by act or purpose be-
come sinners against God. The Spirit of God
gives to all who will repent the gracious help of
penitence of heart and hope of mercy, that they
may believe unto pardon and spiritual life.
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IX. Justification, Regeneration, and Adoption

9. We believe that justification is that
gracious and judicial act of God, by which He
grants full pardon of all guilt and complete re-
lease from the penalty of sins committed, and
acceptance as righteous, to all who believe on
Jesus Christ and receive Him as Lord and
Saviour.

10. We believe that regeneration, or the new
birth, is that gracious work of God whereby
the moral nature of the repentant believer is
spiritually quickened and given a distinctively
spiritual life, capable of faith, love, and obedi-
ence.

11. We believe that adoption is that gracious
act of God by which the justified and regener-
ated believer is constituted a son of God.

12. We believe that justification, regenera-
tion, and adoption are simultaneous in the ex-
perience of seekers after God and are obtained
upon the condition of faith, preceded by re-
pentance; and that to this work and state of
grace the Holy Spirit bears witness.

X. Entire Sanctification

13. We believe that entire sanctification is
that act of God, subsequent to regeneration, by
which believers are made free from original
sin, or depravity, and brought into a state of
entire devotement to God, and the holy obedi-
ence of love made perfect.
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It is wrought by the baptism with the Holy
Spirit, and comprehends in one experience the
cleansing of the heart from sin and the abiding
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, em-
powering the believer for life and service.

Entire sanctification is provided by the blood
of Jesus, is wrought instantaneously by faith,
preceded by entire consecration; and to this
work and state of grace the Holy Spirit bears
witness.

This experience is also known by various
terms representing its different phases, such
as ‘“Christian Perfection,” ‘“Perfect Love,”
“Heart Purity,” “The Baptism with the Holy
Spirit,” “The Fullness of the Blessing,”’ and
“Christian Holiness.” [40]

XI. Second Coming of Christ

14. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ
will come again; that we who are alive at His
coming shall not precede them that are asleep
in Christ Jesus; but that, if we are abiding in
Him, we shall be caught up with the risen
saints to meet the Lord in the air, so that we
shall ever be with the Lord.

XII. Resurrection, Judgment, and Destiny

15. We believe in the resurrection of the
dead, that the bodies both of the just and of
the unjust shall be raised to life and united
with their spirits—“they that have done good,
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unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection 6f damnation.”

16. We believe in future judgment in which
every man shall appear before God to be
judged according to his deeds in this life.

-17. We believe that glorious and everlasting
life is assured to all who savingly believe in,
and obediently follow, Jesus Christ our Lord;
and that the finally impenitent shall suffer
eternally in hell.

XIII. Baptism

18. We believe that Christian baptism is a
sacrament signifying acceptance of the bene-
fits of the atonement of Jesus Christ, to be ad-
ministered to believers as declarative of their
faith in Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and full
purpose of obedience in holiness and right-
eousness.

Baptism being the symbol of the New Testa-
ment, young children may be baptized, upon
request of parents or guardians who shall give
assurance for them of necessary Christian
training.

Baptism may be administered by sprinkling,
pouring, or immersion, according to the choice
of the applicant.

XIV. The Lord’s Supper

19. We believe that the Memorial and Com-
munion Supper instituted by our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ is essentially a New
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Testament sacrament, declarative of His sacri-
ficial death, through the merits of which be-
lievers have life and salvation and promise of
all spiritual blessings in Christ. It is distinc-
tively for those who are prepared for reverent
appreciation of its significance and by it they
show forth the Lord’s death till He come again.
It being the Communion feast, only those who
have faith in Christ and love for the saints
should be called to participate therein.

XV. Divine Healing

20. We believe in the Bible doctrine of di-
vine healing and urge our people to seek to
offer the prayer of faith for the healing of the
sick. Providential means and agencies when
deemed necessary should not be refused.

PART TWO. THE CHURCH

I. The General Church

21. The Church of God is composed of all
spiritually regenerate persons, whose names
are written in heaven.

II. The Churches Severally

22. The churches severally are to be com-
posed of such regenerate persons as by provi-
dential permission, and by the leadings of the
Holy Spirit, become associated together for
holy fellowship and ministries.
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III. The Church of the Nazarene

23. The Church of the Nazarene is com-
posed of those persons who have voluntarily
associated themselves together according to
the doctrines and polity of said church, and
who seek holy Christian fellowship, the con-
version of sinners, the entire sanctification of
believers, their upbuilding in holiness, and the
simplicity and spiritual power manifest in the
primitive New Testament Church, together
with the preaching of the gospel to every
creature.

IV. Agreed Statement of Belief

24. Recognizing that the right and privi-
lege of persons to church membership rest up-
on the fact of their being regenerate, we would
require only such avowals of belief as are es-
sential to Christian experience. We, therefore,
deem belief in the following brief statements
to be sufficient:

§ 1. That there is one God—the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.

§2. That the Old and New Testament
Scriptures, given by plenary inspiration, con-
tain all truth necessary to faith and Christian
living.

§ 3. That man is born with a fallen nature,
and is, therefore, inclined to evil, and that
continually.

§4. That the finally impenitent are hope-
lessly and eternally lost.
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§ 5. That the atonement through Jesus
Christ is for the whole human race; and that
whosoever repents and believes on the Lord
Jesus Christ is justified and regenerated and
saved from the dominion of sin.

§ 6. That believers are to be sanctified
wholly, subsequent to regeneration, through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

§ 7. That the Holy Spirit bears witness to
the new birth, and also to the entire sanctifica-
tion of believers.

§ 8. That our Lord will return, the dead will
be raised, and the final judgment will take
place.

V. The General Rules

25. To be identified with the visible Church
is the blessed privilege and sacred duty of all
who are saved from their sins, and are seeking
completeness in Christ Jesus. It is required of
all who desire to unite with the Church of the
Nazarene, and thus to walk in fellowship with
us, that they shall show evidence of salvation
from their sins by a godly walk and vital piety;
that they shall be, or earnestly desire to be,
cleansed from all indwelling sin; and that they
shall evidence this—

§ 1. First. By avoiding evil of every kind,
including:

(1) Taking the name of God in vain.
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(2) Profaning of the Lord’s day, either by
unnecessary labor, or business, or by the patro-
nizing or reading of secular papers, or by holi-
day diversions.

(3) Using of intoxicating liquors as a bev-
erage, or trafficking therein; giving influence
to, or voting for, the licensing of places for the
sale of the same; using of tobacco in any of its
forms, or trafficking therein.

(4) Quarreling, returning evil for evil, gos-
siping, slandering, spreading surmises. injuri-
ous to the good names of others.

(5) Dishonesty, taking advantage in buy-
ing and selling, bearing false witness, and like
works of darkness.

(6) The indulging of pride in dress or be-
havior. Our people are to dress with the
Christian simplicity and modesty that become
holiness. “In like manner also, that women
adorn themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but
(which becometh women professing godliness)
with good works” (I Timothy 2:9, 10). “Whose
adorning let it not be that outward adorning
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or
of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hid-
den man of the heart, in that which is not cor-
ruptible, even the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price” (I Peter 3:3, 4).
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(7) Songs, literature, and entertainments
not to the glory of God; the theater, the ball-
room, the circus, and like places; also, lotteries
and games of chance; looseness and impro-
priety of conduct; membership in or fellowship
with oath-bound secret orders or fraternities.
“Know ye not that the friendship of the world
is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God”
(James 4:4). “Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness?
. . . . Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you”
(IT Corinthians 6:14-17).

§ 2. Seconp. By doing that which is enjoined
in the Word of God, which is both our rule of
faith and practice, including:

(1) Being courteous to all men.

(2) Contributing to the support of the min-
istry and the church and its work, according to
the ability which God giveth.

(3) Being helpful to those who are of the
household of faith, in love forbearing one
another.

(4) Loving God with all the heart, soul,
mind, and strength.

(5) Attending faithfully all the ordinances
of God, and the means of grace, including the
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public worship of God, the ministry of the
Word, the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper;
searching the Scriptures and meditating there-
on; family and private devotions.

(6) Seeking to do good to the bodies and
souls of men; feeding the hungry, clothing the
naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and
ministering to the needy, as opportunity and
ability are given. '

(7) Pressing upon the attention of the un-
saved the claims of the gospel, inviting them
to the house of the Lord, and trying to com-
pass their salvation.

§ 3. Tuirp. By abiding in hearty fellowship
with the church, not inveighing against its doc-
trines and usages, but being in full sympathy
and conformity therewith.

PART THREE. ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION
AND GOVERNMENT

ARTICLE 1. ForM oF GOVERNMENT

26. The Church of the Nazarene has a
representative form of government.

§1. We are agreed on the necessity of a
superintendency which shall foster and care
for churches already established, and whose
duty it shall be to organize and encourage the
organizing of churches everywhere.

§ 2. We are agreed that authority given to

superintendents shall not interfere with the in-
dependent action of a fully organized church.
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Each church shall enjoy the right to select its
own pastor, subject to such approval as the
General Assembly shall find wise to institute.
Each church shall also elect delegates to the
various assemblies, manage its own finances,
and have charge of all other matters pertaining
to its local life and work.

27. It is agreed that any church of the As-
sociation of Pentecostal Churches of America
going into this organization which may feel it
imperative with it to continue to hold its prop-
erty in like manner as at present, shall be at
liberty to do so.

ArTicLE II. LocarL CHURCHES

28. The membership of a local church shall
consist of all who have been organized as a
church by those authorized so to do and who
have been publicly received by those having
proper authority, after having declared their
experience of salvation, their belief in our doc-
trines, and their willingness to submit to our
government. [42, 43]

ARTICLE III. DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES

29. The General Assembly shall organize
the membership of the church into District As-
semblies, giving such lay and ministerial rep-
resentation therein as the General Assembly
may deem fair and just, and shall determine
qualifications of such representatives, provided,
however, that all elders in good standing shall
be members thereof. The General Assembly
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shall also fix the boundaries of Assembly Dis-
tricts, and define the powers and duties of
District Assemblies. [176, 177]

ARrTicLE IV. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

30. §1. How Composed. The General As-
sembly shall be composed of ministerial and
lay delegates in equal numbers, elected there-
to by District Assemblies of the Church of ‘the
Nazarene; such ex officio members as the
General Assembly shall from time to time
direct; and such representatives of the mission-
ary districts of the Church of the Nazarene as
may be provided for by the General Assembly.

§ 2. Election of Delegates. Every District
Assembly shall elect by ballot, at its session
immediately preceding the meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly, an equal number of ministerial
and lay delegates to the General Assembly,
provided that the ministerial delegates shall
be elders of the Church of the Nazarene. Each
Assembly District shall be entitled to at least
one ministerial and one lay delegate, and such
additional delegates as its membership may
warrant on the basis of representation fixed by
the General Assembly. Each Assembly Dis-
trict shall elect alternate delegates not exceed-
ing the number of its delegates. [181 § 22, 324,
325, 331]

§3. Credentials. The Secretary of each Dis-
trict Assembly shall furnish certificates of
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election to the delegates and alternates sever-
ally elected to the General Assembly, and shall
also send certificates of such elections to the
General Church Secretary of the Church of
the Nazarene immediately following the ad-
journment of the District Assembly.

§ 4. Quorum. When the General Assembly
is in session a majority of the whole number
of delegates elected thereto shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business. If a
quorum has once been had, a smaller number
may approve the minutes then remaining un-
approved, and adjourn.

§ 5. General Superintendents. The General
Assembly shall elect by ballot from among the
elders of the Church of the Nazarene as many
General Superintendents as it may deem neces-
sary, who shall constitute the Board of General
Superintendents. Any vacancy in the office of
General Superintendent in the interim of Gen-
eral Assemblies shall be filled by a two-thirds
vote of all the District Superintendents of the
Church of the Nazarene. [335 §1]

§ 6. Presiding Officers. A General Superin-
tendent appointed thereto by the Board of
General Superintendents shall preside over
the daily meetings of the General Assembly.
But if no General Superintendent be so ap-
pointed or be present, the General Assembly
shall elect one of its members as temporary
presiding officer. [322]
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§ 7. Rules of Order. The General Assembly
shall adopt Rules of Order governing its man-
ner of organization, procedure, committees,
and all other matters pertaining to the orderly
conduct of its business. It shall be the judge of
the election and qualifications of its own mem-

bers. [323]

§ 8. General Court of Appeals. The General
Assembly shall elect from among members of
the Church of the Nazarene a General Court
of Appeals and shall define its jurisdiction and
powers. [335 § 10]

§9. Powers and Restrictions.

(1) The General Assembly shall have power
to legislate for the Church of the Nazarene,
and to make rules and regulations for all the
departments related to or associated with it in
any respect, but not in conflict with this Con-
stitution. [321, 335 §§ 1-15]

(2) No local church shall be deprived of
the right to call its pastor, subject to such ap-
proval as the General Assembly shall find wise
to institute. [80]

(3) All local churches, officers, ministers,
and laymen shall always have the right to a
fair and orderly trial and the right to take an
appeal.

PART FOUR. AMENDMENTS

31. The provisions of this Constitution may
be repealed or amended when concurred in by
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a two-thirds vote of all the members of the
General Assembly, and when concurred in by
not less than two-thirds of all the District As-
semblies of the Church of the Nazarene. Either
the General Assembly or any District Assem-
bly may take the initiative in the matter of pro-
posing such alterations or amendments. As
soon as such alterations or amendments shall
have been adopted as herein provided, the re-
sult of the vote shall be announced by the
Board of General Superintendents, whereupon
such alterations or amendments shall have full
force and effect.
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SPECIAL RULES

L Support of the Church

“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which
pre‘il)ch the gospel should live of the gospel” (I Cor.
9:14).

32. There can be no doubt (1) that the
church is obligated to support its ministers,
who have been called of God, and who, under
the direction of the church, have given them-
selves wholly to the work of the ministry; nor
(2) that all the members of the church have
voluntarily committed themselves to this task
of supporting the ministry. We urge, therefore,
that money be gathered weekly for this holy
business, and that, wherever possible and prac-
ticable, the pastor’s salary be paid regularly
every week. [84]

33. We believe that the scriptural method of
gathering money for the support of the church
is by means of tithes and offerings. We urge
that our people adopt tithing as the scriptural
and satisfactory plan, that each member may
do his minimum share in the support of the
whole church, local, district, and general. And
on the basis of the divine promises to liberal
givers, we exhort our people, in addition to
their tithes, to make freewill offerings as gen-
erous as circumstances will permit. [592]

34. In disbursing to meet the requirements
of the local, district, and general programs of

47



48 [135] SPECIAL RULES

the Church of the Nazarene, local churches are
urged to adopt and practice the budget plan,
and, wherever possible, to pay general and
district apportionments monthly. [72, 123, 163-
168] :

II. Temperance and Prohibition

35. The Holy Scriptures and human experi-
ence alike condemn the' use of intoxicating
drinks as a beverage. The manufacture and
sale of intoxicating liquors for such purpose is
a sin against God and the human race. Total
abstinence from all intoxicants is the Christian
rule for the individual, and total prohibition of
the traffic in intoxicants is the duty of civil
government. [602 §1]

36. Only unfermented wine and unleavened
bread should be used in the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper. [69 § 10, 261, 267, 570]

III. Marriage and Divorce

37. The institution of marriage was ordained
of God in the time of man’s innocency, and is,
according to apostolic authority, “honorable in
all”; it is the mutual union of one man and one
woman for fellowship, helpfulness, and the
propagation of the race. Our people should
cherish this sacred estate as becomes Chris-
tians, and should enter it only after earnest
prayer for divine direction, and when assured
that the contemplated union is in accordance
with scriptural requirements. They should
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seek earnestly the blessings which God has or-
dained in connection with the wedded state,
namely, holy companionship, parenthood, and
mutual love—the elements of home building.
The marriage covenant is morally binding so
long as both shall live, and, therefore, may not
be dissolved at will.

38. We hold that persons who obtain divorce
under the civil law where the scriptural ground
for divorce, namely, adultery, does not exist,
and who remarry subsequently, are living in
adultery, and are unworthy of membership in
the Church of the Nazarene. Though there
may exist such other causes and conditions as
may justify divorce under the civil law, yet
only adultery will supply such ground as may
justify the innocent party in remarrying.
[43, 44, 49]

§1. The ministers of the Church of the
Nazarene are positively forbidden to solemnize

the marriage of persons not having the scrip-
tural right to marry. [256 § 5]

IV. Church Officers

39. We direct our local churches in selecting
their church officers to elect only such as are

clearly in the experience of entire sanctifica-
tion. [64 § 1, 141]

V. Growth in Grace

40. There is a marked distinction between
a perfect heart and a perfect character. The
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former is obtained in an instant, the result of
entire sanctification, but the latter is the result
of growth in grace.

Our mission to the world is not alone to
spread scriptural holiness as a doctrine, but also
to be “an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity.” Our people should give careful heed
to the development of holiness in the fear of
the Lord, to the promotion of the growth of
Christian graces in the heart, and to their
manifestation in the daily life. [13]

VI. Stewardship

41. Our people should recognize God’s
ownership of all things and our trusteeship—
that we are but stewards of our own lives and
are responsible for the use of our time, means,
and other possessions; and that we are under
the sacred obligation of systematic and pro-
portionate giving of our time and means for
the support of Christian work, and of holding
and using all possessions sacredly unto the
Lord. Because stewardship is essential to the
more abundant life, we should seek by all
proper means to promote its practice through-
out the church. [107, 457]
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Preamble

All life must have law; all organization must
have government. He who is Head over all
things unto the Church himself gave form and
order unto His body of followers and repre-
sentatives. We seek as a church to conform to
principles of government in accord with the
Holy Scriptures and divine providences, that
all things may be done scripturally, decently,
and in order.

The government of the Church of the Naza-
rene is representative, and thus avoids the ex--
tremes of episcopacy on the one hand, and
unlimited congregationalism on the other.



CHAPTER 1

THE LOCAL CHURCH
I. Organization of Local Churches

42. Local churches may be organized by the
District Superintendent, or by the General
Superintendent having jurisdiction, or by an
elder authorized by either of them. [28, 194
§1, 276, 341]

II. Full Membership

43. All persons who have been organized
into a local church by those authorized so to
do, and all who have been publicly received by
the pastor, the District Superintendent, or the
General Superintendent, after having declared
their experience of salvation, and their belief
in the doctrines of the Church of the Nazarene,
and their willingness to submit to its govern-
ment, shall compose the full membership of the
local church; however, only church members
who have reached their twelfth birthday shall
be entitled to vote in annual or special church
meetings. [28, 38, 44, 50 §1, 57, 69 §2, 77,
194 § 1, 263, 273, 341]

44, When persons desire to unite with the
church the pastor shall explain to them briefly

the privileges of membership in the church and
the requirements of the general rules, and if

33
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they are acceptable candidates, after consulting
with the church membership committee, the
minister shall in a public service, using the
approved form for the reception of members
(Part VII, Chapter II, 569), receive them into
the membership of the church. [25, 38, 49
§§ 1-2]

45. Members of missions, where the organi-
zation of a local church has not been effected,
shall not be counted as church members nor
reported as church members; however, mem-
bers of a mission may, when duly received
according to 43 and 44, hold church member-
ship in some regularly organized local church
in which they shall be counted as church mem-
bers. But the members of missions shall not

be reported in the annual statistics as church
members. [69 § 12]

III. Probationary Membership

46. Any local church may, through its
church board, establish a system of proba-
tionary membership; but probationers must
not be counted as church members. [122 § 21]

47. Probationers shall have all the privileges
of church members, with the exception of vot-
ing and holding church office.

48. Probationers may be received into full
membership or dropped at any time, at the dis-
cretion of the pastor and church membership
committee.
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IV. Church Membership Committee

49, The church board shall provide a church
membership committee of no fewer than three
persons, whose duty it shall be to act in the
capacity of an advisory committee with the
pastor as chairman. [43, 44, 122 § 22]

§1. This committee shall seek out and
recommend to the pastor such persons as may
qualify for full membership in the Church of
the Nazarene. [24, 25, 38]

§2. No person shall be received into full
membership of the local church until the pas-
tor first consults with the church membership
committee concerning that person’s reception.

V. Change of Membership

50. §1. The pastor, when requested by a
member, may grant a transfer of church mem-
bership [see form in 577 §4] to any local
church of the Church of the Nazarene that may
be named, such transfer to be valid for three
months only. When the reception of the trans-
fer is acknowledged by the receiving local
church, such person’s membership in the for-
mer local church shall cease. [71, 577 § 5)

§ 2. The pastor, when requested by a mem-
ber, may grant a certificate of commendation
[see form in 577 § 2] to any evangelical church
that may be named, after which such person’s
membership in the local church issuing the
certificate shall cease immediately. [71]
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§ 3. The pastor, when requested by a mem-
ber, may grant a letter of dismissal [see form
in 577 § 3], thus terminating such person’s
membership immediately. [71]

51. A member of a local church, when
changing his place of residence, is required to
report to his pastor at least once in six months.
Should he fail to do so, his name may be re-
moved from the church roll by action of the
church board, after which the pastor shall
write opposite his name, “Removed without
letter.” [125]

52. When a member of a local church shall
absent himself from all religious services of the
church for six successive months without a
reason deemed justifiable by the church board,
his name may be removed from the church roll
by action of the church board, after he has
been visited and dealt with faithfully, when
possible. After such action of the church board
the pastor shall write opposite his name, “Re-
moved by the church board.” [126]

53. When a licensed or an ordained minister
has united with the church membership or
ministry of another denomination, his member-
ship in the local church shall, because of that
fact, immediately cease, and there shall be
written opposite his name, “Removed by unit-
ing with another denomination.” [263, 273]

54. When a member of a local church has
accepted license to preach or ordination from
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any other religious organization, his member-
ship in the local church shall, because of that
fact, immediately cease, except in case such
person is temporarily commissioned by that re-
ligious organization to do foreign missionary
work.

55. When a member of a local church moves
to another locality, his pastor shall notify the
pastor of the local church nearest to the lo-
cality, giving the member’s name and new ad-
dress, if known. [70]

VI. Church Meetings

56. A meeting of the members of a local
church for conference and for the transaction
of any business not otherwise provided for
shall be known as a church meeting. [61, 75, 80,
86, 87, 88, 89, 91, 103, 108, 117]

57. Only those persons who have been re-
ceived into full membership and have reached
their twelfth birthday shall be entitled to vote
in church meetings. [43]

58. Any business, including elections, in har-
mony with the spirit and order of the church,
and not otherwise specially provided for, may
be transacted at any church meeting.

59. In all cases where the civil law requires
a specific course of procedure in calling and
conducting church meetings, that course should
be strictly followed. [110]
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60. The pastor, who shall be ex officio presi-
dent of the local church, or the District Super-
intendent, or the General Superintendent
having jurisdiction, or someone appointed by
the District Superintendent or the General
Superintendent, shall preside at annual or spe-
cial church meetings. [73, 200, 345]

61. An annual church meeting of members
of each local church shall be held within sixty
days prior to the meeting of the District As-
sembly, public notice of the same always being
given from the pulpit at least two Sundays
preceding. [80, 103, 111]

62. The secretary of the church board shall
be the secretary of all church meetings; in his
absence a secretary pro tempore shall be
elected. [128 §4]

63. Reports shall be given at the annual
church meeting by the pastor [69 §13], the
superintendent of the Sunday school [141],
the president of the Nazarene Young People’s
Society [156], the president of the local Naza-
rene Foreign Missionary Society [162], the
deaconesses [92], the local preachers [97], the
stewards [106], the trustees [113], the local
church school board [133], the secretary
[128 § 2], and the treasurer [129 § 5] of the
church board.

64. At the annual church meeting there
shall be an election, by ballot, of the stewards
[103], the trustees [108, 111], the Sunday-
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school superintendent [142], and the members
of the church school board [132] of the local
church, to serve for the next church year and
until their successors are elected and qualified.

§ 1. Local churches in selecting their church
officers are directed to elect only such as are
clearly in the experience of entire sanctifica-
tion. [See Special Rules, 39.]

65. At the annual church meeting, there
shall be an election, by ballot, of lay delegates
to the District Assembly, on the basis of repre-
sentation fixed by the General Assembly ac-
cording to 177, 178 §§ 1, 2.

66. Special meetings of church members of
the local church, for conference or the trans-
action of business, may be called at any time by
the pastor or the church board after having
obtained the consent of the pastor or of the Dis-
trict Superintendent or of the General Super-
intendent having jurisdiction. [117]

Public notice of special church meetings
shall always be given from the pulpit in at least
two preceding regular services, or in such man-
ner as meets the requirements of civil law.
(86, 87, 88, 91, 103, 105, 111, 112]

VII. The Church Years

67. §1. The church year shall begin on the
Monday immediately following the final ad-
journment of the District Assembly of the As-
sembly District in which the local church is
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situated, and shall close at twelve o’clock mid-
night on the Sunday immediately following the
final adjournment of the District Assembly.

§ 2. The statistical year shall close within
forty-five days prior to the opening of the
District Assembly, and the new statistical year
shall begin the day following this close. The
exact date of the beginning and close of the
statistical year within these bounds shall be
set by the District Advisory Board. [218 §1]

VIII. The Pastor

68. A pastor is an elder or a licensed min-
ister [80] who, under the call of God and His
people, has the oversight of a local church.
[39, 196]

69. The duties of a pastor are:

§ 1. To preach the Word. [261, 267]

§ 2. To receive persons into membership in
the local church according to 43 and 44.

§ 3. To administer the sacraments in har-
mony with 261 and 267.

§ 4. To care for the people by pastoral visita-
tion, particularly of the sick and needy.

§ 5. To comfort those who mourn.

§ 6. To reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with all
long-suffering and doctrine. .

§ 7. To seek, by all means, the conversion of
sinners, the sanctification of the converted, and
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the upbuilding of God’s people in their most
holy faith. [23]

§ 8. To have the care of all departments of
local church work.

§9. To appoint the teachers of the Sunday
school in harmony with 144.

§10. To administer the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper at least once a quarter. If he is
a licensed minister but has failed to pass in the
prescribed course of study as provided in 261
[see also 5701, he shall arrange for such ad-
ministration by an elder. [36, 104 § 2]

§11. To read to the congregation the Con-
stitution of the Church of the Nazarene and
the Special Rules contained in 1 to 41, both in-
clusive, within each church year [67 §1], or
have this section of the Manual printed and
distributed annually to the membership of the
church.

§12. To supervise the preparation of all
statistical reports from all departments of the
local church, and present promptly all such
reports through the district secretary to the
District Assembly. [45, 67 § 2, 147]

§13. To submit a report to the annual
church meeting. [63]

§ 14. To appoint an investigating committee
of three in case of accusation filed against a
church member. [464]

§15. To see that all general budget funds
raised through the local missionary society are
remitted promptly to the General Treasurer;
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and that all district budget funds are remitted
promptly to the district treasurer. [129 § 2]

§ 16. To nominate to the church board all
persons who are paid employees of the local
church, and to have supervision of the same.

70. The pastor shall, when a member of a
local church removes to another locality, notify
the pastor of the local church nearest to the
locality, giving the name and address, if known,
of the member who has moved. [55]

71. The pastor may, when requested by a
member, grant a transfer of church member-
ship [577 §4], a certificate of commendation
[577 § 2], or a letter of dismissal [577 § 3, 50
81 23]

72. The pastor, together with the church
board, according to plans adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly and agreed to by the District
Assembly, shall arrange for the raising of the
apportionment of the general budget funds and
the apportionment of the district budget funds
made to the local church of which he is pastor,
and shall raise these apportionments. [34, 123,
163]

73. The pastor shall be, ex officio, president
of the local church, chairman of the church
board, and head of the church schools, the
Nazarene young people’s societies, Nazarene
Foreign Missionary Society, and all other sub-
sidiary organizations in connection with the

local church. [60, 120, 136, 151, 154, 155, 161]
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74. The pastor shall have the right to a voice
in the nomination of all heads of all depart-
ments of the local church. [122 § 15, 142, 149,
156, 162]

75. The pastor shall not contract bills nor
create financial obligations for the local church
of which he is pastor, unless he be authorized
and directed by vote of the church board or by
vote of a church meeting; and such action shall
be duly recorded in the minutes of the church
board or of the church meeting respectively.

[122 § 1, 128]

76. The pastor shall always show due re-
gard for the united advice of the District Su-
perintendent and the district advisory board.
[194, 218 § 2, 265, 275]

77. In case a licensed or ordained minister
presenting credentials from another denomina-
tion shall, during the interim of sessions of
the District Assembly, make application for
membership in a local church, the pastor may
not receive such applicant without first having
obtained the favorable recommendation of the
district advisory board. [43, 76, 221]

78. For the exercise of his office the pastor
shall be amenable to the District Assembly, to
which he shall report annually and give brief
testimony to his personal Christian experience.
[181 § 1, 262, 272]

79. The pastor shall automatically become a
member of the local church of which he is
pastor; or, in case of more than one local
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church on his charge, of the church of his
choice. [257, 271]

IX. Calling of a Pastor

80. An elder or a licensed minister [68] may
be called to the pastorate of a local church by
two-thirds favorable vote by ballot of the
church members of voting age present and
voting at a duly called annual or special meet-
ing of the local church, provided that such
elder or licensed minister shall have been nomi-
nated to the local church by the church board,
which, after having advised with the District
Superintendent, made such nomination by a
majority vote by ballot of all its members; and
provided the nomination shall have been ap-
proved by the District Superintendent. [30 §9
(2), 39, 122 § 2, 191, 194 § 6]

81. In case of disagreement between the
church board and the District Superintendent,
the church board or the District Superintend-
ent may submit the matter to the General
Superintendent having jurisdiction for his de-
cision. From such decision either the church
board or the District Superintendent may ap-
peal to the Board of General Superintendents
for a final decision.

82. The call of a pastor may be only for a
term ending with the close of the next church
year, but the call may be extended as herein-
after provided. [86-91]

83. In case any local church has not called
a pastor prior to the convening of the District
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Assembly, the General Superintendent pre-
siding at the District Assembly, the District
Superintendent, and the district advisory
board, in concurrence with the delegates from
such local church, shall make pastoral arrange-
ments for that local church. [191, 218 § 3, 342]

84. When a pastor is called, the local church
should specify the remuneration he may ex-
pect. The amount of this remuneration may be
determined by the church board, or by vote of
the local church membership on such amount
as has been recommended by the church board.
When agreement has been entered into be-
tween the local church or the church board
and the pastor in regard to his remuneration,
.the payment of the pastor’s salary in full shall
be considered a moral obligation by the church.
If, however, the church becomes unable to con-
tinue the payment of the salary agreed upon,
such inability and failure shall not be consid-
ered a sufficient cause for civil action against
the church by the pastor; and in no case shall
the church be legally responsible in excess of
funds raised during the term of the pastor’s
actual service, and not otherwise designated.

§ 1. The local church should also make pro-
vision for his traveling and moving expenses.
[32, 122 §§ 5, 6]

85. No pastor shall resign the pastorate of a
local church without giving the local church
board and the District Superintendent written
notice at least thirty days before the termina-
tion of his pastorate; and without having his
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resignation accepted by the local church board
and approved in writing by the District Super-
intendent.

X. Renewing the Call of the Pastor

86. The call of a pastor may be renewed for
the second year and each succeeding year of
his pastorate without nomination by the church
board, by two-thirds vote by ballot of all
church members of voting age present and
voting at a church meeting duly called for this
purpose and held at least ninety days prior to
the date of convening the next District Assem-
bly, provided such renewal call shall be ap-
proved by the District Superintendent within
thirty days after such call. His failure to dis-
approve shall be considered and treated as
approval. [66, 194 § 7]

In case of the disapproval of the renewal call
by the District Superintendent within that
time, either the local church or the District
Superintendent may submit the matter to the
General Superintendent having jurisdiction
for his decision. From such decision either the
local church or the District Superintendent
may appeal to the Board of General Superin-
tendents for a final decision.

87. However, it is hereby provided that the
local church may, when voting to renew pas-
toral relations after the pastor has served the
church for at least one year, extend the call
for a period of two or three years, on condition
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that the recall for one year has been presented
and a favorable vote received, and that such
extended call shall have been recommended
by majority vote of all members of the church
board and approved in writing by the District
Superintendent. Such a vote must be by two-
thirds vote by ballot of church members of
voting age present and voting, and must be
taken at a church meeting duly called for that
purpose at least ninety days prior to the date
of convening the next District Assembly. [66]

In case of additional renewals of such pas-
torate, the procedure shall be the same as that
stated herein; but each successive renewal
shall not be for longer than three years.

88. In case the church meeting for the re-
newal call is held at a date later than ninety
days prior to the convening of the next District
Assembly, the procedure shall be that of calling
a pastor according to 80.

89. Acceptance of a call to pastoral relations
shall be given by the minister not later than
thirty days from the date of the church meeting
voting the call.

90. After a minister has accepted a call for a
period longer than one year, he shall not resign
the pastorate of the local church without giving
the local church board and the District Super-
intendent written notice, and without having
his resignation accepted by the local church
board and approved in writing by the District
Superintendent.
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91. In case the District Superintendent and
the church board shall be of the opinion that
the question of the continuance of pastoral re-
lations beyond the close of the first year of a
two-year term or the close of the first year or
the second year of a three-year term of such
extended pastorate should be submitted to the
local church, the District Superintendent and
the church board together may order the ques-
tion submitted for vote at a special church
meeting held at least ninety days prior to the
date of convening the next District Assembly.
The question shall be submitted in the follow-
ing form: “Shall the present pastoral relations
be continued beyond the end of the present
church year?” [66]

If, by a two-thirds vote by ballot of the
church members of voting age present and
voting, the church decides to continue its pres-
ent pastoral relations, the office of the pastor
shall continue as though such vote had not
been taken.

If, however, the church fails to decide by
such vote to continue the present pastoral re-
lations, the term of office of the pastor shall
terminate with the close of the next District
Assembly.

XI. The Local Deaconess

92. A woman who is a member of the Church
of the Nazarene and believes that she is di-
vinely led to engage in ministering to the sick
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and the needy, comforting the sorrowing, and
doing other works of Christian benevolence,
and who gives evidence in her life of ability,
grace, and usefulness, may be licensed as a
local deaconess for one year by the church
board of the local church upon recommenda-
tion of the pastor after proper examination by
the church board as to her qualifications for
that work. She shall be a member of the local
church where she is engaged. She shall make
a report to the local church at the annual
church meeting. [39, 63, 104 §3, 122 §9]

93. The church board shall issue to each lo-
cal deaconess a license signed by the pastor
and the secretary of the church board.

94. The local deaconess shall work under
the direction of the pastor at all times, and
should be accorded respect and careful pastoral
guidance in this holy calling for her very
work’s sake.

95. The license of the local deaconess may
be renewed annually by the church board upon
the recommendation of the pastor. The license
may be suspended or revoked by the church
board, upon recommendation of the pastor,
after giving her a fair hearing. [122 §9, 127]

96. After serving for one year, the local
deaconess may be recommended by her own
local church board to the District Assembly for
district deaconess’ license upon recommenda-
tion of the pastor. [122 § 13, 181 § 3, 300]
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XII. The Local Preacher

97. Any member of the Church of the Naza-
rene who feels called of God to preach and to
conduct special meetings in the interest of sal-
vation may be licensed as a local preacher for
one year by the church board of a local church
having an elder as pastor, upon the pastor’s
recommendation; or by the church board of a
local church not having an elder as pastor, if
the granting of license is recommended by the
pastor and approved by the District Superin-
tendent. The candidate must first be examined
as to his personal experience of salvation, his
knowledge of the doctrines of the Bible, and
the order of the church; he must also dem-
onstrate that his call is evidenced by grace,
gifts, and usefulness. A local preacher shall
make a report to the local church at its annual
church meeting. [39, 63, 122 § 8, 194 § 8]

98. The church board shall issue to each
local preacher a license signed by the pastor
and the secretary of the church board.

99. The license of a local preacher may be
renewed by the church board of a local church
having an elder as pastor, upon the recommen-
dation of the pastor, or by the church board of
a local church not having an elder as pastor,
provided that this renewal of license is recom-
mended by the pastor and approved by the
District Superintendent. [122 § 8, 194 § 8]

100. A local preacher who has been appoint-
ed as supply pastor must be approved by the
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Committee on Orders and Relations if he con-
tinues his service after the District Assembly
following his appointment. [195]

101. Local preachers shall pursue the course
of study for local preachers and take examina-
tions therein under the direction of the district
board of ministerial studies. [222, 226, 580]

102. A local preacher, having served in that
relation for at least one full year, and having
passed the complete course of study for local
preachers, may be recommended by the church
board to the District Assembly for minister’s
license; but, if not received, he shall sustain
his former relation. [122 § 10, 181 § 2, 257, 580]

XIII. The Stewards

103. The stewards of the local church shall
be no fewer than three nor more than thirteen
in number. They shall be elected by ballot, at
the annual or a special church meeting, from
among the members of the local church, to
serve for the next church year and until their
successors have been elected and qualified.
[39, 61, 64, 66, 120]

104. The duties of the stewards are:

§1. To give special attention, under the
direction of the church board, to raising money
for the support of the pastor, that he may be
free from secular care and anxiety, and may
give himself wholly to the work of the minis-
try. [122 §§ 6, 19]

.§ 2. To provide the elements for the Lord’s
Supper, and, when requested by the pastor, to
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assist in the distribution of the same. [36, 69
§10]

§ 3. To co-operate with the deaconesses in
caring for the needy and distressed. [92, 300]

105. A vacancy in the office of steward may
be filled by the local church at a duly called
church meeting. [66]

106. For faithfulness in the discharge of
their duties the stewards shall be amenable to
the local church. They shall make a report to

the local church at the annual church meeting.
[63]

XIV. The Local Stewardship Committee

107. The stewards shall constitute the local
stewardship committee, whose duty it shall be
to promote the cause of Christian stewardship
in the local church in co-operation with the
pastor, the district stewardship committee, and
the General Stewardship Committee. [41, 457,
458]

XV. The Trustees

108. The trustees of the local church shall be
no fewer than three nor more than nine in
number. They shall be elected from among the
members of the local church to serve for the
next church year and until their successors
have been elected and qualified. [39, 64, 120]

109. Where the local church is not incorpor-
ated, or where the civil law requires it, or
where for other reasons it is deemed best by
the District Superintendent or the district
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advisory board, the trustees shall hold the title
to church property and manage it as trustees of
the local church. [231 § 2]

110. In all cases where the civil law requires
a specific mode of election of church trustees,
that mode shall be strictly followed. [59]

111. Where no particular mode of election is
required by civil law, the trustees shall be
elected by ballot, at the annual meeting of the
local church, or at a special meeting duly called
for that purpose. [61, 64, 66]

112. A vacancy in the office of trustee may
be filled by the local church at a duly called
church meeting. [66]

113. For faithfulness to their trust, the trus-
tees shall be amenable to the local church.
They shall report to the annual church meet-
ing. In the interim of annual church meetings,
they shall make reports to the church board of
which they are a part. [63, 116, 119, 170, 171]

XVI. Church Incorporation

114. In all places where the statutes will
permit, the trustees shall have the local church
incorporated. Where not inconsistent with civil
law, the articles of incorporation shall set forth
the powers of the corporation and provide that
the corporation shall be subject to the govern-
ment of the Church of the Nazarene, as from
time to time authorized and declared in its
Manual by the General Assembly of said
church. All the property of this corporation
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shall be managed and controlled by the trustees
subject to the approval of the local church.
[231 § 3, 420 § 2]

115. When a local church is incorporated,
all property acquired shall be deeded directly
to the church in its corporate name when it is
possible to do so.

XVII. Property Restrictions

116. The real estate of the local church shall
not be mortgaged to meet current expenses.

117. The local church may not purchase real
estate, nor sell, mortgage, exchange, or other-
wise dispose of real estate except by majority
vote of the members present at an annual meet-
ing, or at a special meeting duly called for that
purpose, and except upon the written approval
of the District Superintendent. [61, 66]

118. A local church contemplating the pur-
chase of real estate, or the erection of a church
building or parsonage, shall submit the propo-
sition to the District Superintendent and the
district board of church extension for their
consideration and advice. No indebtedness
shall be incurred in the purchase of real estate
or the erection of buildings without the ap-
proval of the District Superintendent and the
district board of church extension. [231 §4,
420 § 2]

119. Trustees may not divert property from
the use of the Church of the Nazarene. [170,
171]
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XVIII. The Church Board

120. Every local church shall have a church
board, composed of the pastor, who shall be
chairman, ex officio; the Sunday-school super-
intendent, the president of the Nazarene Young
People’s Society, the president of the local
Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society, the stew-
ards, and the trustees of the local church. [39,
73, 103, 108, 156, 162]

121. The church board shall have a regular
meeting within the first ten days of each calen-
dar month, and shall meet specially when
called by the pastor, the District Superintend-
ent, or the secretary when there is no pastor.

Between the annual church meeting and the
District Assembly the newly elected church
board may meet for organization purposes, at
which time it shall elect a church secretary and
a church treasurer as provided hereafter and
any other officer which it shall be their duty
to elect. [61, 122 §§ 16, 17]

122. The business of the church board shall
be:

§1. To care for the interests of the local
church and its work, not otherwise provided
for, in harmony with the pastor. [75, 173]

§2. To nominate to the local church, after
having consulted with the District Superin-
tendent, any elder or licensed minister whom
it may deem the proper person to become
pastor, provided the nomination be approved
by the District Superintendent. [80, 194 § 6]
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§ 3. To recommend to the local church, with
the approval of the District Superintendent,
that the call of the pastor be-renewed for a
term longer than one year. [87, 91]

§4. To arrange for pastoral supply, after
conference with the District Superintendent,
until such time as a pastor shall be regularly
called by the local church. [195]

§ 5. To determine the pecuniary support the
pastor should receive. [84]

§ 6. To provide ways and means for the sup-
port of the pastor, the pastoral supply, or any
other paid workers of the local church. [84,
104 § 1]

§ 7. To give proper attention to the support
of the District Superintendent and the General
Superintendents, in accordance with the au-
thorized plans.

§ 8. To license as local preacher, at its dis-
cretion, any person who has been recommended
by the pastor; and to renew such license, as
provided in 97, 99.

§9. To license as local deaconess, at its
discretion, any person who has been recom-
mended by the pastor; and to renew such li-
cense. [92, 95]

§10. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a local preacher to
the District Assembly to be licensed as a li-
censed minister. [102, 181 § 2, 257]

§ 11. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a licensed minister
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to the District Assembly for renewal of license.
[181 § 2, 259]

§12. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a local deaconess to
the District Assembly to be licensed as a li-
censed deaconess. [96, 181 § 3, 300]

§13. To recommend, at its discretion, upon
nomination by the pastor, a licensed deaconess
to the District Assembly for renewal of license.
[96, 181 § 3, 302]

§14. To elect, upon nomination by the local
church school board, the superintendent of the
vacation Bible school, and the superintendent
‘of the weekday Bible school. [134 § 8]

§15. To elect, upon nomination of the
N.Y.P.S. Executive Committee, with the ap-
proval of the pastor, the supervisor of the
Junior Society. [74, 576]

§16. To elect a secretary at the first meet-
ing of the new board, to serve until the close of
the church year and until his successor has
been elected and qualified. [62, 121, 128 §§ 1-4]

§17. To elect a treasurer at the first meet-
ing of the new board, to serve until the close of
the church year and until his successor has
been elected and qualified. [121, 129 §§ 1-5]

§18. To cause careful account to be kept of
all moneys received and disbursed by the local
church, and make report of the same at its
regular monthly meetings, and to the annual
meeting of the local church. [129 § 3]
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§19. To provide a committee, no fewer than
two members of which shall count and account
for all moneys received by the local church.
[104 § 1]

§20. To appoint an auditing committee
which shall audit, at least annually, the finan-
cial records of the treasurer of the local church,
the Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society, the
Nazarene Young People’s Society, the Sunday
school, and any other financial records of the
local church.

§ 21. To establish, at its discretion, a system
of probationary membership for the local
church. [46]

§ 22. To provide a church membership com-
mittee of no fewer than three persons. [49]

§ 23. To recommend a licensed deaconess to
the District Assembly for election as a conse-
crated deaconess. [305]

§ 24. To function, if advisable, as the church
school board in local churches of no more than
fifty members. [135]

§ 25. To appoint a trial committee of five in
case written charges are pending against a
church member. [464]

§26. With the written approval of the Dis-
trict Superintendent and upon the nomination
of the pastor to elect such local paid assistants
as assistant pastor, directors of Christian educa-
tion, directors of youth work, or directors of
music. The failure of the District Superinten-
dent to disapprove within fifteen days shall be
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considered and treated as approval. [175, 194
§9]

123. The church board, together with the
pastor, shall follow plans adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly and agreed to by the District
Assembly for raising apportionments both of
general budget funds and of district budget
funds made to the local church, and shall raise
these apportionments. [34, 72, 163]

124. Before a local church school board has
been provided in a newly organized local
church, the church board and pastor shall ap-
point a Sunday-school superintendent, and
shall perform the duties of a local church
school board until such board has been regu-
larly elected. [132]

125. The church board may remove the
name of a nonresident church member from
the church roll upon his failure to report to the
pastor at least once in six months. [51]

126. The church board may remove from
the church roll the name of a church member
who absents himself from all religious services
of the church for six successive months with-
out a reason deemed justifiable by the church
board, provided that he has been visited and
faithfully dealt with, when possible. [52]

127. The church board may suspend or re-
voke the license of a local deaconess in har-
mony with 95.

128. The duties of the secretary of the
church board shall be;
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§1. To record correctly and preserve faith-
fully the minutes of all church meetings and
meetings of the church board, and do whatever
else may pertain to his office. [122 § 16]

§ 2. To present to the annual meeting of the
local church an annual report of all the activi-
ties of the local church, including statistics con-
cerning the membership. [63]

§ 3. To hold in trust all papers, records, and
legal documents, including deeds, abstracts, in-
surance policies, pertaining to the local church
and turn over promptly all papers, records,
and other documents to his successor in office.

§4. To be the secretary of all annual and
special church meetings; and to be custodian
of the minutes and other papers of such annual
and special church meetings. [62]

129. The duties of the treasurer of the
church board shall be:

§1. To receive all moneys not otherwise
provided for, and disburse the same only on
order of the church board. [122 § 18]

§ 2. To make monthly remittances of all dis-
trict funds to the district treasurer, and of all
general funds to the General Treasurer, except
as otherwise provided. [71 § 15]

§3. To keep a correct book record of all
funds received and disbursed. [122 § 18]

§ 4. To present a monthly financial report to
the church board. [122 § 18]

§ 5. To present an annual financial report to
the annual church meeting. [63, 122 § 18]
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XIX. The Church School
DEFINITION AND Ogyg ECTIVES

130. The church school is that department
of the local church which promotes the Chris-
tian educational work of the local church,
namely, the Sunday school, the vacation Bible
school, the weekday Bible school, the Chris-
tian Service Training school, and such other
schools and classes as may be classified under
this heading, and shall be under the general
supervision of the church school board and
the direct care of the pastor. [124, 132]

131. The objectives of the church school are:

§1. To teach the doctrines of Christianity
and the standards of Christian behavior as re-
vealed in the Bible, especially as interpreted
by the “Articles of Faith” in the Manual of the
Church of the Nazarene.

§2. To lay the foundation and begin the
development of Christian character in young
children.

§3. To seek the salvation of the unsaved
and the entire sanctification of believers.

§4. To foster a progressive and continuous
development of Christlike character, attitudes,
and habits.

§5. To lead to the discovery of the Chris-
tian philosophy of life, and the Biblical inter-
pretation of the universe.

§ 6. To help the home become more effective
in teaching the Christian faith.
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§ 7. To influence strongly in favor of church
membership and to train for service in the
same.

§ 8. To reach the largest possible number of
people for Christ and the church.

These objectives are to be accomplished
through devout and diligent study and teach-
ing of the Word of God—the Bible—and
through any other contributive agencies.

XX. The Church School Board

132. Every local church shall have a church
school board composed of the pastor, the Sun-
day-school superintendent, and from three to
nine persons elected by the annual church
meeting to serve until the close of the next
church year and until their successors are
elected and qualified. The church school board
shall have general supervision of the church
school. [64, 122 § 24, 124]

133. The church school board shall elect a
chairman, a secretary, and such other officers
as may be necessary. It shall hold regular
monthly or quarterly meetings for the trans-
action of any business pertaining to church
school work. Special meetings may be called
by the pastor. The church school board shall
give an annual report to the annual church
meeting. [63]

134. The duties of the church school board
shall be:
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§1. In conjunction with the pastor, to or-
ganize or cause to be organized a Sunday school
in connection with the local church, and where
possible one or more branch Bible schools or

extension classes, and have general supervision
of the same. [136-147]

~ §2. To nominate one or more persons for
the office of Sunday-school superintendent in
harmony with 142.

§3. To elect a Cradle Roll superintendent
and visitors upon nomination by the pastor,
Sunday-school superintendent, and Nursery
supervisor, where there is an organized Nurs-
ery Department.

§ 4. To elect a Home Department supervisor
and visitors upon nomination by the pastor and
Sunday-school superintendent.

§ 5. To elect or appoint other Sunday-school
officers, supervisors of departments, and other
workers, upon nomination by the Sunday-
school superintendent and the pastor, as may
be necessary. [143]

§ 6. To approve nominees for Sunday-school
teachers before their appointment by the pas-
tor, or remove an officer or teacher. [144, 145]

§ 7. To organize and promote, when prac-
ticable, with the approval of the pastor, a va-
cation Bible school, a weekday Bible school,
and Christian Service Training classes; to
select workers for them in harmony with sec-
tions 9, 10, and 11, and have general supervision
of the same. [148]
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§ 8. To nominate to the church board one or
more persons for superintendent of the vacation
Bible school or the weekday Bible school, in
case such schools are organized. [122 § 14]

§9. To elect a local director of Christian
Service Training, who shall promote the cause
of Christian training, arrange training classes
for the entire membership of the church, and
have general supervision over the same; and
to elect a dean or superintendent of the Chris-
tian Service Training school or special school,
when such school is organized. [148, 149]

§ 10. To elect other officers and teachers of
the wvacation Bible school, weekday Bible
school, Christian Service Training school, or
special school, when such schools are organized.

[150]

§ 11. To elect a director of Christian family
life.

§ 12. To make surveys and studies of Chris-
tian educational needs of the local church and
community, and lay plans to meet those needs
as fully as possible.

135. In local churches of fifty members or
less, the church board may function as the
church school board. [122 § 25]

XXI. The Sunday School

136. The Sunday school shall be under the
general supervision of the church school board,
the care of the pastor, and the immediate lead-



GOVERNMENT [11139] 85

ership of the Sunday-school superintendent.
[73, 134 § 2]

137. Each Sunday school shall be organized
and administered under bylaws adopted for it
by the church school board, provided that such
bylaws shall be in harmony with the Manual
of the Church of the Nazarene. [For suggested
bylaws see 575.]

138. Each Sunday school shall have a cabi-
net in which the administrative work of the
school is vested. This cabinet shall be com-
posed of the general officers and the depart-
ment supervisors, if any, of the Sunday school.
In case it shall be deemed preferable by the
local church, the members of the church school
board and/or the Sunday-school teachers may
be included in the membership of the Sunday-
school cabinet.

In such situations the Sunday-school cabinet
becomes both the administrative organization
and a group for inspiration, study, and discus-
sion of Sunday-school problems. [575, Art. IV,
§2]

139. There shall be three classes of members
in the Sunday school, namely, Active, Cradle
Roll, and Home Department.

Active members shall be persons enrolled in
the regular school whose attendance at the
Sunday sessions is expected.

Cradle Roll members shall be children under
three years of age enrolled in the Cradle Roll
Division of the Nursery Department. Children
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not enrolled in Nursery Class may remain on
the Cradle Roll until they are four years of age.

Home Department members shall be persons
who are enrolled in the Home Department but
who are unable to attend the regular Sunday
sessions.

140. Active Sunday-school enrollment shall
be defined to mean the total number enrolled
as active scholars.

Total Sunday-school enrollment shall include
all Active, all Cradle Roll, and all Home De-
partment members.

141. The superintendent of the Sunday
school shall be a member of the local church
whose church school he serves, and shall be in
the experience of entire sanctification, and in
full sympathy with the doctrine and polity of
the Church of the Nazarene. He shall be a
member ex officio of the church school board,
the church board, and the District Assembly.
He shall submit an annual report to the annual
church meeting, and a quarterly report to the
church board. [39, 63, 120, 177, 241]

142. The Sunday-school superintendent shall
be elected by ballot by the annual church meet-
ing, from one or more nominations made by
the church school board (the Sunday-school
superintendent not being present when the
nominees are selected) with the approval of
the pastor; however, the Sunday-school super-
intendent may be re-elected by a ‘“yes” and
“no” vote, when such election is ordered by
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the church school board and approved by the
pastor. A vacancy in the office of Sunday-
school superintendent shall be filled by the
local church at a duly called church meeting.
(64, 74, 134 § 2]

143. The other officers and teachers shall be
professing Christians, exemplary in life, and in
full harmony with the doctrines and polity of
the Church of the Nazarene. [134 § 5]

144. The teachers of the Sunday school shall
be nominated annually by the Sunday-school
superintendent, approved by the church school
board, and appointed by the pastor. In the
case of schools having departments, the nomi-
nations shall be made by the Sunday-school
superintendent and the department supervisor

of the department in which the teachers are to
serve. [69 §9, 134 § 6]

145. In the case of properly proved unsound-
ness of doctrine, imprudent conduct, or neglect
of duty, the church school board shall have the
right to declare the office of any officer or
teacher vacant by a two-thirds vote of all
members of the board. [134 § 6]

146. The church school year shall be the
same as the church year as defined in 67 § 1.

147. At the close of the statistical year it
shall be the duty of the pastor to supervise
carefully the making of the annual statistical
report of the Sunday school and forward it to
the district secretary. [69 §12]
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XXII. Other Church Schools

148. A vacation Bible school, a weekday
Bible school, a Christian Service Training
school, or special classes or schools may be or-
ganized when practicable in the local church.
These schools or classes shall be under the
general supervision of the church school board,
the care of the pastor, and the immediate lead-
ership of a superintendent or dean. [134 § 7]

149. The superintendent of a vacation Bible
school or a weekday Bible school shall be
elected by the church board upon the nomina-
tion of the church school board. The dean of a
Christian Service Training school or a special
school shall be elected by the church school
board. Such officers shall be approved by the
pastor. [74, 134 §§ 8, 9]

150. The other officers and the teachers of a
vacation Bible school, a weekday Bible school,
a Christian Service Training school, or a special
school shall be elected by the church school
board upon the nomination of the superin-
tendent or dean of the school, with the ap-
proval of the pastor. [134 § 10]

XXIII. Junior Societies

151. A Junior Society for children up to
and including eleven years of age may be or-
ganized in each local church in accordance with
the Junior Society Constitution as provided by
the General N.Y.P.S. Counecil. [73, 122 § 15,
576, 585]
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XX1V. The Local Nazarene Young People’s Society

152. Young people may be organized into a
Nazarene Young People’s Society, and auxil-
iary societies, for the spiritual benefit of the
young people, co-operation in seeking the sal-
vation of other young people, and the advance-
ment of the work of the church.

153. The local organization of the young
people shall be perfected in harmony with the
constitution of the local Nazarene Young Peo-
ple’s Society as approved by the General As-
sembly. [573 §1]

154. These societies shall be in full sub-
ordination to the Church of the Nazarene, and
may inaugurate no movement contrary to the
judgment of the local church, or without the
consent of the pastor. [73]

155. The times and places of the meetings
of such societies shall be chosen under the ad-
vice of the pastor and the church board. [73]

156. The president of the local society shall
be nominated by a nominating committee, con-
sisting of no fewer than three nor more than
seven active members of the Nazarene Young
People’s Society, including the pastor. This
committee shall be appointed by the pastor and
shall submit at least two names for the office of
president. The president shall be elected by a
majority vote of the active members present
and voting by ballot. His election shall be sub-
ject to the approval of the church board. He
shall be a member of the local church whose
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society he serves, and a member ex officio
of the church board, to which he shall make a
monthly report. He shall submit a report to
the annual meeting of the local church. [63,
74, 120]

157. Each local organization of the Naza-
rene Young People’s Society shall be repre-
sented in the District Assembly by its
president, of which District Assembly he shall
be a member. He shall report the condition of
the society to the District Assembly. [177]

158. In order to meet the needs of the local
church to better advantage, the Nazarene
Young People’s Society may be organized into
departments in harmony with the Constitution
for the local society as approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly. [573 § 1]

XXV. Missionary Societies

159. In each local church there shall be a
missionary society organized under the direc-
tion of the pastor, whose duty it shall be, by
all means, to awaken and sustain interest in,

and promote the support of, the sacred cause
of missions. [160-164, 574 §1]

XXVI. The Local Nazarene Foreign Missionary
Society
160. Upon the authorization of the church
board, local organizations of the Nazarene
Foreign Missionary Society may be formed
within any age group in harmony with the
constitution of such local societies approved
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by the Department of Foreign Missions. [574
§1]

161. The local Nazarene Foreign Missionary
Society shall be a constituent part of the local
church and subject to the supervision and di-
Eection of the pastor and the church board.

73]

162. The president of the local society shall
be nominated by a committee of three or seven
active members of the Nazarene Foreign Mis-
sionary Society appointed by the pastor, who
shall serve as chairman. This committee shall
submit one or two names for the office of
president. The president shall be elected by a
majority vote by ballot of the active members
present and voting, and this election shall be
subject to the approval of the church board.
The president shall be a member of the local
church whose society is served, a member, ex
officio, of the church board, and a member of
the District Assembly. The president shall pre-
sent a report to the annual meeting of the local
church. [63, 74, 120, 177]

163. All funds raised by the local Nazarene
Foreign Missionary Society for the general in-
terests of the Church of the Nazarene, except
the relief and retirement fund and the gen-
eral expense fund, shall be paid into the gener-
al budget and be sent directly to the General
Church Treasurer to be credited to the local
church to which this society is subsidiary until
the general budget apportionments of the local
church be paid in full for the year, after which
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all such funds may be devoted to foreign mis-
sions exclusively. [72, 123]

164. Funds for the support of general in-
terests shall be raised in the following man-
ners:

§ 1. From gifts and offerings designed for
the general budget and general interests.

§ 2. From the Prayer and Fasting League
offerings.

§ 3. From special offerings such as Easter
and Thanksgiving.

165. No part of the above funds shall be
used for local or district expense and charitable
purposes.

166. The relief and retirement fund, to be
held in trust by the General Church Treasurer
for the General Council of the Nazarene For-
eign Missionary Society to be used for the
relief of sick, needy, and retired foreign mis-
sionaries, shall be raised:

§ 1. By placing of names on the memorial
roll by the payment of $25.00 for that special
purpose.

§ 2. By annual payments by the members of
twenty-five cents each.

§ 3. By freewill gifts or offerings designed
for the relief and retirement fund.

167. Each member shall contribute twenty-
five cents annually for the general expense
fund. This fund provides for the cost of print-
ing tracts, literature, and other matter, and for
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the expense of the general officers in connec-
tion with their service for the Council.

168. When the general budget apportion-
ment of the local church has been paid in full
for the year, opportunities may be given to
make offerings for the support of foreign mis-
sonary work, such contributions to be known
as “specials.”

XXVII. Disorganization of Churches

169. When it seems clear to a District Su-
perintendent that a local church organization
should no longer continue as such, it may be
disorganized by action and formal pronounce-
ment of the Board of General Superintendents
on recommendation of the District Superin-
tendent.

170. In case a local church becomes dis-
organized, any church property which shall
exist may in no way be diverted to other pur-
poses, but shall pass to the control of the Dis-
trict Assembly, for the use of the Church of the
Nazarene at large, as the District Assembly
shall direct; and trustees holding property for
the disorganized local church shall sell or dis-
pose of the same only on the order and under
the direction of the appointed agent of the
District Assembly, and turn the funds over to
such agent. [108-119]

171. No board of trustees may divert prop-
erty from the use of the Church of the Naza-
rene. [108-119]
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XXVIII. Withdrawal of Churches

172. No local church may withdraw as a
body from the Church of the Nazarene, or in
any way sever its relation thereto, except by
provision of the General Assembly, and upon
agreed conditions and plans.

XXIX. Prohibition on Financial Appeals

173. It shall not be lawful for a local church,
its officers or members, to send appeals to
other local churches, their officers and mem-
bers, to solicit money or financial assistance for
their local church needs or for the interests
that they may support.

It is provided, however, that such solicita-
tion may be made to local churches and church
members located within the bounds of the As-
sembly District in which the solicitor is located,
but on condition only that the solicitation be
approved in writing by the District Superin-
tendent and the district advisory board.

174. Members of the Church of the Naza-
rene who are not authorized local, district, or
general officers of the church, or who are not
under appointment or officially recognized by
the Department of Foreign Missions and the
General Board, shall not solicit funds for mis-
sionary or kindred activities apart from the
General Budget, from congregations of local
churches, or from members of such churches.
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XXX. Paid Assistants in the Local Church

175. There may be those who feel called
to prepare themselves for certain vital lay
services in the church, either part time or full
time. The church recognizes the place of such
lay workers and yet it is basically constituted
a voluntary institution, with service to God
and others the duty and privilege of all its mem-
bers according to their abilities. When paid
assistance in the local church, whether minis-
terial or lay, becomes necessary for greater
efficiency, it must be such as will not de-
vitalize the spirit of free service by all its
members or tax the church’s financial re-
sources. [122 § 26]

§1. Such local assistants as assistant pas-
tors, directors of Christian education, directors
of youth work, or directors of music, shall be
nominated by the pastor, after having secured
written approval of the District Superintend-
ent, and elected by the church board. The
failure of the District Superintendent to dis-
approve within fifteen days shall be consid-
ered and treated as approval. [194 § 9]

§ 2. The employment of such assistants shall
be for no more than one year and may be re-
newed upon recommendation of the pastor,
and the favorable vote of the church board.
[122 § 26]

§ 3. The duties and services of such assist-
ants are to be determined and supervised by
the pastor. [69 §16]
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§ 4. Within sixty days after a new pastor
assumes his pastoral duties, the employment
of all such paid assistants shall be reviewed,
with continuation of service to be dependent
upon the recommendation of the new pastor,
the written approval of the District Superin-
tendent, and the favorable vote of the church
board. The failure of the District Superin-
tendent to disapprove within fifteen days shall
be considered and treated as approval. [194

§9]

CHAPTER 1II
THE DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

I. Bounds and Name

176. The General Assembly shall organize
the membership of the church into District As-
semblies.

The bounds and name of a church Assembly
District shall be such as shall be declared by
the General Assembly, or by the Assembly
District involved, with the final approval of
the General Superintendent or Superintend-
ents having jurisdiction. [29]

II. Membership and Time of Meeting

177. The District Assembly shall be com-
posed of all elders [272, 281]; all the licensed
ministers [262]; the district secretary [207];
the district treasurer [212]; the chairman of
the District Church School Board [240]; the
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president of the district Nazarene Young Peo-
ple’s Society [246]; the president of the district
Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society [251];
the superintendent of each local Sunday school
[141]; the president of each local Nazarene
Young People’s Society [157]; the president
of each local Nazarene Foreign Missionary
Society [162]; the eligible deaconesses [304,
308]; the eligible lay missionaries [405]; the
lay members of the District Advisory Board
[217]; and the lay delegates from each local
church in the Assembly District. [29, 65, 178]

178. §1. Local churches in districts of
fewer than five thousand church members shall
be entitled to representation in the District As-
sembly as follows: two lay delegates from each
local church of fifty or fewer church members,
and one additional lay delegate for each suc-
cessive fifty church members and the final
major part of fifty church members. [29, 65,
177

§ 2. Local churches in districts of five thou-
sand or more church members shall be
entitled to representation in the District Assem-
bly as follows; one lay delegate from each local
church of fifty or fewer church members, and
one additional lay delegate for each successive
fifty church members and the final major part
of fifty church members. [29, 65, 177]

179. The District Assembly shall be held
annually, at the time appointed by the General
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Superintendent having jurisdiction, and in the
place designated by the preceding District As-
sembly or arranged for by the District Super-
intendent.

180. Prior to the convening of the District
Assembly the General Superintendent having
jurisdiction may appoint a nominating com-
mittee to serve during the District Assembly;
this committee may prepare nominations for
the usual committees and offices in advance of
the convening of the District Assembly. [346]

III. Business of the District Assembly

181. The business of the District Assembly
shall be:

§ 1. To hear reports from and consider the
character of all pastors, evangelists, and other
elders and licensed ministers, all deaconesses
and song evangelists; however, by vote of the
District Assembly the record of written reports
received by the secretary may be accepted in
lieu of oral reports of ministers not engaged in
active service. [78, 262, 272, 281, 288, 304, 308,
316]

§ 2. To license as licensed ministers, after
careful examination, persons who have been
recommended by church boards, and who may
be judged to be called to the ministry; and to
renew such license. [102, 122 §§ 10, 11, 257,
259]

§ 3. To license as licensed deaconesses, after
careful examination, persons who have been
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recommended by church boards, and who may
be judged to be called to the office of deaconess;
and to renew such license. [96, 122 §§ 12, 13,
300, 302]

§4. To elect to the eldership persons who
may be judged to have fulfilled all the require-
ments for elders’ orders. [268]

§ 5. To recognize the orders of persons com-
ing from other denominations who may be
judged qualified and desirable for place in the
Church of the Nazarene. [258, 278]

§6. To receive into its membership, by
transfer from other districts, elders, licensed
ministers, and deaconesses who have been
properly recommended and who may be judged
as desirable for place in the Assembly District.
[282-285, 310-313]

§ 7. To issue a transfer to elders, licensed
ministers, and deaconesses who desire to trans-
fer to another Assembly District. [282, 283,
310, 311]

§ 8. To commission elders and licensed min-
isters, who devote their time to evangelism, to
serve as evangelists for one year. [286]

§9. To commission persons whom it deems
qualified to serve as song evangelists for one
year. [313]

§ 9a. To commission persons whom it deems
qualified to serve as directors of Christian edu-
cation for one year. [318]

§10. To elect, by two-thirds favorable vote,
by ballot, an elder to the office of District
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Superintendent, to serve until the final ad-
journment of the next District Assembly and
until his successor is elected and qualified;
however, the procedure for re-election of a
District Superintendent shall be by a “yes”
or “no” ballot vote. No person shall be elected
to the office of District Superintendent who has
reached the age of seventy years. [192]

§ 11. However, it is hereby provided that,
after a District Superintendent has served a
district for at least one year, the District As-
sembly may re-elect him for a period of two
or three years, on condition that he has first
been re-elected for one year. The procedure
for election to an extended term of office shall
be by a two-thirds favorable “yes” or “no”
ballot, and that such an extended election shall
have been recommended by majority vote
by ballot of a committee composed of the Dis-
trict Advisory Board, chairman of the District
Church Schocl Board, president of the District
N.F.M.S,, and president of the District N.Y.P.S,,
with the approval of the General Superinten-
dent in jurisdiction.

In case of additional elections to an ex-
tended term of office, the procedure shall be
the same as stated herein; but each successive
election shall not be for longer than three years.
[192]

§12. In case the General Superintendent
and the officers of the district, namely, the Dis-
trict Advisory Board, chairman of the District
Church School Board, president of the District
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N.F.M.S,, and president of the District N.Y.P.S,,
shall be of the opinion that the services of the
District Superintendent should not continue
beyond the first year of a two-year term or
close of the first or second year of a three-year
term of such extended election, the General
Superintendent having jurisdiction and the
district officers may order the question sub-
mitted for a vote of the District Assembly. The
question shall be submitted in the following
form: “Shall the present District Superintend-
ent be continued in office beyond this District
Assembly?”’

If the District Assembly, by a two-thirds
vote by ballot, decides to continue the District
Superintendent in office, he shall continue to
serve as though such vote had not been taken.

If, however, the District Assembly fails to
decide by such vote to continue the District
Superintendent in office, his term of office shall
terminate with the close of that District As-
sembly. [192]

§13. To elect a district secretary, to serve
until the final adjournment of the next District
Assembly and until his successor is elected and
qualified. [205]

§14. To elect a district treasurer, to serve
until the final adjournment of the next Dis-
trict Assembly and until his successor is elected
and qualified. [210]

§15. To elect, by ballot, two elders and two
laymen to the district advisory board, to serve
until the final adjournment of the next Dis-
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trict Assembly and until their successors are
elected and qualified. [214]

§16. To elect a district board of ministerial
studies of five or more elders, to serve for four
years and until their successors are elected
and qualified. [222]

§ 17. To elect, at its discretion, a district
board of church extension of five members, in-
cluding the District Superintendent, to serve
until the final adjournment of the next District
Assembly and until their successors are elected
and qualified. [230]

§18. To elect, at its discretion, a district
board of ministerial benevolence, of as many
members as the District Assembly may choose,
to serve until the final adjournment of the next
District Assembly and until their successors are
elected and qualified. [232]

§19. To elect a district church school board
in harmony with the procedure stated in 236, to

serve until their successors are elected and
qualified. [199]

§20. To elect a district court of appeals,
consisting of five elders, including the District
Superintendent, to serve until the final ad-
journment of the next District Assembly and
until their successors are elected and qualified.
[344, 469]

§ 21. To elect annually, at its discretion, a
district colporteur, upon the recommendation
of the Department of Publication of the Gen-
eral Board. [234]
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§22. To elect, by ballot, in the annual ses-
sion of the District Assembly immediately pre-
ceding the convening of the General Assembly,
both ministerial and lay delegates to the Gen-
eral Assembly; however, no nominee for dele-
gate shall be declared elected until after he
has solemnly promised to attend faithfully all
the meetings of the General Assembly from the
gening to the closing, unless prevented by
some serious providence, such as sickness or
death in his immediate family. The District
Assembly shall elect alternate delegates not
exceeding the number of its delegates. [30
§81-3, 324, 325, 331]

§23. To present to the General Assembly,
through the district secretary, a full official
journal for the preceding quadrennium, bound
in permanent binding, for review and revision.
[188, 208 § 7]

§24. To consider and care for the entire
work of the Church of the Nazarene within the
bounds of the Assembly District.

§ 25. To transact any other business pertain-
ing to the work, not otherwise provided for, in
harmony with the spirit and order of the
Church of the Nazarene. [243 §§ 5, 6]

§26. To grant a retired relation to any
minister in good standing requesting it, pro-
vided he has reached the age of sixty-five
years. [290]

§ 27. To place in the retired relation, at its
discretion, any minister in good standing who
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is disqualified for active ministerial labors be-
cause of physical disabilty or old age. [291]

§ 28. To elect a district board of home mis-
sions, of as many members as the District As-
sembly may choose, to serve until the final
adjournment of the next District Assembly
and until their successors are elected and quali-
fied; however, the District Assembly may
order that the district advisory board may con-
stitute the district board of home missions,
with additional members elected thereto at
the discretion of the District Assembly. [227]

182. The District Assembly may authorize,
where civil law permits, the district advisory
board to incorporate. After incorporation as
above provided, the district advisory board
shall have power, on its own resolution, to
purchase, own, sell, exchange, mortgage, deed
in trust, hypothecate, lease, and convey any
property, real and personal, as may be neces-
sary or convenient for the purpose of the cor-
poration. [218 § 7]

183. The District Assembly may establish
the Committee on Orders and Relations as a
standing committee, empowering said commit-
tee to convene prior to the next District As-
sembly to consider all routine matters subject
to its authority, which have been submitted to
the district secretary.

IV. The District Assembly Journal

184. The journal shall be the record of the
regular proceedings of the District Assembly.
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185. The journal shall be signed by the pre-
siding officer and the district secretary.

186. The journal must be either written or
typewritten manuscript, or printed, and sub-
stantially bound.

187. Separate items of business shall be
placed in separate paragraphs.

188. The journal should be edited carefully
with the view to its examination by the General
Assembly. [181§ 23, 208 §§ 5, 7]

189. The full official journal for each quad-
rennium shall be bound in permanent binding,
one copy being preserved in the District As-
sembly files and one copy in the General As-
sembly files. [208 § 7]

190. The journal shall be arranged as far as
possible according to the following Standard
Table of Contents:

I. OFFICIAL
(a) Officers of the Assembly and District
(b) District boards
(¢) Church Directory

II. ASSEMBLY ROLL

(a) Elders

(b) Licensed ministers, listed according to their
year in the course of study

(c) Consecrated deaconesses

(d) Licensed deaconesses who are members of
the Assembly

(e) Chairman of district church school board

(f) Superintendents of local Sunday schools

(g) President of district N.Y.P.S.

h) Presidents of local N.Y.P.S.

(i) President of district N.F.M.S.
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(j) Presidents of local N.F.M.S.

(k) Lay members of district advisory board

(1) Lay delegates

III. PLAN OF EXAMINATION

(a) Names and addresses of examiners

(b) Outline course of study, including that of
local preachers, licensed ministers, licensed
deaconesses, song evangelists, directors of
Christian education

1V. ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES
V. GENERAL INFORMATION
VI. DAILY PROCEEDINGS

VII. REPORTS
(a) District officers
(b) District boards
(c) Assembly committees
(d) Treasurers
(e) Miscellaneous

VIII. STATISTICAL

191. The journal should contain not only
the assignment of pastors to local churches, but
also all regular and special engagements en-
tered into by ministerial and lay members of
the District Assembly who are engaged in any
line of denominational service that would en-
title them to consideration if applying for as-
sistance from the Department of Ministerial
Benevolence of the General Board. [80, 218
§ 6, 288, 426 § 2]

V. The District Superintendent

192. The District Superintendent, elected
by the District Assembly, shall serve until the
final adjournment of the next District Assem-
bly and until his successor is elected and quali-
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fied. In case of an extended call, the procedure
provided in paragraph 181 §§ 11 and 12 shall
determine his tenure of office. [181 §§ 10-12]

193. If for any cause a vacancy shall occur
in the interim of sessions of the District Assem-
bly, the General Superintendents, jointly and
severally, may fill the vacancy. [343]

194. The duties of a District Superintendent
shall be:

§1. To organize, recognize, and supervise
local churches within the bounds of his As-
sembly District, subject to the approval of the
General Superintendent having jurisdiction.
[42, 276, 341]

§2. To visit the local churches in his As-
sembly District at least once a year, and meet
with the church board, at which time he shall
preside, and consult with reference to spiritual,
financial, and pastoral matters, giving such
helpful advice and assistance as he may deem
proper.

§3. To have special supervision of all the
missions of the Church of the Nazarene within
the bounds of his Assembly District.

§4. To appoint someone to fill a vacancy,
should one occur in the office of district secre-
tary. [206]

§5. To appoint someone to fill a vacancy,
should one occur in the office of district treas-
urer. [211]

§6. To advise with the church board con-
cerning the nomination of an elder or a licensed
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minister to the pastorate of a local church and
to approve or disapprove such nomination.
[80, 122 § 2]

§ 7. To approve or disapprove the renewal
of the call of a pastor. [86]

§ 8. To approve or disapprove the granting
of license to any member of the Church of the
Nazarene who may request local preacher’s
license or renewal of local preacher’s license
from the church board of a local church not
having an elder as pastor. [97, 99]

§9. To approve or disapprove in writing for
nomination by the pastor to the local church
board such paid local assistants as assistant
pastors, directors of Christian education, di-
rectors of youth work, or directors of music.
[122 § 26,175 §§ 1, 4]

195. The District Superintendent, with the
consent of the church board, may appoint a
pastoral supply to fill a vacancy in the office of
pastor until the next District Assembly. Such
appointed pastoral supply shall be subject to
removal by the District Superintendent, when
his services are not satisfactory to the church
board and the local church. [100, 122 § 4]

196. The District Superintendent is author-
ized to perform for a local church within the
bounds of his Assembly District all the func-
tions of pastor when that local church is with-
out a pastor or pastoral supply. [68]

197. If for any reason the General Superin-
tendent having jurisdiction fails to be present
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or to appoint a representative to be present in
his stead at the District Assembly, the District
Superintendent shall call the District Assem-
bly to order, and shall preside until other pro-
vision may be made by the District Assembly.
[340]

198. The District Superintendent may fill
vacancies occurring in the district board of
ministerial studies. [223]

199. The District Superintendent may fill
vacancies occurring in the district church

school board. [181 §19]

200. The District Superintendent may pre-
side at the annual, or a special, meeting of a
local church, or appoint someone to represent

him. [60]

201. The District Superintendent shall be a
member, ex officio, of the district church school
board, of the council of the district Nazarene
Young People’s Society, and of the council of
the district Nazarene Foreign Missionary So-
ciety. [236, 248, 252]

202. The District Superintendent shall be,
ex officio, chairman of the district advisory
board. [214]

203. The District Superintendent shall be
chairman of the district advisory council. [253]

204, All official acts of the District Super-
intendent shall be subject to review and re-

vision by the District Assembly, and subject to
appeal. [471 § 3]
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VI. The District Secretary

205. The district secretary, elected by the
District Assembly, shall serve until the final
adjournment of the next District Assembly and
until his successor is elected and qualified.
[181 §13]

206. If the district secretary shall cease to
serve, for any cause, in the interim of sessions
of the District Assembly, the District Superin-
tendent shall appoint someone to succeed him.
[194 § 4]

207. The district secretary shall be a mem-
ber, ex officio, of the District Assembly. [177]

208. The duties of the district secretary
shall be:

§ 1. To record correctly and preserve faith-
fully all minutes of the District Assembly.

§ 2. To record correctly and preserve all sta-
tistics of the district.

§ 3. To forward all statistical charts to the
General Church Secretary to be audited before
their publication in the official journal. [365
§ 6]

§ 4. To be custodian of all documents of the
District Assembly, and turn them over prompt-
ly to his successor.

§5. To cause to be bound in permanent
binding for district files the full official journal
for each quadrennium. [188]

§6. To forward sufficient copies of the
printed journal of each District Assembly to
General Headquarters for distribution among
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the general officers and general boards of the
Church of the Nazarene.

§ 7. To present to the General Assembly, for
the District Assembly, the full official journal
for the preceding quadrennium, bound in per-
manent binding. [181 § 23, 188]

§8. To do whatever else may pertain to his
office. [260, 270, 279, 287, 317, 320]

209. The district secretary may have as
many assistants as the District Assembly shall
elect.

VIL. The District Treasurer

210. The district treasurer, elected by the
District Assembly, shall serve until the final
adjournment of the next District Assembly and
until his successor is elected and qualified. [181
§14]

211. If the district treasurer shall cease to
serve, for any cause, in the interim of sessions
of the District Assembly, the District Superin-
tendent shall appoint someone to succeed him,

[194 § 5]

212. The district treasurer shall be a mem-
ber, ex officio, of the District Assembly. [177]

213. The duties of the district treasurer
shall be:

§1. To receive all such moneys from his dis-
trict as may be designated by the General As-
sembly, or by the District Assembly, or as the
needs of the Church of the Nazarene may re-
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quire, and disburse the same according to di-
rection.

§ 2. To render to the General Treasurer an
itemized monthly report of all receipts and
disbursements. [374 § 7]

§ 3. To keep a correct record of all moneys
received and disbursed and to render an an-
nual report to the District Assembly, to which
he shall be amenable.

VIII. The District Advisory Board

214. The district advisory board shall be
composed of the District Superintendent, ex
officio, and two elders and two laymen elected
annually by ballot by the District Assembly, to
serve until the final adjournment of the next
District Assembly and until their successors
are elected and qualified. [181 §15, 202]

215. A vacancy in the district advisory
board may be filled by the remaining members
thereof.

216. The District Superintendent shall be,
ex officio, chairman of the district advisory
board.

217. The two lay members of the district
advisory board shall be, ex officio, members of
the District Assembly. [177]

218. The duties of the district advisory board
shall be:

§1. To set the date for the beginning and
closing of the statistical year in harmony with
the provisions of 67 § 2.
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§ 2. To give information to and consult with
the District Superintendent respecting the min-
isters and local churches of the Assembly Dis-
trict. [76]

§3. To inform and advise with the General
Superintendent regarding the pastoral arrange-
ments for the coming year. [83, 342]

§4. To appoint an investigating committee
consisting of two elders in case an accusation is
filed against an elder or a licensed minister.

[465]

§ 5. To select a trial court in case charges
are made against an elder or licensed minister.

[465]

§ 6. To recommend to the Department of
Ministerial Benevolence of the General Board
the disbursement of funds for the temporal re-
lief of aged ministers, and for the widows and
orphans of ministers who have died in the
work. [191, 289, 426 § 2]

§ 7. To incorporate, where civil law permits
and when authorized by the District Assembly.
After incorporation, as above provided, the
district advisory board shall have power, on
its own resolution, to purchase, own, sell, ex-
change, mortgage, deed in trust, hypothecate,
lease, and convey any property, real and per-
sonal, as may be necessary or convenient for
the purpose of the corporation. [182]

§ 8. To submit to the Board of General
Superintendents any plans proposed for the
creation of a district center. Such plans shall
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require the approval in writing of the Board of
General Superintendents before they are put
in operation. [358]

§9. To authorize the issuance of duplicate
credentials or a certificate of recognition to an
elder whose original credentials have been lost,
mutilated, or destroyed, as provided in 299.

219. The district advisory board may issue
a transfer of membership to an elder, a licensed
minister, or a deaconess, who desires to trans-
fer to another District Assembly, before the
meeting of the District Assembly in which such
person’s membership is held. Such transfer
may be accepted by the District Assembly to
which presented. [181 § 6, 283, 311]

220. The district advisory board may sus-
pend the license of a licensed deaconess when
it is required for the good of the church, after
a conference with the church board of the local
church of which the licensed deaconess is a
member, and after giving her a fair hearing,
and with the approval of the District Superin-
tendent. [303]

221. In case a licensed or ordained minister
presenting credentials from another evangelical
denomination shall, during the interim of ses-
sions of the District Assembly, make applica-
tion to unite with the Church of the Nazarene,
his credentials shall be examined by the district
advisory board. Only with the favorable
recommendation of the district advisory board
shall such applicant be received into member-
ship in the local church. [77, 263, 278]
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IX. The District Board of Ministerial Studies

222. The district board of ministerial studies
shall be composed of five or more elders,
elected by the District Assembly, to serve for
a term of four years and until their successors
are elected and qualified. [101, 181 § 16]

223. Vacancies occurring in the district board
of ministerial studies, in the interim of sessions
of the District Assembly, may be filled by the
District Superintendent. [198]

224. As soon as elected, the first member
chosen shall call a meeting of all the members
of the district board of ministerial studies
(hereinafter called the board) for organization
and assignment, as follows:

§ 1. The board shall elect from among its
members a permanent chairman and a perma-
nent secretary, both of whom may be exempt
from the direct work of examination, and who
shall do faithfully the work as herein provided.

§ 2. The chairman shall assign to the other
members of the board the studies for which
each member shall be responsible for examin-
ing candidates. Such assignments shall be for
the entire term of the board, unless otherwise
mutually arranged.

§ 3. The chairman shall attend all meetings
of the board, unless providentially prevented,
and shall oversee the work of the board each
year. In case of necessary absence of the chair-
man, the secretary shall do his work, pro-
tempore.
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§ 4. The secretary shall, at the expense of
the District Assembly, provide a suitable rec-
ord book of ministerial studies, which shall be
the property of the District Assembly.

§ 5. The secretary shall enter therein the
name and address of each candidate for the
ministerial course, and the name of the local
church recommending him, the date of licens-
ing, the course of study pursued, and the
record of examinations. The secretary shall
provide and fill out suitable blanks, and present
to each candidate a duplicate of his record as
preserved in the records of the District Assem-
bly.

225. The district board of ministerial studies
may establish classes or seminars in order to
assist licensed ministers in the pursuit of the
course of study.

226. Progress in the ministerial course of
study may be measured as herein provided:
[101, 268, 580, 581]

§ 1. All examinations shall be held at the
meeting place of the District Assembly on the
day preceding the opening meeting, unless
otherwise provided by the board.

§ 2. Any member of any class who fails to
appear for examination as directed shall not be
advanced in his studies by the District Assem-
bly, unless his absence is satisfactorily ex-
plained in writing to the chairman, and he shall
have arranged with his examiner for his ex-
amination in the studies of his year, and shall
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pledge to complete his entire work before the
final examinations.

§ 3. All examinations shall be conducted in
writing.

§ 4. The examiner shall furnish the candi-
date with a list of no fewer than ten questions
for each study and book.

§ 5. All papers shall be marked on a scale
of 100.

§ 6. An average of 75 shall be required in all
studies as the condition of passing on to the
studies of the next year. If any candidate fails
to receive a grade of 70 in any subject or on
any book, he shall be conditioned in that sub-
ject or book, and shall be required to pass an
examination in that subject or on the book
before he may be permitted to take the exami-
nation for advanced work.

§7. When a candidate has completed the
examinations, the board shall report to the
District Assembly the record of examinations,
and make recommendations for advancement
or for graduation from the course of study.

§ 8. Candidates pursuing the course of
study, who may be attending any of the recog-
nized schools of the Church of the Nazarene,
and pursuing the same or similar studies as
those which are in the course of study, may
present a school record in lieu of examination,
and, if satisfactory to the board, may be recom-
mended for advancement in those studies with-
out further examination.
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X. The District Board of Home Missions

227. The district board of home missions
shall be composed of as many members as the
District Assembly may choose, elected by the
District Assembly, to serve until the final ad-
journment of the next District Assembly and
until their successors are elected and qualified;
however, the district advisory board may con-
stitute the district board of home missions, with
additional members elected thereto at the dis-
cretion of the District Assembly. [181 § 28]

228. The district board of home missions
shall seek by all means—by the diffusion of
home missionary information, by the holding of
local meetings and district conventions, by the
employment of speakers who have the vision
and spirit, and by any other contributive
agency—to stir the people to holy zeal and
devotion for, and liberality toward, the sacred
cause of home missions.

229. The district board of home missions,
under direction of the District Assembly, and
in co-operation with the District Superintend-
ent, may have charge of all home mission work
conducted by the Assembly District within its
bounds.

XI. The District Board of Church Extension

230. The district board of church extension
shall be composed of five members, including
the District Superintendent, elected by the



GOVERNMENT [fl232] 119

District Assembly to serve until the final ad-
journment of the next District Assembly and
until their successors are elected and qualified.

(180 § 17]

231. The duties of the district board of
church extension shall be:

§1. To advance the cause of building houses
of worship and parsonages within the bounds
of the Assembly District, in co-operation with
the Department of Home Missions of the
General Board. [420 §§ 1-3]

§2. To verify and conserve the titles to
church property. [420 § 2]

§ 3. To assist local churches to incorporate.
[114, 420 § 2]

§4. To consider propositions submitted by
local churches relating to the purchase of real
estate or the erection of church buildings or
parsonages, and to advise them concerning the
propositions submitted. [118]

§ 5. To do whatever else the District Assem-
bly may direct regarding the matter of church
property.

XII. The District Board of Ministerial Benevolence

232. The district board of ministerial benevo-
lence shall be composed of as many members as
the District Assembly may choose, elected by
the District Assembly, to serve until the final
adjournment of the next District Assembly and
until their successors are elected and qualified.

[181 § 18]
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233. The district board of ministerial benevo-
lence shall have full power to dispense local
benevolence according to its judgment, subject
to the approval of the District Assembly.

XIII. The District Colporteur

234. A district colporteur may be elected
annually by the District Assembly upon the
recommendation of the Department of Publica-
tion of the General Board; he shall labor under
the jurisdiction of the District Superintendent
and shall be amenable to the District Assembly.
[181 §21]

235. The district colporteur shall co-operate
with the Department of Publication in the sys-
tematic distribution of gospel literature. [429

§2]

XIV. The District Church School Board

236. The district church school board shall
be composed of the District Superintendent, ex
officio, and six other members elected as fol-
lows: At the first election of the district church
school board two members shall be elected to
serve for a term of three years, two for a term
of two years, and two for a term of one year.
Thereafter, each year, two persons shall be
elected by the District Assembly to serve for
the full term of three years and until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified. [181 § 19,
201]
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Vacancies occurring in the district church
school board, in the interim of the sessions of
the District Assembly, may be filled by the
District Superintendent.

237. The district church school board shall
organize by choosing a chairman, a vice-
chairman, a secretary, and a treasurer.

238. There may also be appointed by the dis-
trict church school board a director of Christian
education, a director of children’s work, a di-
rector of youth work, a director of adult work,
a director of Christian Service Training, a di-
rector of vacation Bible schools, a director of
Cradle Roll work, a director of Home Depart-
ment work, and other departmental directors
as may be needed. These officers may be ap-
pointed from among the members of the district
church school board or otherwise, but they
shall be amenable to that board.

239. The district church school board shall
hold a meeting immediately preceding or at the
same time as the District Assembly to complete
its work for the year, and to prepare a report to
be presented to the District Assembly. Special
meetings may be held whenever necessary.

240. The chairman of the district church
school board shall be, ex officio, a member of
the District Assembly. [177]

241. The district church school board shall
arrange for an annual district church school
convention to be held at some time during the
year or immediately preceding the meeting of
the District Assembly.
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At this convention the superintendents of all
the local schools are expected to be present
and take part as opportunity affords. The con-
vention program shall provide for special ad-
dresses, papers, discussions, and periods for
general consultation relative to the district
church school interests. [141]

242. The Assembly District may be divided
into zones with zone leaders appointed by the
district church school board, who shall work
under the supervision of that board. Zone con-
ventions should be held.

243. The duties of the district church school
board, in harmony with the program of the De-
partment of Church Schools of the General
Board, [445 §§ 1, 2] shall be:

§ 1. To have full supervision of all church
school interests of the Assembly District, not
otherwise provided for.

§ 2. To conduct district, zone, and/or group
conventions and Christian Service Training
schools.

§ 3. To assist the Department of Church
Schools of the General Board in securing in-
formation relating to district and local church
school interests.

§4. To promote and encourage church
school work throughout the Assembly District.

§ 5. To present an annual report to the Dis-
trict Assembly which shall include (1) a state-
ment of the work accomplished by the district
church school board during the past year,
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(2) a statement of the general condition of the
church school work on the Assembly District,
and (3) recommendations for the work for
the ensuing year. [118 § 25]

§ 6. To recommend to the District Assembly
the amount considered necessary to be placed
in the district budget to finance the district
church school work for the ensuing year, or to
make other plans for raising the same. [181
§25]

XV. The District Nazarene Young People’s Society

244. The district Nazarene Young People’s
Society shall be composed of the local Nazarene
Young People’s Societies of the Assembly Dis-
trict.

245. It shall be governed by the constitu-
tion of the district Nazarene Young People’s
Society approved by the General Assembly.
[573 § 2]

246. The president of the district Nazarene
Young People’s Society shall be elected by its
annual convention. When so elected and ap-
proved, he shall be a member, ex officio, of the
District Assembly. [177]

247. The district convention of the Naza-
rene Young People’s Society, which shall meet
annually, shall be composed of the District
Superintendent, the pastors of local churches,
district zone presidents, presidents of local
societies, and two delegates from each local so-
ciety of twenty-five or fewer members, includ-
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ing the total membership of the society and its
departments (ages 12-40), and one additional
delegate for each successive twenty-five mem-
bers and the final major part of twenty-five
members. One delegate shall be appointed by
the pastor of each local church not having a
fully organized local Nazarene Young People’s
Society. [573 § 2]

248. The district council shall be composed
of the officers of the district Nazarene Young
People’s Society, the District Superintendent,
the chairmen of standing committees, and the
district zone presidents. All district officers
shall be active members of a local society within
the bounds of the Assembly District. [201]

XVI. The District Nazarene Foreign Missionary
Society

249. The district Nazarene Foreign Mission-
ary Society shall be composed of the district
executive committee and departmental secre-
taries, the District Superintendent, pastors of
local churches, N.F.M.S. zone chairmen, the
presidents and vice-presidents of local societies;
one delegate from each local society having no
more than ten active members, and one addi-
tional delegate for each additional ten active
members (or major fraction thereof); and the
General Council members holding church mem-
bership in the district. This society shall be
auxiliary to the General Nazarene Foreign
Missionary Society. [574 § 2]
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250. The district Nazarene Foreign Mission-
ary Society shall be governed by the con-
stitution of the district Nazarene Foreign
Missionary Society approved by the Depart-
ment of Foreign Missions. It shall be subject
to the District Superintendent, the district
advisory board, and the District Assembly.
{574 § 2]

251. The president of the district Nazarene
Foreign Missionary Society shall be a member,
ex officio, of the District Assembly. [177]

252. The district council shall be composed
of the officers of the district Nazarene Foreign
Missionary Society and the District Superin-
tendent. [201, 574 § 2]

XVIL. The District Advisory Council

253. The district boards shall form an ad-
visory council over which the District Super-
intendent shall preside, said council to meet, if
possible, once each six months for counsel and
advice as to the best methods of forwarding
the work of the Assembly District. [203]

XVIII. Disorganization of a District

254. When it seems clear to the Board of
General Superintendents that a district no
longer should continue as such, it may, upon
their recommendation, be disorganized by a
two-thirds favorable vote of the General Board
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of the Church of the Nazarene and a formal
pronouncement thereof. [176]

§ 1. In case a district becomes officially dis-
organized, any church property which shall
exist may in no way be diverted to other
purposes, but shall pass to the control of the
General Board, for the use of the Church of
the Nazarene at large, as the General Assembly
shall direct; and trustees holding property, or
corporations created to hold property, for the
disorganized district shall sell or dispose of
the same only on the order and under the
direction of the appointed agent of the General
Board, and turn the funds over to such agent.
[170, 218 § 7]

CHAPTER III
THE MINISTER AND THE MINISTRY
I. Qualifications and Call of the Minister

255. While we recognize and insist that all
believers have committed unto them a dispen-
sation of the gospel which they are to minister
unto all men, we also recognize and hold that
the Head of the Church calls some to the more
official and public work of the ministry.

As our Lord called unto Him whom He
would, and chose and ordained His twelve
apostles ‘“that they should be with him, and
that he might send them forth to preach,” so
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He still calls and sends forth messengers of
the gospel. The church, illuminated by the
Holy Spirit, will recognize the Lord’s call.

When the church discovers this divine call,
the proper steps should be taken for its recog-
nition and endorsement, and all suitable help
should be given to open the way for the candi-
date to enter the ministry.

256. The perpetuity and the efficiency of the
Church of the Nazarene depend largely upon
the spiritual qualifications, the character, and
the manner of life of its ministers.

§ 1. The minister of Christ is to be in all
things a pattern to the flock—in punctuality,
discretion, diligence, earnestness. ‘“By pure-
ness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kind-
ness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by
the word of truth, by the power of God, by the
armour of righteousness on the right hand and
on the left” (II Corinthians 6:6, 7).

§ 2. The minister of the gospel in the Church
of the Nazarene must know that he has peace
with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, and
that he is sanctified wholly by the baptism with
the Holy Spirit. He must have a deep sense of
the fact that souls for whom Christ died are
perishing, and that he is called of God to pro-
claim to them the glad tidings of salvation.

§ 3. The minister must likewise have a deep
sense of the necessity of believers’ going on
unto perfection and developing the Christian
graces in practical living, that their “love may
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abound yet more and more in knowledge and
in all judgment.” He must have a strong ap-
preciation of both salvation and Christian
ethics.

§ 4. The minister must have gifts, as well as
grace, for the work. He will have a thirst for
knowledge, especially of the Word of God;
sound judgment and good understanding; clear
views concerning the plan of redemption and
salvation as revealed in the Scriptures. Saints
will be edified and sinners converted through
his ministry. He must be an example in prayer.

§ 5. Any person sustaining a marriage rela-
tion contrary to that allowed as justifiable in
the Special Rules (37 and 38) shall be ineligi-
ble for the office of the ministry in the Church
of the Nazarene. [268, 278, 359]

II. The Licensed Minister

257. When there are members of the Church
of the Nazarene who feel called to the minis-
try, they may be licensed as ministers by the
District Assembly and enrolled as members of
the District Assembly, provided they (1) have
held local preacher’s license for one full year;
(2) have passed the complete course of study
for local preachers; (3) have been recom-
mended for such work by the church board of
the local church of which they are members,
to which recommendation shall be attached the
“Questionnaire for Prospective Licensed Min-
isters” carefully filled out; (4) have given evi-
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dence of grace, gifts, and usefulness; (5) have
been carefully examined, under the direction
of the District Assembly of the district within
the bounds of which they hold their church
membership, regarding their spiritual, intellec-
tual, and other fitness for such work; (6) have
promised to pursue immediately the course of
study prescribed for licensed ministers and
candidates for ordination; and (7) have had
any disqualification, which may have been im-
posed by a District Assembly, removed by an
explanation in writing by the District Super-
intendent and the district advisory board of the
district where the disqualification was imposed.
[102, 122 § 10, 181 § 2]

258. Licensed ministers from other evan-
gelical denominations, desiring to unite with
the Church of the Nazarene, may be licensed
asministers by the District Assembly, provided
they present the credentials issued to them by
the denomination in which they formerly held
their membership; and further provided that
they (1) have passed a course of study equiva-
lent at least to the course of study prescribed
by the Church of the Nazarene for local preach-
ers; (2) have been recommended by the church
board of the local Church of the Nazarene of
which they are members; (3) have given evi-
dence of grace, gifts, and usefulness; (4) have
been carefully examined under the direction of
the District Assembly regarding their spiritual,
intellectual, and other fitness for such work;
and (5) have promised to pursue immediately
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the course of study prescribed for licensed min-
isters and candidates for ordination. [181 § 5]

259. A minister’s license shall terminate
with the close of the next District Assembly.
It may be renewed by vote of the District As-
sembly, provided (1) that the candidate for
renewal shall file with the District Assembly
the “Questionnaire for Prospective Ministers”
carefully filled out; and provided (2) that the
candidate shall have completed at least two
subjects in the year’s course of study required,
not including subjects in the reading course;
and provided (3) that he has been recom-
mended for the renewal of license by the
church board of the local church of which
he is a member. In case, however, he shall
not have passed the course of study required,
his license may be renewed by the District
Assembly only upon his submitting a written
explanation for this failure. Such explanation
shall be satisfactory to the Committee on
Orders and Relations and approved by the
General Superintendent presiding. [79, 122
§11, 181 § 2, 226 §§ 1-8]

260. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall issue to each licensed minis-
ter a minister’s license signed by himself and
the district secretary. [208 § 8, 270, 279, 287,
317, 578 § 4]

261. Such licensed ministers shall be vested
with authority to preach the Word; and, pro-
vided they pass annually the required studies
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of the course of study and are acting as pastors,
they shall also be vested with authority to ad-
minister the sacraments of baptism and the
Lord’s Supper in their own congregations, and
to officiate at marriages where the laws of the
state do not prohibit. [36, 69 §§ 1, 3, 570, 571]

262. All licensed ministers shall hold their
ministerial membership in the District Assem-
bly of the district wherein their church mem-
bership is held, and shall report to this body
annually. [78, 177, 181 §1]

263. In case a licensed minister has united
with the church membership or ministry of
another denomination, his church membership
and ministerial membership in the Church of
the Nazarene shall, because of that fact, im-
mediately cease, and the District Assembly
shall cause to be entered into its minute record
the following statement: “Removed from the
membership and ministry of the Church of the
Nazarene by uniting with another denomina-
tion.” [43, 53, 221, 278]

264. In case a licensed minister shall, with-
out the written approval of the district advi-
sory board of the Assembly District in which
he holds his ministerial membership or the
written approval of the Board of General Su-
perintendents, regularly conduct independent
church activities which are not under the di-
rection of the Church of the Nazarene, or be
connected with the operating staff of an inde-
pendent church or other religious group, he
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shall be subject to trial under the law dealing
with the discipline of a minister. [274, 465]

265. The licensed minister shall always show
due regard for the united advice of the District
Superintendent and the district advisory board.
[76]

266. Any claim to participation by a licensed
minister and/or his dependents, in any plan or
fund that the church may have now or here-
after for the assistance or support of its dis-
abled or aged ministers, shall be based only
upon regular, full-time, active service rendered
by the minister in the pastoral or evangelistic
office or other recognized relation, under the
sanction of the District Assembly. This rule
shall exclude from such participation all those
in part-time and occasional service. [277, 426

§ 2]

III. The Ordained Minister

267. We recognize but one order of the of-
ficial ministry—that of the eldership. This is
a permanent order in the Church. The elder
is to rule well in the Church, to preach the
Word, to administer the sacraments of baptism
and the Lord’s Supper, and to solemnize matri-
mony, all in the name of and in subjection to
Jesus Christ, the great Head of the Church.
[36, 68, 69 §§ 1, 3, 276] :

268. One who is called of God to this min-
istry, and who has fulfilled all the requirements
of the church for the same, who has success-
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fully completed the full course of study pre-
scribed for licensed ministers and candidates
for ordination, who has been recommended
for renewal of district license by the church
board of the local church in which he holds
his membership, and has been carefully con-
sidered and favorably reported upon by the
Committee on Orders and Relations of the
District Assembly, may be elected to elder’s
orders by two-thirds vote of the District As-
sembly, provided he has been in the active
ministry not less than two consecutive years
either as regularly established pastor or as
commissioned evangelist, and has spent the
major portion of that time actively in the
field; provided further that any disqualifica-
tion which may have been imposed by a Dis-
trict Assembly has been removed in writing
by the District Superintendent and the District
Advisory Board of the district where the dis-
qualification was imposed; and provided fur-
ther that his marriage relationship does not
render him ineligible for ordination. No person
shall be ordained after passing the fiftieth
birthday. [122 §11, 181 §4, 226 §§ 1-8, 256
§ 5, 359, 581]

269. The candidate thus elected shall be or-
dained by the laying on of the hands of the
elders, and other religious exercises, under the
direction of the presiding General Superin-
tendent. [339 § 3]

270. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall issue to the person so or-
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dained a certificate of ordination signed by
himself and the district secretary. [208 § 8,
260, 279, 287, 317, 578]

271. All elders shall hold church member-
ship in some local church. [79]

272. All elders shall hold their ministerial
membership in the District Assembly of the
district wherein their church membership is
held, to which body they shall report annually.
Any elder, who for two consecutive years does
not report to his District Assembly, either in
person or by letter, shall, if the District As-
~ sembly so elect, cease to be a member thereof.
[29, 78, 177, 181 § 1, 292]

273. In case an ordained minister has united
with the church membership or ministry of
another denomination, his church membership
and ministerial membership in the Church of
the Nazarene shall, because of that fact, im-
mediately cease, and the District Assembly
shall cause to be entered into its minute record
the following statement: “Removed from the
membership and ministry of the Church of the
Nazarene by uniting with another denomina-
tion.” [43, 53]

274. In case an ordained minister shall,
without the written approval of the district
advisory board of the Assembly District in
which he holds his ministerial membership or
the written approval of the Board of General
Superintendents, regularly conduct independ-
ent church activities which are not under the
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direction of the Church of the Nazarene, or be
connected with the operating staff of an inde-
pendent church or other religious group, he
shall be subject to trial under the law dealing
with the discipline of a minister as provided
in 465. [264]

275. The elder shall always show due regard
for the united advice of the District Super-
intendent and the district advisory board. [76]

276. An elder may organize a local church
when authorized to do so by the District Super-
intendent or the General Superintendent hav-
ing jurisdiction. [42, 194 § 1, 267, 341]

277. Any claim to participation by an elder
and/or his dependents, in any plan or fund
that the church may have now or hereafter for
the assistance or support of its disabled or aged
ministers, shall be based only upon regular,
full-time, active service rendered by the elder
in the pastoral or evangelistic office or other
recognized relation, under the sanction of the
District Assembly. This rule shall exclude from
such participation all those in part-time and
occasional service. [266, 426 § 2]

IV. The Recognition of Elder’s Orders

278. Elders from other evangelical denomi-
nations, desiring to unite with the Church of
the Nazarene and presenting their ordination
papers, may have their orders recognized by
the District Assembly, after satisfactory exami-
nation as to personal experience and doctrine,
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provided, (1) they have passed an examination
in studies judged by the district board of
ministerial studies to be the equivalent of stud-
ies required for ordination in the Church of
the Nazarene; and provided, (2) they shall file
with the District Assembly the “Questionnaire
for Ordained Ministers Desiring to Join the
Church of the Nazarene,” carefully filled out;
and provided, (3) their marriage relationship
shall be in accordance with that required for
ordination in the Church of the Nazarene. [37,
38,181 § 5, 221, 256 § 5, 581]

279. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall issue to the elder so recog-
nized a certificate of recognition signed by him-
self and the district secretary. [208 § 8, 260, 270,
287, 3117, 578 § 2]

280. When the orders of an elder from an-
other church shall have been duly recognized,
his credentials issued by said church shall be
returned to him inscribed in writing or stamped
across the face as follows:

Accredited by the ............ District
Assembly of the Church of the Nazarene
this .......... dayof .......... ,19....,

as the basis of new credentials.
.............. General Superintendent
.................... District Secretary

281. The elder so recognized shall have his
name enrolled as a ministerial member of the
District Assembly. [177, 181 § 1]
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V. The Transfers of Ministers

282. When an elder or a licensed minister
desires to transfer to another District Assem-
bly, transfer of ministerial membership may
be issued by vote of the District Assembly in
which his ministerial membership is held. Such
transfer may be received by the District As-
sembly to which it is addressed. [181 § 7]

283. When an elder or a licensed minister
desires to transfer to another District Assem-
bly before the meeting of the District Assem-
bly in which his ministerial membership is
held, a transfer of ministerial membership may
be issued by the District Superintendent and
‘the district advisory board. Such transfer may
be received by the District Assembly to which
it is addressed. [181, § 7, 219, 578 § 9]

284. The transfer of a licensed minister shall
be valid only when accompanied by a detailed
record of his grades in the course of study for
licensed ministers, properly certified by the
secretary of the district board of ministerial
studies of the issuing District Assembly. [312,
978 § 8]

285. All transfers shall be sent direct to the
District Assembly to which addressed. The re-
ceiving District Assembly shall notify the is-
suing District Assembly of the reception of the
transferred person’s membership. Until the
transfer is received by vote of the District As-
sembly to which addressed, the person thus
transferred shall be a member of the issuing
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District Assembly. Such transfer is valid only
until the close of the next session following date
of issue of the District Assembly to which ad-
dressed. [181 § 6, 313, 578 §§ 8-10]

VI. The Evangelist

286. An elder, or a licensed minister who has
completed at least one year of the course of
study for licensed ministers, who devotes his
time to evangelism, may, upon his request, be
commissioned to do the work of an evangelist
by two-thirds vote of the District Assembly.
Such commission shall continue only until the
close of the next District Assembly. [181 § 8]

287. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall issue to each commissioned
evangelist an evangelist’s commission signed
by himself and the district secretary. [208 § 8,
260, 270, 279, 317, 578 § 6]

288. The evangelist shall report annually to
the District Assembly of which he is a mem-
ber, and shall attend the District Assembly in
person, unless he can give a satisfactory reason
for his absence. Should he fail to report, his
commission shall not be renewed. [181 § 1, 191]

VII. The Retired Minister

289. A retired minister is one who has been
placed in the retired relation by the District
Assembly in which he holds his ministerial
membership. [181 §§ 26, 27, 218 § 6]
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290. Any minister who is in good standing
and has reached the age of sixty-five years
may request a retired relation, and, at his
request, shall be placed in the retired relation
by his District Assembly. [181 § 26]

291. Any minister who is in good standing,
but who is disqualified by physical disability or
old age from engaging in such active ministerial
labors as will afford him sufficient income for
support, may, upon recommendation of the
committee on orders and relations, be placed
in the retired relation by his District Assembly.
[181 §27]

292. Retirement shall not compel cessation
from ministerial labors nor deprive of mem-
bership in the District Assembly. [177, 272]

293. As a condition to receiving, or con-
tinuing to receive, financial assistance from the
Department of Ministerial Benevolence, it shall
be required that the minister applying for such
assistance be placed in the retired relation by
his District Assembly, after having passed his
sixty-fifth birthday. [426 §§ 1, 2]

VIII. The Restoration of Church Membership of
Ministers

294. Any minister who is expelled or with-
draws under charges may reunite with the
Church of the Nazarene only with the consent
of the District Assembly of the Assembly Dis-
trict from which he withdrew or was expelled.
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IX. The Restoration of District Assembly Membership
of Elders

295. If for any reason the name of an elder
shall be removed from a District Assembly roll
such elder shall not be recognized in any other
District Assembly without having secured the
written consent of the District Assembly from
whose roll his name was removed.

296. When an elder has been deprived of
his credentials by expulsion or other discipli-
nary action, or has surrendered his credentials
for any reason, such credentials shall be sent to
the General Church Secretary to be filed and
preserved, subject to the order of his District
Assembly. [365 § 5]

297. When an elder in good standing sur-
renders his credentials for any reason, such
surrendered credentials may, at any subse-
quent time, be restored to the elder upon order
of the District Assembly to which they were
surrendered, provided that the restoration of
his credentials shall have been recommended
by the local church of which he is a member
and by the District Superintendent and the dis-
trict advisory board.

298. When an elder has been deprived of
his credentials by expulsion or other discipli-
nary action, or has surrendered his credentials,
except as provided in 297, his District Assem-
bly may restore such credentials at any future
time, provided that (1) the elder shall have
given satisfactory evidence of amendment of
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life and conduct; and that (2) the church board
of the local church of which he is a member
shall recommend the restoration of his creden-
tials and the District Superintendent and the
district advistory board shall endorse that
recommendation. In case of a question of adul-
tery or other sex immorality, however, his cre-
dentials shall not be restored in less than two
years from the date of their surrender, and
then only with the additional written approval
of the Board of General Superintendents.

299. In case the credentials of an elder have
been lost, mutilated, or destroyed, a duplicate
certificate of ordination may be issued, pro-
vided that the signature of the General Super-
intendent and the district secretary who signed
the original certificate may be obtained; and
further provided that the elder is in good
standing and the issuance of a duplicate certifi-
cate is requested by the district advisory board
of the district in which he is a member. [218
§9]

In case the signature of the General Super-
intendent or of the district secretary who signed
the original certificate cannot be obtained for
the duplicate certificate, the district advisory
board of the district in which the elder holds
his ministerial membership may adopt a reso-
lution granting to him a certificate of recog-
nition. The resolution so adopted shall state
fully the reason or reasons for granting a cer-
tificate of recognition instead of a duplicate
certificate of ordination; and on the reverse
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side thereof shall be the following statement
inscribed in writing or printing or both writing
and printing, and signed by the General Super-
intendent having jurisdiction and the district
secretary:

This certificate is given to take the place
of former certificate of ordination given to
[name],onthe .......... day of [month],
A.D. 19...., by the [ordaining organiza-
tion], at which date . .he was ordained and
e im.5 former ordination certificate was
signed by ............ and .............

The former certificate was [lost—muti-
lated—destroyed]. -

.............. General Superintendent

.................... District Secretary

CHAPTER IV
THE DEACONESS
I. The Licensed Deaconess

300. A local deaconess in good standing in
the Church of the Nazarene who feels divinely
led to advance the cause of Christ by minister-
ing to the sick and the needy, comforting the
sorrowing, praying with the dying and pointing
them to the Saviour, seeking the lost and wan-
dering and endeavoring by all means to lead
them to Jesus Christ and salvation, may be
licensed as deaconess for one year by the Dis-
trict Assembly.
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Qualifications for being licensed as a dea-
coness by the District Assembly are that the
candidate (1) shall be at least twenty-one years
of age, (2) shall have served as local deaconess
in a satisfactory manner for at least one year,
(3) shall have been recommended for such li-
cense by the church board of the local church
of which she is a member, (4) shall have given
evidence of ability, grace, and usefulness, (5)
shall have passed a satisfactory examination
before the district board of ministerial studies
in Bible doctrine, in government of the Church
of the Nazarene, and in domestic qualifications,
and (6) shall declare her purpose to pursue
immediately and faithfully the course of study
prescribed for licensed deaconesses. [96, 122
§13, 181 § 3]

301. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall issue to each licensed deacon-
ess a license signed by himself and the district
secretary. [208 § 8, 578 § 5]

302. The credentials of a licensed deaconess
may be renewed annually by the District As-
sembly, provided renewal of license has been
recommended by the church board of the local
church of which she is a member. If the license

be not renewed, she shall no longer serve as
deaconess. [122 § 13, 181 § 3]

303. In the interim of sessions of the Dis-
trict Assembly the license of a licensed deacon-
ess may, when it is required for the good of the
church, be suspended until the next District
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Assembly by the district advisory board with
the approval of the District Superintendent,
after a conference with the church board of the
local church of which the deaconess is a mem-
ber, and after giving her a fair hearing. [220]

304. All licensed deaconesses who have
passed at least one-half of the prescribed course
of study for licensed deaconesses [582] shall
be members of the District Assembly, provided
they are in active service. [177, 181 § 1]

II. The Consecrated Deaconess

305. When a licensed deaconess shall have
served in that capacity for two years, shall have
successfully passed the prescribed course of
study, and shall have been recommended by
the church board of the local church of which
she is a member, she may be elected to the
office of consecrated deaconess by the District
Assembly. [122 § 23]

306. The candidate so elected shall be con-
secrated by the District Assembly with appro-
priate religious services, under the direction of
the presiding General Superintendent.

307. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall issue to the deaconess so
consecrated a certificate of consecration signed
by himself and the district secretary. [578 § 3]

308. All consecrated deaconesses shall be
members of the District Assembly, provided
they are in active service. [177, 181 § 1]
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309. After being elected and consecrated to
the office of consecrated deaconess, the candi-
date may wear the prescribed deaconess garb.
The deaconess garb shall consist of an all-black
suit with white collar and cuffs or an all-white
suit, with regulation bonnet adopted by the
General Assembly of 1907.

III. The Transfers of Deaconesses

310. When a licensed or consecrated dea-
coness desires to transfer to another District
Assembly, a transfer of membership may be
issued by vote of the District Assembly in
which her membership is held, which transfer
may be received by the District Assembly to
which it is addressed. [181 §§ 6, 7, 578 § 8]

311. When a licensed or a consecrated dea-
coness desires to transfer to another District
Assembly before the meeting of the District
Assembly in which her membership is held, a
transfer of membership may be issued by the
District Superintendent and the district advi-
sory board, which transfer may be received by
the District Assembly to which it is addressed.
[181 §§ 6, 7, 219, 578 § 9]

312. The transfer of a licensed deaconess
shall be valid only when accompanied by a de-
tailed record of her grades in the course of
study for licensed deaconesses, properly certi-
fied by the secretary of the district board of
ministerial studies of the issuing District As-
sembly. [284]
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313. All transfers shall be sent direct to the
District Assembly to which addressed. The re-
ceiving District Assembly shall notify the issu-
ing District Assembly of the reception of the
transferred deaconess’ membership. Until the
transfer is received by a vote of the District
Assembly to which addressed, the deaconess
thus transferred shall be a member of the issu-
ing District Assembly. A transfer is valid only
until the close of the next session following
date of issue of the District Assembly to which
addressed. [181 § 6, 285, 578 §§ 8, 10]

IV. Restoration of Membership of Consecrated
Deaconesses

314. If for any reason the name of a conse-
crated deaconess shall be removed from a Dis-
trict Assembly roll, such consecrated deaconess
shall not be recognized by any other District
Assembly without having secured the written
consent of the District Assembly from whose
roll her name was removed.

CHAPTER V

THE SONG EVANGELIST

315. Members of the Church of the Naza-
rene who feel called to the special ministry of
song evangelism may be commissioned as
song evangelists for one year by the Dis-
trict Assembly, provided they (1) have been



GOVERNMENT [1318] 147

recommended for such work by the church
board of the local church of which they
are members; (2) give evidence of grace, gifts,
and usefulness; (3) have had at least one year
of experience in song evangelism; (4) have
had not less than one year of vocal study under
an accredited teacher and are pursuing the
course of study prescribed for song evangelists
or have completed the same; (5) are regularly
engaged as song evangelists; (6) have been
carefully examined, under the direction of the
District Assembly of the Assembly District
within the bounds of which they hold their
church membership, regarding their intellec-
tual and spiritual qualifications and general
fitness for such work. [181 § 9]

316. All song evangelists shall report an-
nually to the District Assembly from which
they receive their commissions. [181 § 1]

317. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall issue to each song evange-
list a song evangelist’'s commission signed by
himself and the district secretary. [208 § 8, 260,
270, 279, 287, 578 § 7]

CHAPTER VI

THE DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

318. A member of the Church of the Naza-
rene who feels called to serve as a Director
of Christian Education may be commissioned
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as such for one year by the District Assembly,
provided he (1) has been recommended for
such a commission by the church board of the
local church of which he is a member; (2) has
given evidence of ability, grace, and useful-
ness; (3) has passed a satisfactory examina-
tion before the district Board of Ministerial
Studies as to his intellectual qualifications and
abilities for such work, and (4) has been care-
fully examined, under the direction of the
District Assembly of the district within the
bounds of which he holds his church member-
ship, regarding his spiritual qualifications and
general fitness for the work. [181 § 9a]

319. All commissioned directors of Christian
education shall report annually to the District
Assembly from which they receive their com-
missions.

320. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall issue to each Director of
Christian Education a commission of Christian
education, signed by himself and the district
secretary. [208 § 8, 578 § Ta]

CHAPTER VII

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
I. Functions and Organization

321. The General Assembly is the supreme
doctrine-formulating and lawmaking and elec-
tive authority of the Church of the Nazarene,
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subject to the provisions of the Church Con-
stitution. [30 §§ 1-9]

322. The General Assembly shall be pre-
sided over by the General Superintendents,
jointly and severally. [30 §6, 339 § 2]

323. The General Assembly shall elect its
other officers and organize itself for the trans-

action of its business according to its wisdom
and pleasure. [30 § 7]

II. Membership of the General Assembly

324. The General Assembly shall be com-
posed of ministerial and lay delegates in equal
numbers, elected thereto by the District As-
semblies of the Church of the Nazarene; of the
General Superintendents Emeritus and Re-
tired; of the General Superintendents; of the
General Church Secretary; of the General
Treasurer; of the Editor of the Herald of Holi-
ness; of the Editor-in-Chief of Church School
Periodicals; of the Foreign Missions Secretary;
of the Home Missions Secretary; of the General
Secretary of the Nazarene Young People’s
Society; of the General President of the
Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society; and of
one delegate for the first twenty-five or fewer
missionaries on each foreign mission field, and
one additional delegate for the next fifty mis-
sionaries or final major fraction thereof, nomi-
nated by the district council and elected by
the Department of Foreign Missions. In the
absence of such nomination the representative
shall be elected by the Department of Foreign
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Missions. [30 §§ 1-3, 181 § 22, 338, 351, 362, 371,
453, 456]

325. Assembly Districts shall be entitled to
representation in the General Assembly as fol-
lows: two elders and two laymen from each
Assembly District of one thousand or fewer
church members, and one additional elder and
one additional layman for each successive
fifteen hundred members and the final major
part of fifteen hundred members. [30 §§1-3,
181 § 22]

326. The right of a ministerial delegate-elect
to the General Assembly to represent the Dis-
trict Assembly electing him shall be vacated
in case he shall accept a pastoral charge or
the office of District Superintendent on another
Assembly District prior to the convening of
the General Assembly.

327. The right of a lay delegate-elect to the
General Assembly to represent the District
Assembly electing him shall be vacated in case
he shall remove his church membership to
some local church on another Assembly Dis-
trict prior to the convening of the General As-
sembly.

III. The Time and Place of Meeting

328. The General Assembly shall meet in
the month of June, every fourth year from the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and twenty-
eight, at such time and place as shall be de-
termined by a General Assembly Commission
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composed of the General Superintendents and
an equal number of persons chosen by the
Board of General Superintendents. The Gen-
eral Superintendents and said commission shall
also have power, in case of an emergency, to
change the time and place of the meeting of the
General Assembly.

329. The General Assembly shall open on
Sunday with a full day of devotional and in-
spirational services. Provision shall be made
for the orderly and careful transaction of busi-
ness, and for such services at the close of the
session as it may order. The General Assembly
shall fix the time at which its session shall
adjourn. [30 § 4]

IV. Special Sessions

330. The Board of General Superintend-
ents, or a majority thereof, by and with the
written consent of two-thirds of all the District
Superintendents, shall have power to call a
special session of the General Assembly in case
of an emergency, the time and place thereof to
be determined by the General Superintendents
and a commission chosen by the Board of Gen-
eral Superintendents.

331. In case of a special session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, the delegates and alternates to
the last preceding General Assembly, or their
duly elected and qualified successors, shall
serve as delegates and alternates to the special
session. [30 §§ 1-3, 181 § 22]
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V. General Assembly Arrangements Committee

332. The General Church Secretary, the
General Treasurer, and three persons appointed
by the Board of General Superintendents at
least one year before the convening of the Gen-
eral Assembly shall constitute the General As-
sembly arrangements committee.

333. The General Assembly arrangements
committee shall have authority to arrange all
necessary details regarding offices, exhibits
and space, entertainment and meals, and what-
ever else may be needful to contribute to the
comfort, convenience, and efficiency of the
General Assembly, and enter into contracts
necessary to provide the same.

334. The General Assembly arrangements
committee with the General Superintendents
shall formulate a program for the General As-
sembly, including anniversaries for each of the
general interests; a communion service; and
other religious services for the first three days
of the General Assembly or until a committee
on public worship shall have been appointed;
all of which program shall be subject to ap-
proval by the General Assembly.

VI. Business of General Assembly

335. The business of the General Assembly,
subject to Part Three, Article IV, Section 9, of
the Church Constitution, shall be: [30 § 9]

§ 1 To elect, by a two-thirds vote of its
members present and voting, as many General
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Superintendents as it may deem necessary,
who shall hold office until the final adjourn-
ment of the next General Assembly and until
their successors are elected and qualified; pro-
vided that the first ballot shall be a “yes” or
“no” ballot for the General Superintendents
then serving and any vacancies remaining after
the first ballot shall be filled by ensuing ballots
until the elections are completed. No person
shall be elected to the office of General Super-
intendent who has not attained the age of
thirty-five years, or has reached the age of
seventy years. [30 § 5, 336, 585 § 1]

§2. To elect a General Superintendent to
the emeritus relation, when deemed advisable,
provided he shall have become disabled or
shall have reached his seventieth birthday, and
shall have served as an active General Super-
intendent for three or more successive quad-
rennia. It is thereby understood that election
to the emeritus relation is of life tenure. [352]

§ 3. To place in the retired relation a Gen-
eral Superintendent who has attained to the
age of seventy years, or who, in the judgment
of the General Assembly, has become dis-
qualified by physical disability, or by old age,
or by any other disqualification that would
prevent him from caring adequately for the
work of the General Superintendency; and
provided that he has served in the office of
General Superintendent for a reasonable term
of years. The General Assembly may grant
retired relation when a General Superintend-



154 [1]335] GOVERNMENT

ent who has attained the age of sixty-five years
requests it. [352]

§ 4. To fix a suitable retirement pension for
each General Superintendent emeritus and
each retired General Superintendent. [591]

§ 5. To elect a General Church Secretary, as
provided in § 14 herein, who shall hold office
until the final adjournment of the next Gen-
eral Assembly and until his successor is elected
and qualified. [335 § 14, 361, 585 § 2]

§ 6. To elect a General Treasurer, as pro-
vided in § 14 herein, who shall hold office until
the final adjournment of the next General As-
sembly and until his successor is elected and
qualified. [335 § 14, 370, 585 § 3]

§ 7. To elect a General Board, as provided
in 379 §§ 1-6, to serve until the final adjourn-
ment of the next General Assembly and until
their successors are elected and qualified. [375,
380, 586 § 1]

§8. To elect a General Board of Foreign
Missions, a General Board of Home Missions
and Evangelism, a General Board of Church
Extension, a General Board of Ministerial
Relief, a General Orphanage Board, and a Gen-
eral Board of Education, each having five mem-
bers, to hold office until the final adjournment
of the next General Assembly and until their

successors are elected and qualified. [411, 419,
421, 427, 443, 449, 461]

§9. To elect seven persons to be members of
the Nazarene Publishing House, a corporation,
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to serve until the final adjournment of the next
General Assembly and until their successors
are elected and qualified. [435]

§10. To elect a General Court of Appeals,
consisting of five elders, to serve until the final
adjournment of the next General Assembly and
until their successors are elected and qualified.
[30, § 8, 471 § 3, 586 § 2]

§11. To elect a Book Committee of seven
members who are available for regular meet-
ings in Kansas City, one of whom shall be a
representative of the Nazarene Publishing
House, to serve until the final adjournment of
the next General Assembly and until their
successors are elected and qualified. [430, 586
§3]

§12. To elect a Board of Trustees for the
Nazarene Theological Seminary, as provided in
459 to serve until the final adjournment of the
next General Assembly, and until their succes-
sors are elected and qualified. [586 § 6]

§13. To elect an Editor of the Herald of
Holiness, as provided in § 14 herein, who shall
serve until the final adjournment of the next
General Assembly and until his successor is
elected and qualified. He shall be an ex officio
member of the General Assembly. [324, 432,
585 § 4]

§14. To form a Committee on Special Nomi-
nations composed as follows: The General
Assembly Committee on Nominations shall
select as many persons as there are General
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Superintendents, who jointly with the Board
of General Superintendents shall constitute the
Committee on Special Nominations. The Com-
mittee on Special Nominations shall nominate
to the General Assembly three persons for each
of the following offices: General Church Secre-
tary, General Treasurer, and Editor of Herald
of Holiness. From these nominations the Gen-
eral Assembly shall elect one person to each
office. [335 §§ 5, 6, 13]

§ 15. To do anything else, in harmony with
the Holy Scriptures, that wisdom may dictate
for the general welfare of the Church of the
Nazarene and the holy cause of Christ, subject
to the Church Constitution. [30 § 9]

VII. The General Superintendents

336. The General Superintendents, elected
by the General Assembly, shall serve until the
final adjournment of the next General As-
sembly and until their successors are elected
and qualified. [335 §1]

337. A General Superintendent shall hold

no other general office in the church during his
term of office as General Superintendent. [347]

338. The General Superintendents shall be
members, ex officio, of the General Assembly.
[324]

339. The duties of the General Superin-
tendents shall be:



GOVERNMENT [11343] 157

§1. To have general supervision of the
Church of the Nazarene, subject to the law and
order as adopted by the General Assembly.

§2. To preside over the General Assembly
and over the General Board of the Church of
the Nazarene, jointly and severally. [322, 386]

83" To ordain, or appoint others to ordain,
in connection with the elders present, those
who have been duly elected to be elders. [269]

340. A General Superintendent shall pre-
side over each District Assembly; or, should he

be hindered, shall make suitable arrangements
for such presidency. [179, 197]

341. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction may, after consulting with the Dis-
trict Superintendent, organize local churches
or recognize the local churches already organ-
ized, wherever there may seem to be need and
providential openings. He may appoint pastors
to have charge of such local churches until
such time as pastors may be duly elected.
[42, 194 § 1, 276]

342. The General Superintendent presiding
over a District Assembly, the District Superin-
tendent, and the district advisory board, in
concurrence with the delegates of local
churches, shall appoint pastors over such local
churches as have not regularly called pastors.

(83, 218 § 3]

343. The General Superintendents, jointly
and severally, may appoint District Superin-
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tendents over Assembly Districts where vacan-
cies occur. [193]

344. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction shall appoint an elder to fill a
vacancy that may occur in a district court of
appeals in the interim of sessions of the Dis-
trict Assembly. [181 § 20, 469]

345. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction may preside at the annual, or a
special, meeting of a local church, or appoint
someone to represent him. [60]

346. The General Superintendent having
jurisdiction may, prior to the convening of the
District Assembly, appoint a nominating com-
mittee to serve during the annual session of the
District Assembly. [180]

347. The General Superintendents shall not
be members of any of the general boards of the
Church of the Nazarene. [337]

348. All official acts of the General Superin-
tendents shall be subject to review and re-
vision by the General Assembly.

349. Any official act of a General Superin-
tendent may be nullified by a unanimous vote
of the remaining members of the Board of Gen-
eral Superintendents.

350. The office of any General Superintend-
ent may be declared vacant, for cause, by the
unanimous vote of the remaining members of
the Board of General Superintendents, sup-
ported by a majority vote of all the District
Superintendents.



GOVERNMENT [11354] 159

VIII. General Superintendents Emeritus and Retired
General Provisions

351. All General Superintendents Emeritus
and Retired General Superintendents shall be
members ex officio of the General Assembly.
[324]

352. A General Superintendent who has
been elected to the emeritus relation or placed
in the retired relation shall not be a member of
the Board of General Superintendents, and
shall be relieved of all official responsibility.
[335 §§ 2-4]

IX. The Board of General Superintendents

353. The General Superintendents shall or-
ganize as a board, and arrange for and assign
to the members thereof the particular work
over which they shall have special jurisdiction.

354. If a vacancy occur, by death or other-
wise, in the Board of General Superintendents,
in the interim of sessions of the General As-
sembly, the General Church Secretary shall at
once notify all District Superintendents of the
Church of the Nazarene, who shall, by two-
thirds vote of all, elect some elder of the
Church of the Nazarene to fill the vacancy and
to perform the duties of General Superintend-
ent until the final adjournment of the next
General Assembly. The question of calling for
an election to fill the vacancy shall be decided
by the Board of General Superintendents. [365

§7]
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355. The General Church Secretary shall re-
port the result of the vote to the Board of Gen-
eral Superintendents, which shall announce
the same to the Church of the Nazarene
through the Herald of Holiness. [365 § 7]

356. The duties of the Board of General
Superintendents shall be:

§ 1. To have supervision of the missionary
work of the Church of the Nazarene in all
foreign fields. These fields shall be visited as
frequently as the Board of General Superin-
tendents shall deem advisable. The responsi-
bility for supervision may be assigned by the
Board of General Superintendents to any one
of their number for the period of the quad-
rennium. They shall approve or disapprove all
nominations made by the Department of For-
eign Missions to the General Board of the
Church of the Nazarene for appointment as
foreign missionaries. [401 § 2, 404, 410]

§2. To have supervision of all general
boards and the departments of the General
Board. The policies and plans adopted by any
board or department shall have the approval
of the Board of General Superintendents. The
Board of General Superintendents shall have
the privilege of making to the General Board
and to the departments thereof such recom-
mendations as they shall deem advisable. [401
§2, 414 §1, 420 §1, 426 §1, 429 §1, 437 §1,
445 § 1, 450, 451, 454]

§3. To make nominations to the General
Board for filling any vacancy that may occur



GOVERNMENT [356] 161

in the following offices during the interim of
sessions of the General Assembly: General
Church Secretary, General Treasurer, Editor
of Herald of Holiness. [363, 372, 396, 432]

§ 4. To fill vacancies that may occur in the
membetship of the General Court of Appeals
in the interim of sessions of the General As-
sembly. [472 § 1, 586 § 2]

§ 5. To approve the appointments and elec-
tions made by the General Board of the Church
of the Nazarene in filling vacancies that may
occur in its membership. [381]

§6. To fill vacancies, upon nominations
made by the remaining members thereof, in the
following corporate bodies, namely, General
Board of Foreign Missions, General Board of
Home Missions and Evangelism, General Board
of Church Extension, General Orphanage
Board, General Board of Ministerial Relief,
General Board of Education, and the Nazarene
Publishing House. [411, 419, 421, 427, 435, 443,
449]

§ 7. To appoint one of the General Superin-
tendents to serve on the General Council of
the Nazarene Young People’s Society. [573 § 3
Art. IIT Sec. 8., 586 § 4]

§ 8. To appoint annually a General Superin-
tendent to have jurisdiction of each of our
educational institutions. [438]

§9. To appoint General Superintendents to
serve as sponsors of the Board of Trustees of
Nazarene Theological Seminary and all de-
partments of the General Board. [586 § 6]
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§ 10. In conjunction with the Department of
Education to arrange courses of study for local
preachers, licensed ministers, licensed deacon-
esses, song evangelists, and director Christian
education. [437 §10, 580, 581, 582, 583, 584]

§ 11. The Board of General Superintendents,
with the General Board, is authorized and em-
powered to apportion the general budget to the
several Assembly Districts. [392]

357. The Board of General Superintendents
shall be the authority for the interpretation of
the law and doctrine of the Church of the Naza-
rene, and the meaning and force of all pro-
visions of the Manual, subject to an appeal to
the General Assembly.

358. The Board of General Superintendents
shall consider and pass upon plans for district
centers, which plans shall not be carried out
until they have been approved in writing by
the Board of General Superintendents. [218
§8]

359. The Board of General Superintendents
shall have discretionary power in the ordain-
ing of divorced persons to the office of elder in
the Church of the Nazarene, provided such

divorced persons have scriptural grounds for
divorce. [256 § 5, 268]

360. The Board of General Superintendents
shall have authority to do anything else in the
service of the Church of the Nazarene, not
otherwise provided for, according to the dic-
tates of its wisdom, in harmony with our gen-
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eral church order, and subject to the Church
Constitution.

X. The General Church Secretary

361. The General Church Secretary, elected
by the General Assembly, as hereinbefore pro-
vided [335 § 14], shall serve until the final
adjournment of the next General Assembly
and until his successor is elected and qualified.
[324, 335 § 5, 585 § 2]

362. The General Church Secretary shall be
a member, ex officio, of the General Assembly.
[324]

363. If in the interim of sessions of the Gen-
eral Assembly a vacancy should occur in the
office of General Church Secretary for any
cause, it shall be filled by the General Board,
upon nomination by the Board of General
Superintendents. [335 § 5, 356 § 3, 396]

364. The General Church Secretary shall
be amenable to the Board of General Superin-
tendents and the General Board.

365. The duties of the General Church Sec-
retary shall be:

§1. To record correctly and preserve the
journal of the proceedings of the General As-
sembly.

§ 2. To record correctly and preserve all
general statistics of the Church of the Naza-
rene.

§ 3. To preserve all documents belonging to
the General Assembly, and promptly deliver
the same to his successor.
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§4. To preserve carefully, in permanent
form, all decisions rendered by the General
Court of Appeals. [474]

§ 5. Tofile and preserve all surrendered cre-
dentials of ministers and deliver them only on
proper order made by the District Assembly
of the Assembly District from which they were
received. [296]

§6. To audit Assembly District statistical
charts for publication. [208 § 3]

§ 7. To do faithfully whatever else may be
necessary for the fulfillment of his office. [354]

366. The General Church Secretary shall be
the custodian of, and hold in trust, such legal
documents as belong to the general church.

367. The General Church Secretary, in con-
junction with the General Superintendents,
shall, prior to the opening of the General As-
sembly, prepare all necessary forms, including
Rules of Order, Manual Abridgment for re-
vision, and other things necessary for expedit-
ing the work of the General Assembly. The
expense incurred shall be provided for out of
the General Assembly expense fund.

368. The General Church Secretary is
authorized to collect available historic material
relating to the rise and development of our
denomination, and shall be the custodian of all
such records and material.

369. The General Church Secretary may
have as many assistants for his work as the
General Assembly shall elect, or, in the interim
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of sessions of the General Assembly, the Board
of General Superintendents may appoint.

XI. The General Treasurer

370. The General Treasurer, elected by the
General Assembly, as hereinbefore provided,
[335 § 14] shall serve until the final adjourn-
ment of the next General Assembly and until
his successor is elected and qualified. [324, 335
§6, 585 § 3]

371. The General Treasurer shall be a mem-
ber, ex officio, of the General Assembly. [324]

372. If, in the interim of sessions of the Gen-
eral Assembly, a vacancy should occur in the
office of General Treasurer, for any cause, it
shall be filled by the General Board, upon nom-
ination by the Board of General Superintend-
ents. [335 §6, 356 § 3, 396]

373. The General Treasurer shall be amen-
able to the Board of General Superintendents
and the General Board.

374. The duties of the General Treasurer
shall be:

§1. To have the custody of all funds be-
longing to the general interests of the Church
of the Nazarene.

§ 2. To receive, and disburse on order, the
funds of the Department of Foreign Missions,
the Department of Home Missions, the De-
partment of Evangelism, the Department of
Publication, the Department of Ministerial
Benevolence, the Department of Education,
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and the Department of Church Schools, and
such other funds as properly belong to the
General Board, or to any of its departments;
the General Superintendents’ fund; the gen-
eral contingent fund; the General Assembly
expense fund; other general benevolent church
funds; the funds of the General Nazarene
Young People’s Society; and the funds of the
General Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society.
[378]

§ 3. To give bond for the faithful perform-
ance of his duties, in a reliable surety company,
in a good and sufficient sum, as the General
Board may direct.

§ 4. To furnish such reports to the boards
and departments, for whose funds he may be
custodian, as may be required by them.

§ 5. To furnish to the General Board an an-
nual report of all finances of the Church of
the Nazarene, including investments. [393]

§ 6. To safeguard annuity funds invested in
real estate by proper insurance policies and to
provide against the lapsing of such policies.

§ 7. To secure monthly reports of receipts
and disbursements from all schools, orphan-

ages, rescue homes, and other institutions of
the Church of the Nazarene. [213 § 2]

XII. The General Board

375. The General Board of the Church of
the Nazarene shall be composed of members
who shall be elected by ballot by the General
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Assembly from among the persons nominated
as provided in 379 §§ 1-6. To be elected to
membership on the General Board as a repre-
sentative of a geographical zone, or to remain
a member of the General Board as a repre-
sentative of a geographical zone, one must

be a resident on that zone as well as a mem-
ber of a local church on that zone. [335 § 7]

376. No one shall be eligible for election to
the General Board or shall remain a member
of the General Board who is an employee of
the General Board, or an employee of any
department or institution controlled by the
General Board, or deriving a major part of its
operating funds from the General Board or
General Church funds, or an employee of any
of our educational institutions, except as pro-
vided in 379 § 4.

377. The General Church Secretary shall
be, ex officio, secretary of the General Board.

378. The General Treasurer of the Church
of the Nazarene shall be, ex officio, treasurer of

the General Board and also of the departments
thereof. [374 § 2]

379. Nominations for the General Board
shall be made as herein provided:

§ 1. The delegations representing the assem-
bly districts of each geographical zone in the
United States shall nominate to the General
Assembly twice the number to be elected to
the General Board on the following basis of
representation: two laymen and two elders,
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one of whom shall be a pastor, from each geo-
graphical zone of forty thousand members or
less, and one layman and one additional elder
for the next forty thousand or major fraction
thereof, with the provision that no geographical
zone shall be entitled to more than a total of
six representatives. No district shall have more
than one nominee until each district of the zone
shall have been represented by a nomination.
Those elected by the General Assembly by
ballot as herein provided shall be members of
the General Board. [335 §7, 380, 561-566, 586
§1]

§ 2. The delegations representing the British
Commonwealth Zone shall nominate to the
General Assembly two elders and two laymen
from the Dominion of Canada and two elders
from the British Isles from which the General
Assembly shall elect by ballot one elder and
one layman from Canada and one elder from
the British Isles to be members of the General
Board. [335 § 7, 567, 586 § 1]

§ 3. The General Council of the Nazarene
Young People’s Society shall nominate to the
General Assembly two members of the General
Council, and one of the persons so nominated
shall, if acceptable, be elected by the General
Assembly to serve on the General Board. [452,
586 § 1]

§ 4. The General Assembly Committee on
Education shall nominate to the General As-
sembly four persons from our educational in-
stitutions, two elders and two laymen, one
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each of whom so nominated shall, if acceptable,
be elected by the General Assembly to serve
on the General Board. No two of the nominees
shall be from the same educational institution.
[438, 586 § 1]

§ 5. The General Council of the Nazarene
Foreign Missionary Society shall nominate to
the General Assembly two members of the
General Council, one of whom so nominated
shall, if acceptable, be elected by the General
Assembly to serve on the General Board. [455,
586 §1]

380. The members of the General Board
shall hold office until the final adjournment of
the next General Assembly and until their
successors are elected and qualified. [335 § 7].
In the event that a member of the General
Board shall move his church membership dur-
ing the quadrennium from the zone which he
represents his residence or his membership
shall be terminated immediately, and the
vacancy so created shall be filled immediately
in accordance with 381. [335 § 7, 379 §1]

381. Vacancies occurring in the membership
of the General Board, and also the departments
thereof, shall be filled by the remaining mem-
bers of the General Board, subject to the
approval of the Board of General Superintend-
ents. [356 § 5]

382. The General Board of the Church of
the Nazarene shall have the following depart-
ments, which are hereby established, member-
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ship in which departments shall be as provided
by vote of the General Board, except that no
department of the General Board shall have
more than one-third of the membership of
said Board:
1. Department of Foreign Missions [400]
2. Department of Home Missions [412, 413]
3. Department of Ministerial Benevolence
[426]
Department of Publication [428]
Department of Education [436]
Department of Church Schools [444]
Department of Evangelism [422]

= S i

All business transacted by said departments
shall be subject to the approval of the General
Board as hereinafter provided. [401, 414, 420,
423, 426, 429, 437, 445]

383. There shall be a General Co-ordinating
Council to relate the work of the departments
of the General Board which administer Chris-
tian education and evangelism.

This council shall be composed as follows:
a member of the Board of General Superin-
tendents, the executive secretaries of the de-
partments of Church Schools, Evangelism,
Foreign Missions, Home Missions, and the
General Secretary of the N.Y.P.S., plus one
layman and one pastor from each of these
departments of the General Board elected by
the respective departments.
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This council shall meet annually to review
the programs and publications of the respective
departments, to deal with any problems of
overlapping and conflict which may arise, and
to consider assignment of department functions
in the interest of effective administration. This
council shall have no power to legislate or alter
the basic structure of existing departments.

None of these departments or their divisions
shall launch any new major program or pub-
lication without the review of the council and
a two-thirds favorable vote of the council

Powers AND DuTiEs oF THE GENERAL BOARD

384. The General Board shall promote the
financial and material affairs of all the de-
partments of the Church of the Nazarene, sub-
ject to such instructions as may be given by
the General Assembly. It shall co-ordinate,
correlate, and unify the plans and activities of
the several constituent departments so that a
unified policy may be established by and in all
the activities of the Church of the Nazarene.
It shall have the power to direct the auditing of
the accounts of all departments and institutions
relating to or associated with the Church of
the Nazarene, with a view to securing such
uniformity of method and completeness of
form as shall be most efficient; and it shall be
an advisory body in the business and adminis-
trative affairs of the several departments of
the General Board and of all the organizations
and institutions that are a part of, related to,
or associated with this denomination. These
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departments, organizations, and institutions
shall give due consideration to the advice and
recommendations of the General Board.

385. The General Board shall have power
to buy, own, hold, manage, mortgage, sell and
convey and donate, or otherwise acquire, en-
cumber and dispose of both real and personal
property, sold, devised, bequeathed, donated
or otherwise conveyed to it in trust for any
lawful purpose, and to execute such trust; to
borrow and to loan money in the execution of
its lawful purposes.

386. The General Board shall meet before
or immediately following the final adjourn-
ment of the General Assembly and shall or-
ganize by electing officers and committees, and
members to departments as required by its
articles of incorporation and bylaws, to serve
until the next annual meeting of the General
Board and until their successors are elected
and qualified. The General Superintendents,
jointly and severally, shall preside over the
meetings of the General Board. [335 §1]

387. The General Board shall meet in an-
nual session, on the Friday after the first Sun-
day in January, at Kansas City, Missouri; how-
ever, the hour, date, and place of the annual
meeting may, by resolution unanimously
adopted at any regular or special meeting, be
changed to suit the best interests of the Gen-
eral Board and its departments. [Art. VII §1,
Bylaws General Board.]
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388. Special meetings of the General Board
may be called by the chairman, the president,
or the secretary.

389. The General Board shall choose a fi-
nance committee consisting of one member
from each department. For this finance com-
mittee each department shall have the right to
nominate one of its own members. The finance
committee shall have charge of the proper
investment of trust funds. The General Board,
after first referring to this committee all budg-
et askings submitted by the several depart-
ments for the ensuing year, shall receive from
the committee a report of its recommendations
concerning each request. This committee shall
perform any other work assigned to it by the
General Board. It shall keep accurate minutes
of all its meetings and submit them to the Gen-
eral Board for approval.

390. The General Board shall, at its annual
meeting, receive from each of its departments
a detailed report of its activities for the past
year including a financial report, together with
a more or less detailed statement of the pro-
posed activities and expenditures as its budget
for the ensuing year. From these statements
and the statement from the General Treasurer
it shall determine the amount to be allotted
from the general budget to each department
and fund; however, the General Board shall
have authority to increase or diminish the
amount asked for any department or fund.
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391. When the general budget with its pro-
posed allotment to each department shall have
been agreed upon, it shall be submitted to the
Board of General Superintendents for its con-
sideration and suggestions before final adop-
tion by the General Board. The Board of
General Superintendents may suggest changes
in the proposed general budget and make
recommendations in writing before the final
adjournment of the General Board, and the
General Board shall give due consideration to
such suggestions and recommendations.

The general budget shall be the grand total
of all department budgets and other funds to
be raised by the whole denomination for the
support, maintenance, and promotion of its
general activities.

392. When the total amount of the general
budget has been fixed for the next fiscal year
by the General Board, the General Board and
the Board of General Superintendents are au-
thorized and empowered to apportion the gen-
eral budget to the several Assembly Districts
on a basis of equity to both the district and
general interests affected. [356 § 9]

393. The General Treasurer shall annually
present to the General Board a detailed finan-
cial report of receipts and disbursements of
all funds of which he has been custodian dur-
ing the past year, including trust funds and in-
vestments, together with a detailed statement
of the proposed expenditures for the ensuing
year of funds not included in the budgets of
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departments of the General Board. The Gen-
eral Treasurer shall be responsible to the Gen-
eral Board for the faithful performance of his
duties. [374 § 5]

394. The General Board shall elect annually
three persons residing within convenient dis-
tance of Kansas City, Missouri, to serve as
members-at-large on the General Stewardship
Committee for one year and until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified. [457]

395. The General Board shall elect by ballot,
from one or more nominations submitted by
the Nominating Committee, and approved by
the Board of General Superintendents, a stew-
ardship secretary to serve on the General
Stewardship Committee until the final ad-
journment of the next General Assembly and
until his successor is elected and qualified;
however, he may be removed from such office
for cause by a two-thirds vote of all members
of the General Board, and with the written
approval of the Board of General Superin-
tendents. [457]

396. The General Board, during the interim
of sessions of the General Assembly, upon
nomination by the Board of General Superin-
tendents, shall fill any vacancy which may
occur in the following offices: General Church
Secretary, General Treasurer, Editor of Herald
of Holiness. [356 § 3, 363, 372, 432]

397. The General Board shall elect by ballot
from one or more nominations submitted by
each of the following—the Department of
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Foreign Missions, the Department of Home
Missions, the Department of Church Schools,
the Department of Education, the Department
of Ministerial Benevolence, the Department of
Publication, and the Department of Evangelism
—and approved by the Board of General Su-
perintendents, an executive secretary for each
of these several departments to serve until the
final adjournment of the next General Assem-
bly and until their successors are elected and
qualified, unless removed from office for cause
by a two-thirds vote of all the members of the
General Board and with the written approval
of the Board of General Superintendents. [403,
414 §4, 423 §4, 426 §4, 429 §5, 437 §5, 445
§6]

The General Board shall fix the salary of
these executive secretaries.

398. The General Board shall elect by ballot,
from one or more nominations submitted by
the Department of Church Schools jointly with
the Board of General Superintendents, a person
to be Editor in Chief of Church School periodi-
cals, to serve until the final adjournment of the
next General Assembly and until his successor
is elected and qualified, unless he is removed
from such office for cause by a two-thirds
vote of all members of the General Board, and
with the written approval of the Board of
General Superintendents. [433, 445 § 7]

The General Board shall fix the salary of
the Editor in Chief of Church School periodi-
cals.
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398A. The General Board shall elect by bal-
lot from one or more nominations submitted
by the Department of Publication jointly with
the Board of General Superintendents, a man-
ager of the Nazarene Publishing House, to
serve until the final adjournment of the next
General Assembly and until his successor is
elected and qualified, unless he is removed
from such office for cause by a two-thirds vote
of all members of the General Board, and with
the written approval of the Board of General
Superintendents. [429]

The General Board shall fix the salary of the
manager of the Nazarene Publishing House.

399. The General Board shall be organized
into departments as hereinbefore provided:

§1. Each department shall meet before or
immediately following the final adjournment
of the General Assembly and organize by
choosing a department chairman, a vice-chair-
man, and a recording secretary. The officers
shall serve in the usual capacity of their re-
spective offices. Department committees may
be provided at the pleasure of each depart-
ment.

§ 2. Each department shall meet as many
days prior to the convening of the General
Board as may be necessary to transact its
business. Each department may hold special
meetings when called by the chairman or by
the recording secretary.

§ 3. Each department shall meet separately
for the purpose of considering the business
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pertaining to that department. It shall for-
mulate its plans and policies, prepare its budg-
et, and submit a comprehensive report of the
business transacted for the information and
approval of the General Board. Any depart-
ment shall on request furnish to the General
Board any other information required.

§4. Each department shall file with the
secretary of the General Board complete min-
utes of each meeting of the department.

§ 5. Each department may employ such help
as it may deem necessary, provided it keeps
within its disbursing budget.

§ 6. Each department shall prepare a re-
port of all work done during the preceding
four years, including funds received from all
sources and the amounts and purposes for
which disbursed, and a program of activities
for the next succeeding quadrennium, and this
report when approved shall become a part of
the report of the General Board to the General
Assembly.

§ 7. No department, organization, or insti-
tution that is a part of, related to, or associated
with the Church of the Nazarene shall issue
annuity bonds, life notes, or other similar fi-
nancial contracts contrary to the advice of the
General Board.

THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN MissIONs

400. The Department of Foreign Missions
shall be composed of those members of the
General Board assigned thereto. [382]
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401. It shall be the duty of the Department
of Foreign Missions: [382]

§ 1. To perform the work of diffusing Chris-
tianity more generally by supporting, main-
taining, and promoting missionary activity and
evangelism by the Church of the Nazarene in
foreign mission territory.

§ 2. To supervise and administer the work
of organizing, maintaining, and supporting
churches, mission schools, dispensaries, hos-
pitals, and orphanages, and providing them
with proper buildings, equipment, and work-
ers; and do whatever else may be proper and
necessary for the welfare and progress of for-
eign missionary work, subject to the approval
of the General Board and the Board of Gen-
eral Superintendents. [356 §§1, 2]

§3. To prepare an annual detailed report
of its activities for the past year including a
financial report, together with a more or less
detailed statement of its proposed activities and
expenditures as its budget for the ensuing
year, and submit the same to the General
Board at its annual meeting for approval;, no
budget, however, shall be in excess of the goal
set by the General Assembly for this depart-
ment.

§4. To approve or disapprove nominations
for membership on the General Council of the
Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society. [454,
974 § 3, 586 § 5]
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402. Foreign mission territory shall consist
of those countries considered advisable by the
General Board for foreign missionary work.

403. The Foreign Missions Secretary, elected
according to 397, shall give his undivided at-
tention to such duties as properly belong to his
office, and in such manner as the interests of
the Church of the Nazarene may require in
agreement with the Bylaws of the General
Board and the policies adopted by the De-
partment of Foreign Missions and the Gen-
eral Board. [409]

404. Missionaries to foreign mission terri-
tory, both lay and ministerial, shall be ap-
pointed and commissioned by the General
Board from nominations made by the Depart-
ment of Foreign Missions, provided all such
nominations shall have first been duly ap-
proved in writing by the Board of General
Superintendents [356 § 1]

405. All lay missionaries appointed and
commissioned by the General Board shall, by
virtue thereof, be members of the District As-
sembly of their choice. [177]

406. The General Nazarene Foreign Mis-
sionary Society shall be an auxiliary of the
Department of Foreign Missions and subject to
its direction. [454]

407. A Missionary Study Committee shall
be provided whose duty it shall be to author-
ize, supervise, and correlate all missionary
study programs and material for the Church
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of the Nazarene, including study courses, mis-
sionary themes, topics and lines of study, to
be used in whole or in part by any department
or auxiliary. In case any phase of this study
literature is not found adaptable to any de-
partment that department may provide such
additional study material as shall be approved
by the Committee.

408. Nominations to the Committee shall be
selected in the following manner: One nominee
shall be selected by the Department of Foreign
Missions, one by the Department of Home
Missions, one by the Executive Committee of
the General Council of the Nazarene Foreign
Missionary Society, one by the Department
of Church Schools, one by the Department
of Publication, and one by the General Coun-
cil of the Nazarene Young People’s Society;
and these nominations shall be submitted to the
General Board by the Department of Foreign
Missions. The Foreign Missions Secretary,
elected to that office by the General Board,
shall be a member ex officio of the committee.

409. The compilation of rules and regula-
tions to govern our foreign missionaries, na-
tive home missionaries, foreign mission fields,
foreign missionary districts, native local
churches, and native church members shall
be known as the Foreign Missionary Policy.

§ 1. The Foreign Missionary Policy shall be
adopted by the General Board and shall be
subject to amendment from time to time by
the General Board.
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§ 2. Native local churches and foreign mis-
sionary districts may be organized in harmony
with the Foreign Missionary Policy and shall
be subject to the provisions and requirements
of said Policy.

§ 3. Both native church members and li-
censed and ordained native ministers shall be
subject to the provisions and requirements of
the Foreign Missionary Policy until the foreign
missionary field or district shall have been
organized into a regular Assembly District.

410. In case a foreign missionary district
and the native local churches thereof shall
become wholly self-supporting and shall be
deemed by the District Superintendent and
the mission council to be capable of function-
ing as regular local churches and a regular
Assembly District, the procedure shall be as
follows:

The District Superintendent and the mission
council shall petition the General Board and
the Board of General Superintendents for
authorization to effect such organization in
agreement with the Church Constitution and
the Manual. Upon the issuance of such au-
thorization the District Superintendent, or
someone appointed by the Board of General
Superintendents, shall effect the proper organi-
zation. Local churches so organized, and As-
sembly Districts so constituted, shall there-
after in all respects be subject to and governed
by the provisions of the Church Constitution
and the Manual.
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411. The General Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, a corporation of Kansas City, Missouri,
shall be composed of five members elected by
the General Assembly, who shall hold office
until the final adjournment of the next Gen-
eral Assembly and until their successors are
elected and qualified. Vacancies therein shall
be filled by the Board of General Superin-
tendents from nominations made by the re-
maining members of the corporation. [335 § 8,
356 § 6, 461]

Tue DeparRTMENT oF HoME MissIioNs

412. The Department of Home Missions
shall be composed of those members of the
General Board assigned thereto. [382]

413. The Department of Home Missions
shall function clearly in the two distinct di-
visions of its work, namely, home missions
and church extension.

HomMmE MissioNs

414. It shall be the duty of the Department
of Home Missions in the division of Home
Missions: [382]

§ 1. To perform the work of diffusing Chris-
tianity more generally by supporting, main-
taining, and promoting all phases of church
work and missionary activity conducted by the
Church of the Nazarene in the home territory,
including work among foreign-speaking people
and others not cared for by regular pastors,
excepting work that is assigned to the Depart-
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ment of Foreign Missions, and all work in
whatever country carried on, as may be as-
signed to it by the General Board and the
Board of General Superintendents, with all
such activities subject to the approval of the
General Board and the Board of General
Superintendents. [356 § 2]

§2. To encourage the organization of
churches and otherwise to extend Christianity
and the Church of the Nazarene.

§ 3. To prepare an annual detailed report of
its activities for the past year including a fi-
nancial report, together with a more or less
detailed statement of its proposed activities
and expenditures as its budget for the ensuing
year, and submit the same to the General
Board at its annual meeting for approval; o
budget, however, shall be in excess of the goal
set by the General Assembly for this division
of work.

§ 4. To submit to the General Board one
or more nominations approved by the Board of
General Superintendents from which an execu-
tive secretary shall be elected according to 397.

415. An Assembly District having not more
than eight hundred members may become a
home mission district by majority vote of the
District Assembly and at the discretion of the
General Board.

The District Superintendent of such home

mission district shall be nominated by the
Board of General Superintendents and elected
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by vote of the District Assembly. In case the
nomination be rejected by the vote of the Dis-
trict Assembly, the General Superintendent
presiding shall continue submitting nomina-
tions until there is an election by vote of the
District Assembly.

416. An Assembly District having home
missionary needs it is unable to supply with its
own resources may be eligible to consideration
for assistance from the Department of Home
Missions in its division of home missions.

417. All requests for grants of home mission
funds shall be accompanied by reasons there-
for, and shall be filed in writing with the Home
Missions Secretary of the Department of Home
Missions. Such requests shall be submitted .
to the Board of General Superintendents for
review. No appropriation shall be made by the
Department of Home Missions without the
written approval of the Board of General
Superintendents.

418. The distribution of home missionary
funds, whether for work among foreigners in
the homeland, or for home missionary activities
in recognized Assembly Districts, shall be
made through the district advisory board of
the Assembly District in which the work is be-
ing conducted, with the exception of work
assigned to the Department of Foreign Mis-
sions.

419. The General Board of Home Missions
and Evangelism, a corporation of Kansas City,
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Missouri, shall be composed of five members
elected by the General Assembly, who shall
hold office until the final adjournment of the
next General Assembly and until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified. Vacancies
therein shall be filled by the Board of General
Superintendents from nominations made by
the remaining members of the corporation,
[335 § 8, 356 § 6, 461]

CHURCH EXTENSION

420. It shall be the duty of the Department
of Home Missions in the division of Church
Extension: [382]

§ 1. To perform the work of promoting the
cause of providing and constructing suitable
church buildings for local congregations of the
Church of the Nazarene, and of suitable par-
sonages for the use of its pastors, subject to
the approval of the General Board and the
Board of General Superintendents. [231 §1,
356 § 2]

§ 2. To devise means by which funds may
be secured, held, and managed for its purpose;
to make loans from its loan funds and grants
from its gift funds under regulations approved
by the General Board; to give careful study to
proposed church locations and building sites
and to make such recommendations therein as
it may deem advisable; to furnish such assist-
ance in devising building plans and to supply
such architectural service as its facilities and
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means may provide; to assist local churches in
raising funds for new buildings and for liqui-
dating indebtedness on church property; and
to assist local churches to incorporate and
establish valid titles to church property. [114,
118, 231 §§ 1-5]

§3. To prepare an annual detailed report
of its activities for the past year including a
financial report, together with a more or less
detailed statement of its proposed activities
and expenditures as its budget for the ensuing
year, and submit the same to the General
Board at its annual meeting for approval; no
budget, however, shall be in excess of the goal
set by the General Assembly for this gdivision
of work.

421. The General Board of Church Exten-
sion, a corporation of Kansas City, Missouri,
shall be composed of five members elected by
the General Assembly, who shall hold office
until the final adjournment of the next Gen-
eral Assembly and until their successors are
elected and qualified. Vacancies therein shall
be filled by the Board of General Superintend-
ents from nominations made by the remaining
members of the corporation. [335 § 8, 356 § 6,
461]

THE DEPARTMENT OoF EVANGELISM

422, The Department of Evangelism shall
be composed of those members of the General
Board assigned thereto. [382]
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423. 1t shall be the duty of the Department
of Evangelism: [382]

§1. To promote an aggressive evangelism
throughout the Church of the Nazarene and to
co-operate in every way with the General
Superintendents, the District Superintendents,
the pastors, and the evangelists in the work of
evangelism; to inspire members of our local
churches to zeal in soul winning through inter-
cessory prayer, personal evangelism, and the
distribution of gospel literature.

§ 2. To prepare an annual detailed report
of its activities for the past year including a
financial report, together with a more or less
detailed statement of its proposed activities
and expenditures as its budget for the ensuing
year, and submit the same to the General
Board at its annual meeting for approval; no
budget, however, shall be in excess of the
goal set by the General Assembly for this
division of work.

§ 3. To be responsible for the direction and
promotion of the Crusade for Souls and to
perform all other duties relative to evangelism
as may be assigned by the General Board.

§4. To submit to the General Board one
or more nominations approved by the Board
of General Superintendents from which an

executive secretary shall be elected according
to 397.

424. There shall be a permanent commission,
known as the Crusade for Souls Commission.
It shall consist of seven members, including
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one evangelist and one pastor, in addition to
an ex-officio representative of the Board of
General Superintendents. The Commission is
to be appointed immediately following each
General Assembly by the Board of General
Superintendents, and is to report annually to
the Department of Evangelism.

TueE DEPARTMENT OF MINISTERIAL BENEVOLENCE

425. The Department of Ministerial Benevo-
lence shall be composed of those members of
the General Board assigned thereto. [382]

426. It shall be the duty of the Department
of Ministerial Benevolence: [382]

§1. To perform the work of providing for
the temporal support of disabled ministers,
aged ministers and their needy dependents,
and the widows and orphans of ministers of
the Church of the Nazarene, subject to the ap-
proval of the General Board and the Board of
General Superintendents. [356 § 2]

§ 2. To devise means by which funds may
be secured, held, and managed for its pur-
poses, to make appropriations from its funds
for the aid of needy and disabled ministers
and the needy and disabled members of the
ministers’ families, under regulations approved
by the General Board; to carry out such plans
for funds, relief, support, and pensions as may
be authorized by the General Assembly or by
the General Board; to control, manage, and
supervise such old people’s homes as may be
established or approved by the General As-
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sembly or by the General Board. [191, 218 § 6,
266, 2717, 293]

§3. To prepare an annual detailed report
of its activities for the past year including a
financial report, together with a more or less
detailed statement of the proposed activities
and expenditures as its budget for the ensuing
year, and submit the same to the General
Board at its annual meeting for approval; no
budget, however, shall be in excess of the goal
set by the General Assembly for this depart-
ment.

§ 4. To submit to the General Board one or
more nominations approved by the Board of
General Superintendents from which an execu-
tive secretary of the department shall be
elected according to 397.

427. The General Board of Ministerial Re-
lief, a corporation of Kansas City, Missouri,
shall be composed of five members elected
by the General Assembly, who shall hold
office until the final adjournment of the next
General Assembly and until their successors
are elected and qualified. Vacancies therein
shall be filled by the Board of General Super-
intendents from nominations made by the re-
maining members of the corporation. [335 § 8,
356 §6, 461]

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLICATION

428. The Department of Publication shall
be composed of those members of the General
Board assigned thereto. [382]
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429. It shall be the duty of the Department
of Publication: [382]

§1. To perform the work of spreading
Christianity, by the publication, sale, and dis-
tribution of moral and religious literature, sub-
ject to the approval of the General Board and
the Board of General Superintendents. [356
§2]

§2. To have the general supervision and
management of all publications affecting the
interests of the Church of the Nazarene, ex-
cept as herein otherwise limited; to conduct
a systematic distribution of Bibles, books,
tracts, and gospel literature; and to provide
such literature and other materials as may be
deemed necessary for the interests of the de-
nomination. [233]

§ 3. To provide the church with an attractive
and varied line of tracts and to promote the
work of tract distribution.

Policy regarding types of tracts, format,
number of items to be carried, and plans for
programs of distribution shall be supervised
by a committee including one member from
the Nazarene Publishing House (chairman ex
officio) and one member each from the staffs
of the Department of Home Missions, the De-
partment of Evangelism, the Department of
Foreign Missions, the Department of Church
Schools, and the Nazarene Young People’s
Society.

Before publication, all tracts shall have the
approval of the Book Committee. [430]
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Tracts shall be published by the Nazarene
Publishing House under its own imprint or
under one of its trade imprints. Establishment
of tract prices shall rest with the Nazarene
Publishing House.

§ 4. To prepare an annual detailed report of
its activities for the past year including a
financial report, together with a more or less
detailed statement of its proposed activities
and expenditures as its budget for the ensuing
year, and submit the same to the General
Board at its annual meeting for approval; no
budget, however, shall be in excess of the
goal set by the General Assembly for this de-
partment. Upon the basis of such reports and
statements the Department of Publication
shall determine and reserve that portion of
the net profits of the Nazarene Publishing
House for the preceding year necessary to
meet its financial obligations and finance its
business of the current year. The entire bal-
ance of the net profits, if any, shall be applied
to the benevolent work of the Church of the
Nazarene as directed by the General Assembly.

§ 5. To submit to the General Board one ar
more nominations approved by the Board of
General Superintendents from which an execu-
tive secretary of the department shall be
elected according to 397.

§ 6. To submit to the General Board one
or more nominations approved by the Board
of General Superintendents from which a
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manager of the Nazarene Publishing House
shall be elected according to 398A.

430. The Book Committee, in conjunction
with the management of the Nazarene Pub-
lishing House, shall arrange for books and
tracts deemed advisable for publication.

No book or tract, except songbooks, shall
be published with the sanction of the Church
of the Nazarene or the Nazarene Publishing
House, or have the imprint of the Nazarene
Publishing House or any of its trade names,
unless approved in writing by a majority of
the members of the Book Committee, and by
them recommended for publication; and no
book from other publishers may be adver-
tised in any of our periodicals unless the book
has been read and authorization for its adver-
tisement has been given by the Book Com-
mittee. [335 § 11, 429 § 3]

431. There shall be an advisory committee
to the Book Committee composed of a Gen-
eral Superintendent and the executive officers
of all departments, committees, or commis-
sions which initiate and are responsible for the
publication of books or tracts. The book com-
mittee may also invite to this advisory group
other persons who, because of their specializa-
tion in Biblical, theological, or other fields,
may give valuable counsel in planning the per-
manent literature of the church.

432. The Editor of the Herald of Holiness
shall perform such duties as generally belong
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to the editorial office, and in such a manner as
the interests of the Church of the Nazarene
may require, and in harmony with the edito-
rial policy agreed upon between the Editor and
the Department of Publication. In matters of
denominational polity and doctrine he shall be
governed by the recommendation of the Board
of General Superintendents. [335 § 13, 585 § 4]

He shall be amenable to the Board of Gen-
eral Superintendents and the General Board.

If, in the interim of sessions of the General
Assembly, a vacancy should occur in the
editorship of the Herald of Holiness, it shall
be filled by the General Board, upon nomina-
tion by the Board of General Superintendents.
[356 § 3, 396]

433. The Editor-in-Chief of Church School
Periodicals shall perform such duties as gener-
ally belong to that office, in such a manner as
the interests of the Church of the Nazarene
may require, and in harmony with the edito-
rial policy agreed upon by the Editor-in-Chief
of Church School Periodicals and the Depart-
ment of Publication. In matters of denomina-
tional polity and doctrine he shall be governed
by the recommendations of the Board of Gen-
eral Superintendents. [398]

He shall be amenable to the Board of Gen-
eral Superintendents and the General Board.

434. The manager of the Nazarene Publish-
ing House, elected according to 398A, shall
conduct the business of the Nazarene Publish-
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ing House in agreement with the Bylaws of
the General Board and the policies adopted by
the Department of Publication and the Board
of General Superintendents.

435. The Nazarene Publishing House, a cor-
poration of Kansas City, Missouri, shall be
composed of seven members elected by the
General Assembly, who shall hold office until
the final adjournment of the next General As-
sembly and until their successors are elected
and qualified. Vacancies therein shall be filled
by the Board of General Superintendents from
nominations made by the remaining members
of the corporation. [335 §9, 356 § 6]

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

436. The Department of Education shall be
composed of those members of the General
Board assigned thereto. [382]

437. It shall be the duty of the Department
of Education: [382]

§ 1. To perform the work of promoting the
cause of education, subject to the approval of
the General Board and the Board of General
Superintendents. [356 § 2]

§2. To sustain an advisory relationship to
all educational institutions now and hereafter
related to or associated with the Church of the
Nazarene in matters of courses of study, of
buildings, location, general business and ad-
ministrative policy.
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§ 3. To awaken proper interest in educa-
tion; to encourage the schools and colleges to
attain higher standards and greater efficiency;
to determine the number of schools and col-
leges that may receive financial support from
this department; and to declare their classi-
fication and standards, and the supporting ter-
ritory of each.

§ 4. To prepare an annual report of (1) its
own activities for the past year, including a
financial statement, and (2) a general report
of the activities and finances of each educa-
tional institution, together with (3) a more
or less detailed statement of the proposed ac-
tivities and expenditures as its budget for the
ensuing year of the department, and also (4)
a more or less detailed statement of the pro-
posed activities and expenditures as its budget
for the ensuing year of each school or college,
and (5) of the amount proposed to be allotted
to each institution, and submit the same to
the General Board at its annual meeting for
approval. No budget shall be in excess of the
goal set by the General Assembly.

§ 5. To submit to the General Board one or
more nominations approved by the Board of
General Superintendents from which an execu-
tive secretary of the department shall be
elected according to 397.

§ 6. To create and maintain an educational
fund for the expense of the department and
the promotion of its work, and also for the pur-
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pose of assisting the educational institutions
under its supervision. It shall receive such
funds as may be contributed to it for educa-
tional purposes through gifts and donations, or
through the general budget funds of the
church, and shall annually appropriate to each
educational institution such an amount as the
department may determine for the purpose of
assisting such institutions to meet their cur-
rent operating expenses.

The department shall also have power to
administer any and all other funds, gifts, dona-
tions, or bequests that may be committed to it
for educational purposes; and to solicit and
create special funds for scholarships, endow-
ments, or other purposes of the department,
and to administer these funds under such
rules and regulations as it may adopt.

§ 7. To make such recommendations to the
management of each educational institution as
in its judgment will serve to increase its effi-
ciency.

§ 8. To determine, and advise at least quad-
rennially, the minmum requirements to be
maintained for admission, for graduation, for
promotion to baccalaureate or other degrees
in the educational institutions recognized by
the Church of the Nazarene. The requirements
thus established shall provide in all cases for
the historical, literary, practical, and devo-
tional study of the Bible.

§9. To have charge of all matters pertaining
to general moral education. This department
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shall provide that a brief course in moral edu-
cation be given annually in schools under the
supervision of the Church of the Nazarene, and
that as many local churches as possible be
reached with moral instruction.

§10. In conjunction with the Board of Gen-
eral Superintendents, to arrange courses of
study for local preachers, licensed ministers,
licensed deaconesses, song evangelists, and di-
rectors of Christian education. [356 §10, 580,
581, 582, 583, 584]

438. The schools and colleges now and here-
by recognized as under the auspices of the
Church of the Nazarene, and the zones for
educational purposes sanctioned by the Gen-
eral Assembly, are:
(1) Eastern Nazarene College, Eastern Zone
[554]

(2) Trevecca Nazarene College, Southeast
Zone [555]

(3) Olivet Nazarene College, Central Zone
[556]

(4) Bethany Nazarene College, West Cen-
tral Zone [557]

(5) Pasadena College, Southwest Zone
[558]

(6) Northwest Nazarene College, Northwest
Zone [559]

(7) Canadian Nazarene College, Canadian
Nazarene College Zone [560]

(8) Hurlet Nazarene College

(9) Nazarene Theological Seminary
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439. Each educational institution shall pre-
pare an annual detailed report of its activities
during the past year, including a financial re-
port duly audited by a public accountant, and
a detailed statement of its proposed activities
and expenditures together with a statement
of probable income, as its budget for the en-
suing year, and shall forward this report to
the Department of Education.

440. No educational institution shall em-
ploy or retain permanently in its employment
any faculty member who is not in full accord
with the doctrine of, and in the experience of,
entire sanctification, and who is not in full
agreement and sympathy with the Bible doc-
trines and usages held by the Church of the
Nazarene as set forth in the Church Consti-
tution and the Manual of government of said
church.

441. No educational institution of the
Church of the Nazarene shall hereafter be
established or receive support from the funds
of the department unless its plans and organi-
zation have first been submitted to the Depart-
ment of Education for approval; and no
institution shall continue to receive regular
support unless its educational standards, plan
of organization, and financial methods are ap-
proved by the Department of Education.

442. The Department of Education may
recommend to the General Board and to the
Board of General Superintendents, and to the
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trustees of the schools affected thereby, that
two or more schools be merged or otherwise
disposed of, whenever in its judgment the
highest educational interests of the denomina-
tion will be conserved by so doing.

443. The General Board of Education, a
corporation of Kansas City, Missouri, shall be
composed of five members elected by the Gen-
eral Assembly, who shall hold office until the
final adjournment of the next General Assem-
bly and until their successors are elected and
qualified. Vacancies therein shall be filled by
the Board of General Superintendents from

nominations made by the remaining members
of the corporation. [335 § 8, 356 § 6, 461]

DEPARTMENT OoF CHURCH SCHOOLS

444. The Department of Church Schools
shall be composed of those members of the
General Board assigned thereto. [382]

445. 1t shall be the duty of the Department
of Church Schools: [382]

§1. To perform the work of promoting
Christian education and the training of church
school workers in the local churches of the
Church of the Nazarene. It shall have full
supervision of the work of the church school
in harmony with the doctrines of the Church
of the Nazarene and the program of the Gen-
eral Assembly and the General Board of the
Church of the Nazarene, subject to the ap-



GOVERNMENT [11445] 201

proval of the General Board and the Board
of General Superintendents. [136, 243, 356 § 2]

§ 2. To promote the organization and work
of Sunday schools, vacation Bible schools, and
weekday Bible schools, and provide courses
of study and lesson helps therefor; to promote-
interest in Bible study and mission study
(mission study policies, program, and materials
subject to the approval of the Department of
Foreign Missions), and provide materials for
the same; to arrange for such expressional ac-
tivities as are in harmony with the spirit and
teaching of the Church of the Nazarene; in
co-operation with the Christian Service Train-
ing Commission to promote the work of Chris-
tian Service Training as it relates to the
preparation of workers for their tasks in the
church schools, provide courses of study, texts,
and instructions for the same; to arrange for
and conduct, and to assist district church
school boards in arranging and conducting
conventions and Christian Service Training
institutes and schools; to provide standards of
efficiency; to arrange for the publishing of
such papers, periodicals, and pamphlets as
may be needed for the successful prosecution
of these objects, and employ the necessary
office and field workers.

§ 3. To meet annually as a Curriculum Com-
mittee with one of the General Superintend-
ents designated by the Board of General
Superintendents, and with the manager of the
Nazarene Publishing House, both of whom
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shall serve in an advisory capacity. This com-
mittee shall be responsible for reviewing care-
fully, modifying as seems desirable, and giving
final approval to all curricular materials which
are provided for the use of our church schools.

§ 4. To prepare an annual detailed report of
its activities for the past year, including a fi-
nancial report, together with a more or less
detailed statement of its proposed activities
and expenditures as its budget for the ensuing
year, and submit the same to the General
Board at its annual meeting for approval; how-
ever, no budget shall be in excess of the goal
set by the General Assembly for this depart-
ment.

§ 5. To recommend to the General Board an
amount to be placed in the general budget for
the purpose of carrying on the work of this
department, the amount to be within the limits
of any goal that may be set by the Genera
Assembly for this department. All actual dis-
bursements shall not exceed the amount re-
ceived for this department.

§ 6. To submit to the General Board one or
more nominations approved by the Board of
General Superintendents from which an execu-
tive secretary of the department shall be
elected according to 397.

§7. To submit to the General Board one
or more nominations approved by the Board
of General Superintendents from which an
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Editor in Chief of Church Schools periodicals
shall be elected according to 398.

XIII. Christian Service Training Commission

446. There shall be a Commission on Chris-
tian Service Training including a General
Superintendent, the executive secretaries of
the Department of Church Schools, the Naza-
rene Young People’s Society, the Department
of Education, the Department of Evangelism,
the Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society, and
the manager of the Nazarene Publishing House.

§1. The Commission shall meet within
thirty days after the close of the General As-
sembly and elect a Chairman and a Secretary
to serve until the close of the quadrennium or
until their successors are duly elected and
qualified.

§ 2. The Commission shall operate as an
interdepartmental service organization for all
agencies of the general church which develop
training courses for use in the local church.
The Commission shall be administratively re-
lated to the Department of Church Schools.

§ 3. The Commission shall be responsible
for approval and publication of (1) all courses
in the area of leadership education; (2) for
such other elective courses as may be assigned
to it by any of the established departments or
agencies of the church; (3) the Commission
may initiate such training courses as are
needed by the local church or other groups
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which are not clearly within the jurisdiction
of other agencies of the general church.

§ 4 The Commission shall be responsible for
promoting the work of Christian Service Train-
ing throughout the church and for its entire
membership.

§ 5. The Commission may employ a director
and such office assistance as may be needed.

The operating budget shall be prepared by
the director and approved by the Commission
and underwritten annually by participating de-
partments and agencies.

XIV. The Executive Board in Canada

447. The Executive Board in Canada, incor-
porated in 1946 under the title “The Executive
Board of the Church of the Nazarene, Do-
minion of Canada,” shall be recognized as the
lawful authority of the Church of the Nazarene
in Canada in all matters relative to the acquir-
ing, holding, selling, and conveying of property
within the Dominion, as outlined in the Ar-
ticles of Incorporation.

The Executive Board shall be composed of
the duly elected District Superintendents of the
Assembly Districts of the Church of the Naza-
rene in Canada. Minutes of the annual meet-
ings of the Executive Board shall be read and
approved by the General Board.

XV. British Advisory Council

448. There may be set up in Britain a
permanent organization known as the British
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Advisory Council of the Church of the Naza-
rene to speak and act for the said church in
the British Isles on such occasions when united
action is called for. The Council shall have
no legislative or administrative authority and
shall be composed of equal representation from
all districts in the British Isles,

XVI. The General Orphanage Board

449. The General Orphanage Board, con-
sisting of five members, shall be elected by the
General Assembly to serve until the final ad-
journment of the next General Assembly and
until their successors are elected and qualified.
[335 § 8, 356 § 6, 461]

450. The General Orphanage Board shall
have charge of the orphanage interests of the
Church of the Nazarene, subject to the ap-
proval of the General Assembly and the Board
of General Superintendents. [356 § 2]

XVII. The General Nazarene Young People’s
Society

451. The General Nazarene Young People’s
Society shall be composed of all district and
local Nazarene Young People’s Societies.

It shall be governed by the constitution of
the General Nazarene Young People’s Society
approved by the General Assembly. [See Con-
stitution, 573 § 3]

452, The General Nazarene Young People’s
Society shall be represented on the General
Board of the Church of the Nazarene by one



206 [11453] GOVERNMENT

member elected thereto by the General As
sembly from nominations made by the General
Council of the General Nazarene Young Peo-
ple’s Society. [379 § 3]

453. There shall be a General Quadrennial
Convention, which shall meet at a time fixed
by the General Council in consultation with
the Board of General Superintendents. The
General Quadrennial Convention shall be
composed of such members as are designated
in 573 § 3.

The General Convention shall elect a Gen-
eral Secretary, who shall be, ex officio, a mem-
ber of the General Assembly. [324]

XVIII. The General Council of the General Nazarene
Foreign Missionary Society

454. The General Council of the General
Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society shall be
composed of eight members elected according
to the Constitution of the General Nazarene
Foreign Missionary Society. [401 § 4, 574 § 3]

The General Council of the General Naza-
rene Foreign Missionary Society shall be gov-
erned by the Constitution of the General
Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society. This
organization shall be auxiliary to the Depart-
ment of Foreign Missions. [406, 574 § 3]

455. The General Nazarene Foreign Mis-
sionary Society shall be represented on the
General Board by one member elected thereto
by the General Assembly from nominations
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made by the General Council of the General
Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society. [379 § 5]

456. There shall be a Quadrennial Conven-
tion held under the direction of the General
Council of the General Nazarene Foreign Mis-
sionary Society at the same time as, or im-
mediately preceding, the regular meeting of
the General Assembly. This Convention shall
elect the General Council of the General Naza-
rene Foreign Missionary Society of eight mem-
bers, from nominations approved by the
Department of Foreign Missions. The Con-
vention shall elect a General President, who
shall be a member ex officio of the General
Council of the General Nazarene Foreign Mis-
sionary Society and also a member ex officio
of the General Assembly. [324, 574 § 3]

XIX. The General Stewardship Committee

457. There shall be a General Stewardship
Committee composed of the executive secre-
tary of each of the departments of the Gen-
eral Board, the General Secretary of the
General Nazarene Young People’s Society, the
General Secretary of the General Nazarene
Foreign Missionary Society, the Manager of the
Nazarene Publishing House, the Editor of the
Herald of Holiness, the Editor-in-Chief of
Church School Periodicals, the General Church
Secretary, the General Treasurer, a Steward-
ship Secretary elected by the General Board,
and the three members-at-large residing within
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convenient distance of Kansas City, Missouri,
elected by the General Board. [394, 395]

The General Stewardship Committee shall
promote the whole cause of Christian steward-
ship in the Church of the Nazarene, subject to
the approval of the General Board and the
Board of General Superintendents. [41, 107]

458. The duties of the General Stewardship
Committee shall be:

§ 1. To promote and raise the general budg-
et.

§ 2. To have charge of financial publicity.

§ 3. To secure endowments, annuities, and
other funds.

§ 4. To promote financial campaigns and
provide inspirational speakers.

§ 5. To arrange stewardship campaigns for
the purpose of presenting to the entire mem-
bership of the Church of the Nazarene the
claims of Christian stewardship.

§ 6. To prepare promotional and steward-
ship literature.
§ 7. To collect and disseminate information

designed to promote interest in the work of
the kingdom of God.

§ 8. To co-operate with the several depart-
ments of the General Board in promoting their
work.

§9. To do any other work that the General
Board may direct.
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§10. To keep accurate minutes of all its
meetings and submit a comprehensive report
of its work to the annual meeting of the Gen-
eral Board.

XX. Board of Trustees—Nazarene Theological
Seminary

459. The Board of Trustees of the Nazarene
Theological Seminary shall be composed of
thirteen members who shall be elected as fol-
lows: The General Assembly Committee on
Nominations shall select two nominees from
each of the seven Educational Zones and
twelve nominees at large. From these twenty-
six nominees the General Assembly shall elect
seven members from the Educational Zones
and six members-at-large. Three of these
elected at large are to be laymen. [335 §12]

No officer, teacher, or employee of any
Nazarene educational institution shall be eli-
gible for election to the Board of Trustees of
the Nazarene Theological Seminary.

XXI. The Organization of General Boards
460. The general boards shall have their
bylaws and policies published immediately
after the General Assembly, and copies of these

shall be available at Headquarters for those
desiring them.

XXII. The Annual Meetings of General Boards

461. The annual meetings of all the general
boards of the Church of the Nazarene shall be
held at the same time and the same place, in
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order that all their work, plans, and efforts
may be fully correlated. [335 § 8, 411, 419, 421,
427, 443, 449]

XXIII. The Fiscal Year

462. The fiscal year for all general interests
of the Church of the Nazarene shall close on
April 30 of each year.
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I. CHURCH DISCIPLINE

463. The object of church discipline is not
the punishment of offenders, but vindication
of the truth, purification of the church, warn-
ing of the careless, and reformation and sal-
vation of the guilty. Members of the church
who do violence to the General or Special
Rules, or who willfully and continuously vio-
late their membership vows, should be dealt
with kindly yet faithfully, according to the
grievousness of their offenses.

Holiness of heart and life being the New
Testament standard, the Church of the Naza-
rene insists upon a clean ministry, and requires
that those who bear its credentials as ministers
be orthodox in doctrine and holy in life. Thus
the purpose of the discipline of a minister is not
punitive or retributive, but is to determine
the ministerial standing and church relations
of a minister accused of misconduct.

II. DISCIPLINE OF A LAYMAN

464. If a request is made for investigation of
a lay member accused of unchristian conduct,
the pastor shall appoint an investigating com-
mittee of three members of the local church,
who shall make a written report concerning
the result of their investigation. [69 § 14] This
report must be signed by a majority and filed
with the church board. The accusation upon
which an investigation is made must be signed

213
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by at least two reputable members of the local
church.

After the investigation and pursuant thereto,
any two members in good standing in the local
church may sign charges against the accused
and file same with the church board. There-
upon the church board shall appoint a local
board of discipline of five members who are
unprejudiced and able to hear and dispose of
the case in a fair and impartial manner, and
these shall conduct a hearing as soon as prac-
ticable and determine the issues involved.
[122 § 25] After hearing the testimony of wit-
nesses and considering the evidence, they shall
either absolve the accused or administer disci-
pline as the facts shall establish to be proper.
Such decision must be unanimous. Discipline
may take the form of reprimand, suspension,
or expulsion from membership in the local
church. Repentance, apology, or restitution
may be required.

An appeal from the decision of a local board
of discipline may be taken to the district court
of appeals within thirty days by either the
accused or the church board.

III. DISCIPLINE OF A MINISTER

465. If an elder or licensed minister be ac-
cused of conduct unbecoming to a minister, or
of teaching doctrines out of harmony with the
doctrinal statement of the Church of the Naza-
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rene, or of serious laxity in the enforcement of
the General or Special Rules of the church,
such accusation shall be placed in writing and
shall be s