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Two Great Occasions Are Near at Hand

By GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT WILLIAMS

special offering for the general budget of our church.

S UNDAY, December 28th, is the day set apart for a
We are praying earnestly that God will put it into the

hearts of our people to make a liberal contribution at this |

time that all of our general obligations might be met in
full at the close of this year. This will not be something
separate and distinct, but just a part of the duty we are
supposed to perform during the year. It will do us good
and will win for the church a great victory. Let every per-
son in our whole connection, no matter what he has done
before, give something for the general budget on this oc-
casion, namely, Sunday, December 28th.

It has been our custom during the Christmas holidays
to make gifts to our friends and loved ones. This is a
beautiful thing to do. The spirit of Christmas, the spirit
of cheer and good will, always permeates our homes, our
churches and the country in general at this time. Doubt-
less much money spent for non-essentials, for luxuries and
for useless pleasures could be devoted to a better cause if
the people would be more careful in their spending. We
would advise that every member of our church deny him-
self some pleasure during Christmas week that he might
give to the glory of God and for the happiness of someone
else. We are really celebrating the birth of our Lord, the
greatest Christmas Gift the world has ever had. Would it
not be a beautiful thing to make a gift to the Lord? We
give gifts, to our friends, but let us make the Lord a direct
gift at this time, expressing to Him our love and our devo-
tion. It will be an easy matter for us to pay our obliga-
tions in full if every member of the church will do some-
thing upon this occasion. If some give and others fail, our
success will not be complete, but if everyone gives some-
thing, if the giving is general throughout the church, we
will close a great year and we will be able to celebrate a
wonderful victory in the name of the Lord.

The other great occasion is to be the night of December
31st. This will be watch night, at which time the people
will watch the old year pass away forever and the new year
come in. This will close a chapter in the history of our
lives and will open a new one. On that night we will be
able to say, “What we have written we have written.” We
cannot undo wlat we have done and we cannot well dg in
the future what we have failed to do. It is usually the
plan of our pastors and people to hold watch night meetings
in all of our churches this night. We can make this one of
the greatest occasions within the history of our movement.
We are urging that our people make it a time of prayer_to
God for an outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon the Church
and upon God’s people throughout the world. I suggest
that each member of our church fast at least one meal on
December 31st and that we spend much of the watch night

service upon our knees for an outpouring of the divine
Spirit. We want revivals. We want more revivals. We
want deeper revivals. We want revivals that will reach
the masses. The hope of our movement is in spirituality and
great revivals, but spirituality and revivals are utterly im-
possible unless the people pray. Our hope, therefore, is in
prayer. We are in danger of becoming so busy operating
the machinery of the church, looking after material inter-
ests, as to neglect God and an earnest, sincere, intercessory
prayer life.

It will be the joy of my life to know that every Nazarene
in the world was on his knees the most of the time from 8
p.m. until midnight, December 31st, praying for God to
bless the vear that is past and the one that is coming in,
that we may have greater revivals, more souls for the Mas-
ter and that we may be a greater blessing to a lost world.
The night will soon come, when no man can work, there-
fore let us work while it is day. The harvest is ripe and
the laborers are few.

Oh, for a deepening in God, for a greater tenderness, for
more tears, for more love and for a greater passion for lost
men! This is the need of the Church. This .is the hope
of the Church, the hope of the world and the will of God
for us. If we fail here we will disappoint our Lord. We
urge every Nazarene, every friend of holiness and every
spiritually minded man or woman who reads the HgraLD
ofF HOLINESS, or who has any connection whatever with our
movement, to spend watch night in earnest prayer that God
will pour out: His Spirit upon our church and upon all
churches throughout the earth. We could spend the time
on watch night exhorting, preaching and testifying or amus-
ing ourselves, but this would not get the best results. My
personal conviction is that the entire church needs to spend
this time in prayer, if possible. This will enable us to enter
the new year enriched in spirit, encouraged in heart, anoint-
ed by the Holy Ghost for greater achievements and greater
conquests for the chiirch and for the Lord.

vy

One of the glories of the religion of Jesus Christ is that
one never out-grows it. It is near enough to the penitent
sinner that he can reach out and grasp it and be appre-
hended of it. Still its heights and depths invite the saint-
liest saint on and on. Jesus Himself continues to be the
ideal of the maturest'soul. No one has ever overtaken
Him in any sphere of faith or conduct. “O, to be like
Thee,” is as much the prayer of the aged, dying believer
as of the trusting novice. And the conquests of faith, like-
-wise, have no limits. Whatever anyone has done in be-
hevmg and i workmg is but the barest beginning of what
he may yet «d6. “There is no dlscharge in this war,’.’. and
no place for us to stop this side of the throne.
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Why\Every Christian Should™
Gé)Sanctiﬁed Wholly

IN as an inward defilement is danger-
Sous beyond compare; for though one

may have had his past sins pardoned,
so long as sin “dwelleth within” he can never
be sure that it will not rise up in some un-
guarded moment and cause backsliding and
‘infinite loss.
~"Sin'is all about us in.the lives and examples
of others. The Devil is a mighty personal
enemy who seeks the downfall of- every fol-
lower of Jesus Christ.
nature, even when we are in the best condi-
tion that grace can bring, furnishes a ground
for temptation to attack us. So if we are
wise we will make use of every safeguard
against apostasy possible.

And after all, the Devil cannot get into our
hearts except the bolt be dislodged from the
inside. The Devil may threaten as a roaring
lion, but the bulwarks of fidelity to God are
sufficient to keep him out until a breach is
made from the inside.

But when the bitter root of carnality
“springs up” it troubles the Christian even
to the place of bringing him again into the
“bends of iniquity,” and into “the gall of
bitterness,” so that his backsliding is so
complete as to bring him into the danger
of sinking into an apostate’s hell. This dan-
ger of itself should be sufficient to stir every
justified Christian to make the utmost effort
to get sanctified wholly,

Then we must also think of others. Aside
from personal, vital knowledge of Jesus
Christ, there is nothing in this world that is
so valuable as one’s influence. You cannot
help any person who does not have confidence
in your sincerity and faith in the reality of
vour religion. And always, construction is
more difficult and requires more time than
destruction. Just the other day a man said
in my hearing; “Well, that preacher preached
and testified for twenty-five years that he
had the Holy Ghost, now he says he did not
have Him, but has Him now; so I will have
to wait at least twenty-five years for his pres-
ent testimony to become of any value to me.”
That is a sad situation, but a Christian can
destroy in a few minutes the reputation for
righteousness that he has been years in build-
ing. “As dead flies in the oin'ment of the
apothecary causeth it to give forth a stinking
savor, so doth a little folly him that is of
reputation for wisdom.” Substitute sin for
folly and righteousness for wisdom in this
passage from Solomon and you will still have
an indisputable proverb.

The up-springing of inbred sin is the most
fruitful cause for the overthrowing of Chris-
tian confidence; and suppose ‘that by one fit
of sinful anger, or by one outbreak of wicked
selfishness, or by one plain manifestation of
worldly or spiritual pride you should cause
one soul to stumble “for whom Christ died.”
And suppose that that one who stumbles
should be your own dear child.-
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But the warning is against the evil by
which “many shall be defiled.” “Behold
how great a matter a little fire kindleth.” The
salvation of the whole family may very easily
hinge upon your constancy in Christ. The
revival which would redeem the people of
your community may be postponed or kept
away entirely by the manifestations of your
unholiness.

But no one need take any such fearful
chances. The will of God is that everyone of
His children be entirely sanctified. The blood
of Jesus provides for our complete deliver-

Our natural 'human- _ance from all inbred, as well as out-broken,

sin. The Holy Ghost, the Divine Executor
of the will of the Godhead is waiting to come
into the believing heart and purge it from
“the least and last remains of sin.”

The City Beautiful

Having traveled in virtually all parts of
the United States and Canada, I had about
decided that “all cities are alike,” and had
largely lost interest in them. And when the
time for my first visit to Washington, the
Capital City, came, I was not largely inter-
ested. But from the moment that I arrived
in the great union station, I realized that T
was truly in a city that was different, and as
my friends took me out to Mt. Vernon, the
home of the great Washington; to Arlington,
the site of the great wireless receiving sta-
tion; to the wonderful National Cemetery,
the home of General Lee, the marble amphi-
theater which seats five thousand people, to
the grave of the “Unknown Soldier”; then
across the beautiful Potomac again to the Lin-
coln Memorial, the Washington Monument,
the cluster of wonderful office buildings which
gather about the White House as the center;
then to the Capitol building which is the pride
of the hemisphere and to the cluster of gov-
ernment buildings which gather about it, my
wonder and amazement increased all the
time, until I was constrained to cry out “the
half was not told me.” And I was quite
ready to adopt the name, “The City beauti-
ful,” which others use with reference to this
unique and wonderful city.

And as I left the place behind, I was re-
minded of that city which “Hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God” into which
the faithful and true will some day come; and
I was stirred with the blessed thought that
heaven will exceed our highest expectation
and that it will be the only real “City Beau-
tiful” whose wonders will ngver cease tQ en-
chant.
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The Rest of Saints in Heavep

_ LITTLE while ago there appeareg

A in the papers a report of the ¢qp

: jecture of a great Unitarian scholy
on the probable embloyment which wj
engage us in the future; and it was 4.
gued by some editors, that since this my,
is several years older than the vast majority
of men ever live, his reflections were doub.
less of a more or less personal character, ang
since his scholarship is beyond question, hj
conclusions are, therefore, worthy of high
respect and general acceptation.

But the principal-result-of the great schol.
ar’s reflections was a somewhat veiled rejec.
tion of the “conventional” notion of *‘rest” i
heaven., And he suggested that, with him
at least, rest is incompatible with happines.
But he made. the mistake of ‘defining rest
simply as inactivity. This is, indeed, the
popular idea of its meaning, but it is not the
conception given by the Holy Scriptures,
For in the latter chapters of Revelation where
the most fully developed picture of heaven
is found, there is activity enough to satisfy
the most energetic man that ever lived upon
earth. There is an unexplored realm there
which is great enough to keep the scientist
fascinated forever. There are relations s
many, so varied, and so wonderful that the
philosopher will need periods a million years
in length in order to make much head way
with his lessons. There is beauty and music
enough to enchant the artist with ever chang-
ing and never tiring programs unending. The
Bible heaven is anything but a dull, hum-
drum, monotonous place of idleness and in-
activity.

What Is Your Testimony?

A Presbyterian elder who has recently
made a single contribution amounting to hun-
dreds of thousands of dobllars, says, “I have
ﬂe_ver been a bit poorer for anything that
have given, but I am sure that the more |
have given the larger my income has been.”

So we have probably wasted our sympathy
when we have “felt sorry” for the liberal
giver. Even those who have impoverished
themselves by their liberality can scarcely
ever be made to regret it; for “The liberal
soul shall be made fat,” and the prosperos
soul is not the kind that grieves over riches
that have been given to God and thus laid wp
in the treasury of heaven.

3.
*+

Someone has said that Jesus continually
brought the highest motives to bear upon the
humblest tasks. He would work a miraclk
to provide money for the taxes of a harassed
disciple and would make the giving of a cip
of cold water a sufficient warrant for the g¥
ing of a .disciple’s reward. -Jesus is no wher
more needed than in our every day lives and
He is no where more at home than in the
kitchen - or shop, for he wrought as a carper
ter at Nazareth and prepared fish upon the
fire by the Sea of Galilee. Christ’s religio?
is an every day religion,
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Bud Robinson Writes About the Hallelujah Offering

To the Saints Scattered Abroad,

Greetings: . _

Within the last twelve months the Lord
has enabled me to travel over thirty-nine
states and our work has never been so
flourishing and prosperous as it is at the
present time. We are having revivals
from ocean to ocean and around the world.
We have sent out seventeen missionaries
and three Missionary Superintendents dur-
ing the year and now have ninety-five
American missionaries and some two hun-
dred native workers on the foreign field.
We have had more seekers at the altar
than ever in our history. We have helped
more sick and worn out preachers than
ever before and all the interests represent-
ed by our General Board have made the
best showing they have ever made.

The Lord has enabled me to put the
HEerarp oF Horiness th 2,600 homes since
our General Assembly, and it has gone
around the world. And besides the home
subscribers, I have raised quité;\\a lot of
money to send the HeEraLD oF HOLINESS
to the mission stations of various denomi-
nations, and we have received some of the
most beautiful letters of our lives from
the missionaries from almost all quarters
of the earth.

As readers of the HEraLD or HoLINESS
know, we have been trying out a new sys-
tem in our church this year, and it has
proved a great success. If we can raise
$50,000 within the next two weeks that
will be the amount of money needed to en-
able us to close up the best year in the his-
tory of our church. It will simply put us
on our feet and we can open the new year
in the best condition that we have ever
been in the history of our church. And
we simply can’t fail. We don’t want to
fail and God does not want us to fail,
therefore we will not fail.

If each member of our church were to
give one dollar, the amount would be paid.
But we have some women and some chil-
dren that will not be able to give a dollar,
but we have hundreds and hundreds of
men and women who can give from $100
to $500 each, and there is no reason why
we should not pay every bill and have any-
where from $10,000 to $25,000 left over
to start 1925. 1 believe we can do it. I
am willing to pay my part of it. I am like
the old lady that Dr. Bresee used to tell
about in First Church, Los Angeles, Calif.
She said the word “amen” meant, “Yes,
Lord, and I will pay my part of it,” I be-

lieve this is a good explanation of the
word “‘amen,” so here goes for every dollar
‘that the Board needs to close up the bus-
iness of the year and to start the new year,
Thank God, we will do it! We know that
God has never failed us, and I know that
our people are right on the eve of making
the greatest sacrifice of their lives and
making it gladly and joyfully.

One year when we did not have so many
members and when the business conditions
were much closer and harder than they
are this year, our little band gave $70,000
within' thirty days and this enabled us to
close the year in good shape. Now this
year with more members, business better,
our church on fire everywhere, the glory
in the pulpit, we need only $50,000 to
bring our work up in the best shape of our
lives, and we cannot afford to fail.

It would break my heart and I would
want to sit down and weep if our 50,000
loyal Nazarenes were to fail to bring up
this dollar apiece by December 31.

I woke up this morning on the train be-
tween Chicago and Kansas City and had a
long season of prayer, and God blessed and
I broke down and wept until the whole side
of my pillow was wet. It wds not for sor-
row that I was weeping, but for joy; be-
cause I could see the money coming from
every quarter. I could see our mission-
aries rejoicing throughout China, Japan,
India, Africa, Mexico and South America
and others of our foreign fields. I could
see dear Brother Sharpe in India and
Brother Bates in Japan and Brother Scott
in Central and South America, carrying
on campaigns, looking after the mission-
aries, holding their Assemblies and Bible
conferences, putting the work in good
shape, and I could see the missionaries
getting their monthly salaries so that they
could pay their bills; and beloved, when
I think about it I want to take off a week
.and celebrate my independence. It seems
to me that this is the Fourth of July, while
1 know it is December. Yet God is on’
the throne, the government is on His
shoulders and the HeraLp orF HOLINESS
and Other Sheep are going all over the
globe.

Just last night, in a little speech, I se-
cured enough money to send thirty copies
of The Other Sheep every month to one
little church. It was no trouble to get it.
The people everywhere have a mind to
work and a heart to give. There is no

,boys are encouraged.

slowing up nor backing down nor rounding
off the corners with our people.

By the time I reach home, I will have
traveled 38,000 miles this year, will have
preached between four and five hundred
times and have seen nearly four thousand
people kneel at our altars. I have seen
many people taken into the Church of the
Nazarene; sometimes from twenty-five to
nearly one hundred in a single service. Our
Our church has
never been so well organized as now and
the plans of the General Board are ac-
ceptable to everybody. Our District Su-
perintendents were never so encouraged to
buy lots and build churches. In one dis-
trict on which I put in three months and
twenty-one days last year, we have or-
ganized in a year and a half nearly thirty
splendid churches and have added $100,000
in church property. In many places we
bought ~churches for $5000 to $7,000
which cost from $15,000 to $40,000 fifteen
years ago. I know some churches which
other people had locked up a year ago, that
the Nazarenes have ~bought and have
cleaned them up and made life saving sta-
tions out of them, and they are supporting
a preacher and are giving from $250 to
$500 for missions.

But now I want every Nazarene in the
United States, Canada, England, Scotland,
Mexico and South America and all the
other countries of the world, if they read
this report, to join me in prayer and fas*-
ing on Saturday, December 27. And on
Sunday we want every Nazarene church in
our connection to bring in a happy, joy-
ous, free will offering for foreign missions.
If we do we will go over the top. Some
of our little churches might not be able
to give over $15 to $20; others can give
$500 or $1,000 and we have several hun-
dred churches that can give $100 on Sun-
day morning of December 28¢h as easy as
100 cénts. Bless God, I believe we will do
it! Hallelujah to the Lamb! - I feel like
taking off another week to shout. I say
ten thousand blessings on the head of
every Nazarene throughout the length and
breadth of the world! And, beloved, some
sweet day Jesus is going to come. He was
the first Nazarene the world has ever seen,
but glory be to God, at His coming in the
clouds He will find Nazarenes in every na-
tion under heaven, Praise His name!

In perfect love and all for Jesus and all
for a great Hallelujak Offering on Decem-
ber 28th, UNcLE BubpbiEe.

THE GREATEST MIRACLE

By Rev. P. F. MOORE

ANY are running after special

manifestations and signs and mir-

A acles; desiring gifts of healing,

gifts of tongues, gifts of prophecy, etc., that

by such displays men may be turned to the
8ospel of Christ.

But is it miracles that we need to further

the gospel of Christ today? We are living in

a day when the wonders of medicine, science, -

surgery and chemistry have satiated our de-
sire for daily sensations. But there is one
miracle that will cause all to stop and wonder
and will do more to bring conviction to hearts
and to lead men to God than all other mir-
acles besides. This is the miracle of.a man
or woman living a holy life in the midst of a
vile and godless world. There is nothing in
all the world so remarkable as this.

Jesus did not counsel the Church of our

day (Rev. 3:18) to add a host of miracles
. perience.

that might save her from her destitute: con-

dition and give‘her prestige among men. He
advised her to “Buy of me gold tried in the
fire that thou mayest become rich, and white
raiment that thy nakedness appear not, and’
eye salve that thou mayest see.”” Here Jesus
clearly tells that the thing needed for our
age is a pure heart on the inside and a beau-
tiful clean life on the outside, and enough
Holy Ghost perception to know how to lead
those who become hungry into the same ex-



dark road outside the city gates, and Matthew tell;
us that it went before them till it came to Bethle.
hem, where it stopped and stood over the place
where the young child was!

If this was just an ordinary star, it was bcha\-ing
very different - from every other ordinary star thy
anybody ever heard of, wasn't it? Well, the cager
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For All the Family i
Conducted by.Mrs. J. T. Benson E
+ o

Dear Children:

Some of you who are in school have already
learned about Martin Luther. He lived in a very
dark, sad time of the world’s history, when it looked
as if men were going to lose all knowledge of true
salvation throuszh Jesus Christ. This good, brave
man preached the truth to the ncople, telling them
that no church, or priest or anything they micht do
for themselves could wash away their sins; that
nothing but the blood of Jesus could make them
clean and whole again. Some were glad to hear-the
truth, but others were pot, and they hated this man
of God and persccuted him sorely. But in spite of
the fierce storms which so often beat upon his vath-
way, sometimes threatening his very life, Martin
Luther took time to gather his children about him
and tell them the sweet story of Jesus: how He
came into the fvorld as a little baby, and was
cradled. in His mother’s arms just as they had been.
One Christmas he wrote a special hymn for them
about the precious baby which was born in Bethle-
hem that wintry night so many years ago. 1 am
sure the children in Martin Luther’s family felt haps
py to have a Christmas hvmn which was all their
own; and that they learned to sing it very sweetly.
If we will close our eyes and think quictly for a few
minutes,. I believe we will be able to sece in our
minds a picture of this Christian home as it ap-
peared that Christmas night. Very likely snow cov-
ered the ground, and powdered trees and house tops,
but inside there was the warmth and cheer of a
brichtly blazing firc. Perhaps there were lighted
candles too, and touches of Christmas greens. The
father and mother, whose hearts were often sad-
dened by-the heavy burdens which pressed upon
them, had Iaid cares aside, and looked with smiling
{aces upon the children, happy over the simple gifts
which had been provided for them.

As a fitting close to the day they talked with them
about God's greatest and best gift to mankind, our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. and then the rosy
cheeked boys and girls stood up and sang the hymn
their father had written for them. Do you know
the hymn the little Luther children sang that Christ-
mas? Here arc the words:

N

“Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head,
The stars in the sky, looked down where He luy,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep in the hay.

Lullaby: Lulluby.

The cattle are lowing; the dear baby wakes,

But the little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes,

I love thee Lord Jesus, look doiwn from on high,

And walch over me singing my lullaby.
Lullaby: Ludlaby.

Be near me Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay,

Close by me forever, and love me I pray;

Bless all Thy dear children, in Thy tender care,

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
Lullaby: Lulluby.”

Dont you think this is a pretty hymn? And
don't you wish you could have heard the childrerr,
for whom it was written, sing it? I belicve that
they sang with all their hearts, because they were
elad that Jesus came as a dear, sweet little baby.
You are glad too, aren't you? There isn't anything
sweeter in all the world than these darling, innocent
iittle creatures. I hope you have one in your fam-
ilv. We have one next door in my daughter’s home.
She is such a precious bit of humanity, so helpless,
so dependent upon us. She looks up at us out of
her clear blue eyes, and her little face breaks into
the most winning smile, as if "she was trying to get
a message something like this to us:'“This is a big,
strange world into which I have come. I don't
know anything about it; and you are strangers
too. I hardly know you apart as yet. I can't do
a thing for myself, nor even tell what I need. 1

am so little and helpless,.I dont know what will
become of me if you don’t love me and take care
of me. You will, wén't you?”

And we do, oh so gladly. We keep the tender
little body clean and put fresh clothes on her and
sce that she is fed and has a soft, warm place to
sleep, and watch over her very carefully so that
nothing shall harm her. These are the very same
things Mary did for the baby Jesus. She bathed
His sweet body, and clothed and fed and put Him
to sleep, and cared for Him just as your mother
does: for baby brother or sister; just as she did for
you when you were a tiny creaturc like that your-
self. -

It makes us feel very close to Him, doesn't it?
Which,. I think, is onc reason God sent Him that
way; for He is very anxious that we should feel
close to Jesus. 1 am glad He came as a dear little
baby, aren’t you? :

ANOTIIER CHRISTMAS SONG

Many beautiful songs have been written about
the star which guided the wise men in their search
for the King. Here arc some lines from one which
1 like very much. I am sorry I can’t give you the
music too; it is very beautiful.:

“Behold yon star in heaven's blue dome,
Beaming so bright,

Its mellow rvadiance shedding,
Celestial light.

0, star! So bright! So fair!

What tidings dost thou bear?

Tellest thou of peace?

Or of gory war?

Tidings of peace

To all manking I bring
As I guide the wise men
To the new born King.

It is the Star-of Bethlchem!

Bright star of faith and hope and love!
O star, shine on in glory,

Shine on! Shine on!”

I love to think of that star: it doesn’t seem as if
Christmas would be quite the same if there had
been no beautiful glowing star, sparkling like a
jewel in the clear cold heavens. Children, what do
vou believe about this star? There are people who
have studied a good deal on the subject who tell
us there was nothing unusual about it. They say
that there arc some bodies which travel so far off
into spacc that they do not come neir cnough to
our carth to ke scen more than once in a great many
hundred years. And that this star was onc of thoese
bodies. Grown folks are qucer, arent they? It
looks as if the morc some of them study, the less
they know. Now we know, you and I, that this
was @ very special star: the Bible teaches us that.
First, it was sent in honor of the baby King who
was to be born very shortly in Bethlichem. [t was
Iis own particilar star. The wise men knew that,
for when they reached Jerusalem they asked: “Where
is He that is born King of the Jews? For we have
seen s star in the east, and are come o’ worship
him.” )

Then, this .star was a shining, radiant messenger
from God, with a special work to do for Him who
had made it. Tt did not act like other stars: It
had led the wise men through the many miles of
their long, long journey until they reached &hc city
of Jerusalem. Here they made the mistake of seck-
ing counsel from men, and it scems as if they loat
sight of their heavenly guide. For the Bible says
that when they had_“departed,” that is when they
had left a great, rich, wicked city bchind them, lo,
there was the star which they saw in the cast, and
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy when they
fonked once more upon its pure steady beams. Again
it became their guide as they started down the steep, ¢

‘wise men knew exactly where to go now, the very
house to enter, for therc directly above it, stoog
the faithful star, like a begutiful glowing lamp jy
the heavens, We do not hear of it againe Its work
was ended. It had led these carncst, seeking if@
to the King, and they had gone in to kneel in wort
ship, to open their treasures and present unto Him
¢ifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh.

OXE OTHER CHRISTM.AS HYMN

O little town of Bethlchem,.

How still I see thee lie;

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep,
The quict stars go by.

Yet in thy dark street shincth

The cverlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Arc met in thee tonight. :

For Christ is born of Mary,
Angels gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their wetch ‘of wondering love.
0O morning stars, together
Proclaim thy holy truth;
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth.
—Pumnries Brouks.

The people of Israel had looked forward through
long, weary years to the coming of their Messiah,
Their scriptures told them where He would be born.
It was not to be in the proud city of Jerusalem
where so many kings of Judah had been born and
buried, but in the little town of Bethlchem, which
lay some six miles to the southwest. Seven hun-
dred vears before He came, the prophet Micah had
said: “But thou, Bethlchem Ephratah, though thou
be little among the thousands of Judih, yet out of
thee shall He come forth unto me who is to be
ruler’in Israel.”

I should think the people in the little town would
feel pretty good about that, wouldn’t you? When
they went up to Jerusalem to the feast and looked
upon the splendid sights of the great city, it may be
that they said to themsclves, “When He comes, the
Messiah, it will not be here, rich and great though
you are, but in our own little Bethlehem, city o
David, for thus hath the Lord spoken.” And yu
when He did come, the promised One, Bethlchem
didn’t know7\it! Angelic visitors were round about
them: strains of celestial music floated in the air.
Shepherds in the fields saw and: heard; found the
Child, and adored. But Bethlchem knew nothing of
any of these things.- Bethlehem was asleep! Poor
poor little town. To look forward so longz, and
then to sleep through it all!

1 hope some lessons have come to our hearts from
these Christmas hymns about the infant Jesus, the
guiding star, and the little town which missed the
ereatest things which ever came to it because it was
so crowded and tired and he:}vy with sleep.

b

OUR BEST FOR CHRIST
By Mgrs. EstHER HuLiNg

We can be at our best for Christ only by obtain-
ing a clear testimony that He does truly save ant
sanctify us; and then by being willing to be led of
the Lord in everything, both spiritual and temporal.

We must be willing to sacrifice in our home and
business life that we may bring lost souls to Jesus
Our lives must be clean and pure and frec irom
malice, strife and envy. .

O may we as Christians in these awful days of
sin and wickedness be at our best for Christ

CANON CITY, COLORADO. )

4 -

Wondrous is the strength of cheerfulness, altor
gether past calculation its powers of eéndurance. Ef-
lorts, to be permancntly useful, must be uniformiy.
joyous—a spirit all sunshine, graceful from Vver¥
gladness, beautiful, because bright—Tmomas Car-
LYLE.
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T HE most remarkable feature in con-
nection with the work of the Church
of the Nazarene is the way the
church has, from the very beginning, had
a vision that was world wide. While it
.is difficult to prove from a—financial state-
ment that the work has been a success,
vét it is at least an indication of a willing-
ness on the part of those who are inter-
ested in the work to sacrifice and deny
themselves in order to contribute to carry
on the work. No one will ever question
the willingness of the members of- the
church and the many friends outside of
the church to contribute to the cause of
Foreign Missions. Since October, 1910,
up to October 1, 1924, covering a period
of fourteen years, we .received $1,530,-
702.62 for the cause of Foreign Missions.
This large amount was given exclusively
for this purpose and has been used for the
purpose for which it was given. This
amount represents money donated by
churches and by hundreds of individuals
who have sent their money direct to the
missionary office. It is quite evident that
God has set His seal upon our missionary
activities. Without His blessing it would
have been impossible to collect this amount
of money. We give Him the glory and
praise Him for the wonderful way He has
heard and answered prayer.

FOURTEEN YEARS WITHOUT A LOSS

It will be of interest to our people to
know that during these fourteen years we
have been able to receive and disburse
this large sum of money without the loss
of a dollar. This amount represents, as
already stated, money given for the pur-
pose of Foreign Missions. It does not in-
clude annuities or other funds that might
be designated as specials, or trust funds,
but it represents money given to be used
for the spread of the gospel. During ¢his
period of time we have not diverted any
of the money from Foreign Missionary
channels, but all of this money has actual-
ly been disbursed in the premotion of our
Foreign Missionary work. None of these
funds have been inveésted in loans of any
kind or description; neither have any of
these funds been used for the purchase
of any real estate eéxcep! such real estate
as was needed on the Foreign Fields in
connection with our mission stations. The
value of our foreign real estate is about
$300,000.- This real estate is all free from
debt.

$1,530,702.62

By GENERAL TREASURER ANDERSON

‘in the value of the securities that have

of money during this period.

LOSSES _

Some misundefstanding exists in refer-
ence to losses sustained by ‘the Board
through investments made of trust funds.
These trust funds represent money given
on the annuity plan and which must be
invested. Sometimes it consists of real
estate and othet securities. We have sus-
tained losses in this department of our
work through the depreciation in the value
of the real estate and through a shrinkage

been accepted on the annuity plan; but
any loss of this kind will in no way affect
the gifts to Foreign Missions, as they are
fully provided for in our trust department
which is separate ‘and distinct from the
department where gifts for the foreign work
are handled. Therefore, any loss that has
been sustained, or will be sustained,
through investments of this nature will be
charged direct to the surplus in the trust
department, and no missionary gifts of
any kind or description will be used to
take care of these losses. It is natural to
suppose that in a business project of this
nature we would sustain losses just as oth-
er institutions who handle real estate and
securities, but in all of our dealings of this
kind we have been very careful not to
mix these funds with the gifts of the peo-
ple for Foreign Missions. Therefore, as
already sta‘ed, every dollar contributed
during these fourteen years to Foreign
Missions has been used exclusively for that
purpose.
ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE

It will be interesting to note that dur-
ing the four years prior to our last General
Assembly the administration expense of
the Missionary Board was 84 per cent.
This is indeed a very small percentage
when we consider the great amount of ad-
ministrative work necessary, due to the
fact that we had no supervision of the
work on the field, and also due to the fact
that much publicity and activity was nec-
essary in order to secure the large amount

VICTORY
During these- fourteen years we have
been able to close every year without a
deficit in the General Fund. This is in-
deed an occasion for great rejoicing and
we believe that in answer to prayer and
through the united efforts of our pastors
and people we will again be able to close
this year without a deficit and enter the
new full of hope and encouragement.

The Holy Ghost is more blessed, the glory of God
is more manifcst, and the vision of our possibilities
as a Church is more real to our heart than:ever be-

fore. Brethren, I feel like saying, “Praise God from
whom all blessings flow.” His grace ahounds more
and more.

Our pastors and people seem to have had a new
touch of glory and inspiration at our Assembly un-
der the great.preaching of our beloved General Su-
perintendent Goodwin. He is truly a blessed man
and a wonderful preacher of the Gospel. They are
putting their shoulder to the”wheel and pushing the
fvork enthusiastically. for the glory of God and the
building up .of the church. We believe that God is
going to give us hundreds of souls and a number
of Churches this Assembly year.

0

Brother Theus, our splendid pastor at Shreveport,
is now entering his fifth year with unity among his
growing church, and a great building project well
in hand. In a few months he will have his people
well housed in a nice brick-veneered edifice, located
on one of the most desirable lots<in Shreveport.
They have accumulated about $20,000 worth of
property under his administration, and it ‘is-all free
of debt. His church is composed of some of the

_best people on carth. And many others are looking

his way.

Alexandria was ‘developed last year into a self-
supporting church under the care of Mrs, Akin. They
now have a nice little church and parsonage with
but very little debt, and, onc of our strong men to
lead them on to victory. Brother Beasley came to

. other members of the church.

““us from the M. E. Church and is getting the Na,.

arene swing beautifully. His people love him very
much, and without a doubt, he will be a useful may

. among us.-

Lake Charles has 'their old truc and tried paste;
with them again, Rev. C. E. Woodson. This makes
the third time Brother Woodson has served them
pastor. He is starting his seventh ycar. They haye
had a most wonderful revival there since the Ag
gembly. Two brothers from Ohio were the victorioy
evangelists. Rev. Siders and Boman are vyoung
preachers, but they are full of the Spirit and kngy

‘how to win souls. Wao were glad to have them o

the District and we wapt them to come back ugajp
They won many to Jesus, several joined the church,
and the local membership was greatly blessed. Broth.
er Woodson has many friends in Lake Charles, The
mission which we organized there last Spring i
Goosport addition & under his direction, and i
quite a fecder to his church over in the City. My,
Akin and I are to hold a meeting in the mission
soon,

Ebenezer is without a permanent pastor, but they
are being supplicd by one of their local preacher,
Rev. Oville Hoffpower. They are a fine body of
people.  We will have them a pastor before long.
They have nice property and 80 members to carry
on the work of the Lord. .

Ellis is well supplied. Rev. J. W. Cook i: loved
very much by his people. They are standing by
him faithfully in every way. He was called for
half time; but some of the main members are talk-
ing full time to me now. We are here in a splendid
meeting. Brother Cook is one of the most lovable
men. to work with I ever saw. He knows how to
enter into a revival whole-heartedly. His people
are regular in attendance and seem to have the bur-
den for souls. Much blessing has been ours al
ready. Our hearts have been made to rcjoice in
the Lord. The revival tide is high and souls are
praying through in almost every service.

Our church at Jonesboro is taking on new life
under the management of their good pastor, Rev,
S. D. Slocum. I have received some favorable re-
ports from there. Both pastor and people scem 1o
be encouraged; and they are believing God for a
great year.

Rev. W. M. D. Gaar is our splendid pastor at
Oak Grove. Hc has_some as good people there as
ever lived. Such men as Tom Dickenson, Brother
Standford, Brother Drummond, and Brother Taylor
will stand by him with all their hearts with the
We arc expecting a
great year at Ozk Grove.

Mira and Hudson arc to be supplied. But by
the time this report reaches the public, they wil
be moving on with their pastor. God has given v
some mighty fine people at cach of these places.

Our people as a whole arc loyal to the church
and our institutions. We believe in our Dbeloved
General Superintendents; we have perfect confidence
in the General Board with its different departments
and officers; we patronize our own schools; we
love our church paper, the HeraLp oF HoLixess, in-
cluding the editor, Dr. Chapman, and, by the grace
of God we arc having revivals. Brethren, pray for
us.

G. W. AKIN,‘DI'Slrirt Superintendent.

ARKANSAS DISTRICT

Truly God is with His people. Our pastors have
been well received, and they are making some good
plans for the coming year. If we succeed we must
plan, and plan well. .

Rev. L. L. Swett is making good progress in El

Dorado, the home of our baby church. The Sun-
day school is growing; the preaching services are
being blessed with seekers and finders, and now they
are planning for a real campaign,
- Rev. Joe M, Tyson is the right man for Benton-
ville. God is putting His-sseal on the work, and
every department is taking on new life. We recent-
ly held them a convention of five days, and many
were blessed.

Rev. R. G. Reedy is going “over the top” at
Vilonia. We have just spent a very pleasant Sab-
bath with them. Several scekers and some finders.
The school at Viloniz is doing nicely. Some good
material coming out of that place. .

We have grouped the churches, and placed a Litt-
tenant over each group. and making them responsible
for their respective groups. Group meetings Wer
held the last Sth Sabbath at Vilonia, Johnson$
Chapel, Hot Springs, Caney, Waldron, and Widks-

Let all our people in those groups push, pull, p&¥

and pay.

Rev. A. H. Lambert is getting his feet down at
Searcy, nd the people like him fine. Brother Lam-
bert is looking after every interest of the church
and is’ succeeding. . )

Rev. H. W. Blackshear, Conway, is adding Mor-
rilton to his work, and at the same time pushing ‘
interests of the District Young People’s Sociely:
Our young people’s work made a net gain Jast
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