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Decay of Authority

oaommunopary| O FACT is more patent than that there is
5 a marvelous decay of authority in all realms
— soeial, state, domestic, and ecclesiastical.
No faet is fraught with more diastrous con-
.sequences than this sturtling eondition. . Yet
no one fact of ours modern civilization is
more conclusive proof that we are in the “last
days,” spoken of by Paul, than this of the woeful decay of
authurity. Read Paul in 2 Tim. 3:1-5: “But know this,
that in the last days grievous times shall come. For men shall
be lovers of self, lovers of money, bodastful, haughty, railers,
disvbedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural af-
fection, implacable, .slanderers, without self-control, fierce, no
lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of pleas-
ure rather than lovers of God; holding a form of godliness,
but having denied the power thereof” (R. V.).. .

All these items directlye or by implication apply to the four
realms mentioned above — socicty, the state, the home, and the
chureh. XNot to prolong our discussion needlessly, let us take

only such as specifieally apply to each of these
“TRAITORS realms, and see how we stand. There is one
TO SOCIETY of these items, to go no further, which directly
applics to society, and expresses a shocking
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- sluice of crime against the purity of society. We refer to that

called in the fearful indictment of these last days, “traitors.”
There is 2 shameful amount of what is denominated the social

. cvil in these last days; and of that especial phase of it known

as the betrayal of innocence, and the wrecking of homes by the
lust fiends infesting the social life, among all classes, from the
lowest to the highest. Look at the white-slave traffic and the
divorce courts for painful proof of our position. Our civil
courts, the federal authority, the exposure in the press of the
day, the frequent recoursc to the “unwritten law’”’ which is an
appeal to the gun — all these are unable to check or lessen
the flow of this dark and damnable river of shame and crime
against socicty and the homé in our modern life. The sanctity
and the authority of femalgq purity, which should appeal potently
to the chivalry of American manhood, not to mention the in-
stinet of lofty ideals or Christian principles, are powcrless
to gain recognition and obeisance to these sacred calls and
commands of social purity.

Then look at the prevalent insubordination in the home life
of our country. Two items in the apostle’s indictment apply

directly to this realm: “Disobedicnce to parents,” and “without -

natural affection,” both apply thus. It is per-
WRECKAGE - fectly needless to dwell here, as the faet is uni-
OF HOME  versally recognized and deplored, that parental
AUTHORITY authority is practically dead and buried beyond

the hope of a resurrection under the present
regime. Fathers and mothers no longer control their children.
The grimmest jokes and parodies arc indulged on this sad
decay of the authority of the home, which is enough to make
angels weep.

The state is no better off. When in the world’s history was
the state confronted with such exhibitions of two at least of
the items in the list of evils given_by Paul: “Without self-
control” and “headstrong”? No man can be an obedient citi-
zen of the state who can not and does not control himself.
He will never 'allow the state to control him until he ean and

does control himself. If he be “headstrong” and determined to
have his own way, the state will never get out of him that
checrful obedience and submission that lie at the very basis
of good citizenship. From these sources have come that grow-

ing socialistic and anarchistic sentiment
HOW ABOUT which prevails and flourishes today every-
THE STATE? where. We do not elass ail socialisii in the

eategory of anarchy. There is, nevertheless, a
vast wing of socialists who veer so far toward anarchy in their
teachings and practices that the line of demarcation
vanishes into such thinness as to justify our classification
above. Look at the brazenness with which anarchy thrusts its
vile teachings in the face of good eitizens, and does and teaches
all serts of crimes against all authority —mnot only eivie, but
social, domestic, and-all laws, sacred, sceular and divine. It

proposes not only to destroy the statd “but’therfowily ard”

society, the marital vow, and every institution dear to human
memory and tradition, and which lie at the very basis of decent
civilization. And they arc allowed to push this diabolical propa-
ganda in every city and hamlet where they ean gain a hearing
and following, They are cssentially infidel and atheistic and
vile in all respeets and points, and boldly assail the church ns
a deadly enemy to the rights of their kind, beeause the church
stands for law and human rights and common justice.

* But what ot the church? Look at the wreckage of authority
in her realm. Discipline is no longer believed iIn, and men
who dare attemipt to administer discipline for the correction

of evils in her ranks arc ridiculed and opposed
WHAT OF Dby the leaders in churches. ILook at the wreck-
THE uge of the authority of the Bible, the great sheet-
CHURCHY? unchor and Magna Charta of our rights and cre-
dentials as churches and discipleship. See the
work of the destructive eritics who rail at biblical authority and
inspiration. It is opposition to authority of a divine and super-
natural kind which lies at the very basis of this whole business
of destruetive eriticism. It is merely and actually ececlesiastical
anarchy — simply that, and nothing less. The words in Paul’s
indictment, “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,” ex-
press the very soul and virus of this destructive criticism. Men
in the church — her leaders and scholars -— love their own pleas-
ures and carnal propensities and their indulgence more than
they love God, and hence desire to get rid of the inconvenient
restraint of divine authority they find in the Word of God.
Here is the trouble, say what men may in cxtenuation of the
crime of these men high in position and church council‘s. They
have a rcason for their anarchy, and it is very like the,reason
of the civil anarchists who trouble and threaten the state. These
state anarchists want frecdom from the restraints imposed on
their lusts and earnalities by the law of the land. They want
free love and free land and free indulgence of every hellish
appetite and passion. To gain this, they would plunge us into
worse than pagan darkness and medieval fury and tempest.
They would introduce a veritable carnival of lust, and a cata-
clysm of orgics and wild uproar of passion and murder and
woe, such as no man can imigine now. There is a spirit akin
to'this dinbolism underneath the surface of the emooth schalar-
ship and oily professions of reverence for the Word of God
we hear indulged by these destructive critics, who scek the
wreckage of the Inpsired Word of the God of heaven.
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