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e Ancient Near Eastern Sacred Texts: www.sacred-texts.com/ane
e Best Commentaries: www.bestcommentaries.com

e Bible Gateway: www.biblegateway.com

e Bible Study Tools: www.biblestudytools.com

e Biblical Studies: www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/index.html

o Blue Letter Bible: www.blueletterbible.org

e Catholic Resources: catholic-resources.org/Bible/Exegesis.htm
e Christian Classics Ethereal Library: www.ccel.org

e Early Christian Writings: www.earlychristianwritings.com

o Early Jewish Writings: www.earlyjewishwritings.com

o Genre Guide: www.whdl.org/sites/default/files/media/Bangkok
2017-Fringer-Handout - Genre Criticism.pdf

o NT Gateway: www.ntgateway.com
e N. T. Wright Page: ntwrightpage.com

o OT Gateway: www.otgateway.com/pentateuch.htm
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OT Story: otstory.wordpress.com/web-resources-for-ot-studies
Paul and Scripture: paulandscripture.blogspot.com

The Paul Page: www.thepaulpage.com

% = o a
me"ﬂagatnﬂ'}nm’mmﬂ%

A Plain Account Lectionary: www.aplainaccount.org
Australasian Centre for Wesleyan Research: acwr.edu.au
Christian Resource Institute: www.crivoice.org/index.html
Didache: didache.nazarene.org

Methodist and Wesleyan Studies Collection: www.globethics.net/web/
gtl/collections/methodist-and-wesleyan-studies-collection

NTS Center for Pastoral Leadership: cpl.nts.edu/index.php/resources
Seedbed: www.seedbed.com

The Discipleship Place: discipleshipplace.org

Wesleyan Holiness Digital Library: whdl.org

Wesley Center Online: wesley.nnu.edu
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James Barr, The Semantics of Biblical Language (London: SCM Press,
1983), esp. 206-65. Note also the importance of Semantic range in
determining meaning.

N. T. Wright, “How Can the Bible be Authoritative? (The Laing Lecture
for 1989),” Vox Evangelica 21 (1991): 9.

Cf. N. T. Wright, Scripture and the Authority of God: How to Read
the Bible Today (New York: HarperOne, 2011), 20. Wright says, “the
phrase ‘authority of scripture’ can make Christian sense only if it is
a shorthand for ‘the authority of the triune God, exercised somehow

po3)

through scripture,” emphasis his.

Daniel Castelo and Robert W. Wall, “Reading the Bible as Scripture,”
in A Compact Guide to the Whole Bible: Learning to Read Scriptures
Story, edited by Robert W. Wall and David R. Nienhuis (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2015), 25.

Paul Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, revised and expanded
(Chicago: Moody, 2008), 158-59.

H. Orton Wiley, Christian Theology, Volume 1 (Kansas City: Beacon
Hill, 1940), 176.

Roger E. Olsen, “Is the Bible ‘Inerrant’ or ‘Infallible’?;” found at
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/rogereolson/2015/11/is-the-bible-iner-
rant-or-infallible (accessed 20 March 2018).

Church of the Nazarene, Manual 2017-2021: History, Constitution, Gov-
ernment, Sacraments and Rituals (Kansas City: Nazarene Publishing
House, 2017), 27. This statement closely aligns with the statement of
the United Methodist Church, which closely aligns with the statement
of the Anglican Church, from which John Wesley came.

See Michael Lodahl, All Things Necessary to Our Salvation: The Her-
meneutical and Theological Implications of the Article on the Holy
Scriptures in the Manual of the Church of the Nazarene (San Diego:
Point Loma, 2004), 29-31.
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

The numbers in this chart indicate the standard order in which these
24 books are found in the Hebrew Bible. Sometimes these are divided
differently with Judges-Ruth and Jeremiah-Lamentations combined
giving a total of only 22 books.

Dating of the biblical books varies considerably. For example, some
maintain a much later starting date ranging from 1200 - 750 BC, and
some maintain an earlier ending date of around 400 BC.

Cf. Michael ]. Broyde, “Defilement of the Hands, Canonization of the
Bible, and the Special Status of Esther, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs,”
Judaism 44.1 (1995): 65-79. Some other books may have been consid-
ered authoritative by early Jewish Rabbis and especially the Hebrew
version of Wisdom of Ben Sira. See Michael Satlow, “The Wisdom of
Ben Sira: How Jewish?,” found at: https://thetorah. com/the-wisdom-
of-ben-sira-how-jewish (accessed 18 January 2018).

Roger T. Beckwith, The Old Testament Canon of the New Testament
Church: and its Background in Early Judaism (Eugene, OR: Wipf &
Stock, 2008), 76-77.

We should also note the significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls, which
were discovered in a series of caves near Qumran in the 1940’s and
50’s. Of the more than 800 manuscripts discovered there, about 220
were copies of Old Testament books, which included all but Esther
and Nehemiah.

Craig L. Blomberg, Can We Still Believe the Bible? An Evangelical
Engagement with Contemporary Questions (Grand Rapids: Brazos,
2014), 47-51. Nevertheless, there does appear to be allusions to these
books in the New Testament.

James H. Charlesworth, “The Wesleys and the Canon: An Unperceived
Openness,” Proceedings of the Charles Wesley Society 3 (1996): 63-88.

This quotation has been modernised. It is attributed to Jerome in
various places including the Anglican Communions “Thirty-nine
Articles of Religion,” found at: http://www.anglicancommunion. org/
media/109014/ Thirty-Nine-Articles-of-Religion.pdf (accessed 4 Feb-
ruary 2018).
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27

28
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31

32
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Blomberg, Can We Still Believe the Bible, 55-56.

Lee M. McDonald, “Lists and Catalogues of New Testament Col-
lections,” in The Canon Debate, ed. Lee M. McDonald and James A.
Sanders (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2002), 591-98.

Wright, Scripture and the Authority of God, 116.

For a fuller picture of this loving, relational God see: Rob A. Fringer
and Jeff K. Lane, Theology of Luck: Fate, Chaos, and Faith (Kansas
City: Beacon Hill, 2015).

Paul R. Williamson, Sealed with an Oath: Covenant in God’s Unfolding
Purpose (Downers Grove: Inter Varsity, 2007), 44.

Gordon J. Wenham, Exploring the Old Testament, Volume 1: A Guide
to the Pentateuch (Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2003), 86.

John Goldingay, Old Testament Theology Volume 1: Israel’s Gospel
(Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2003), 534-538.

Cf. Goldingay, Israel’s Gospel, 544-548.

Carol Meyers, “Temple, Jerusalem,” The Anchor Bible Dictionary
Volume 6 Si-Z, edited by David N. Freedman (New York: Doubleday,
1992): 350-369

See Fringer and Lane, Theology of Luck, 69-72.

Dennis Bratcher, “Patterns for Life: Structure, Genre, and Theology
in Psalms,” found at: http://www.crivoice.org/psalmgenre. html#Lament
(accessed 11 January 2018).

Alex Varughese, et al., eds., Discovering the Bible: Story and Faith of
the Biblical Communities (Kansas City: Beacon Hill, 2006), 185.

Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its
Worth, Third Edition (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003), 187.

T. E. Torrance, Incarnation: The Person and Life of Christ, ed. Robert
T. Walker (Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2008), 95, 106.

Ajith Fernando, Acts, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1998), 90-91.
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33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40
41

a2
43

a4

45

Cf. Richard S. Briggs and Joel N. Lohr, eds., A Theological Introduction
to the Pentateuch: Interpreting the Torah as Christian Scripture (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2012), 47-49.

Dean Flemming, Recovering the Full Mission of God: A Biblical Per-
spective on Being, Doing and Telling (Downers Grove: IVP Academic,
2013), 135.

G. R. Beasley-Murray, Gospel of Life: Theology in the Fourth Gospel
(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1991), 82.

Scot McKnight, I Peter, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 23-24.

For more information on this subject see: Hugh Halter and MattSmay,
And: The Gathered and Scattered Church (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2010).

Michael J. Gorman, Reading Revelation Responsibly: Uncivil Worship
and Witness: Following the Lam into the New Creation (Eugene, OR:
Cascade Books, 2011), 38.

For more information on this subject see: Fee and Stuart, How to Read
the Bible, 33-55; and Michael J. Gorman, Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A
Basic Guide for Students and Ministers, Revised and Expanded Edition
(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2009), 35-59.

Masoretic Text for Hebrew and Textus Receptus for Greek

See Lincoln H. Blumell, “A Text-Critical Comparison of the King
James New Testament with Certain Modern Translations,” Studies
in the Bible and Antiquity 3 (2011): 67-126, for a list of the 21 most
significant differences.

Fee and Stuart, How to Read the Bible, 40, emphasis theirs.

The masculine pronoun is used because it is believed that all the
biblical authors were male. Although, some have argued a female for
the writing of the book of Hebrews.

Gordan D. Fee, New Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and
Pastors, Third Edition (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2002), 1.

For more on Hermeneutics see: Anthony C. Thiselton, Hermeneutics:
An Introduction (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009).
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49

50

51

52

53
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55
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This “guide” is a significantly modified and simplified version of
the one found in Jeannine K. Brown, Scripture as Communication:
Introducing Biblical Hermeneutics (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic,
2007), 275-80.

Additionally, see Fee and Staurt, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth.

David B. McEwan, Exploring a Wesleyan Theology. Frameworks for Lay
Leadership, edited by Rob A. Fringer (Lenexa, KS: Global Nazarene
Publications, 2017).

Geoffrey Hartman, The Third Pillar: Essays in Judaic Studies (Phila-
delphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011), 17-31.

David Jasper, A Short Introduction to Hermeneutics (Louisville: West-
minster John Knox, 2004), 25-26.

E.g., N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God (Minne-
apolis: Fortress, 1992), 64; Alan Jacobs, A Theology of Reading: The
Hermeneutics of Love (New York: Routledge, 2002).

Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, 1.36.40, found at: http://www.ccel.
org/ccel/augustine/doctrine.xxxvi.html (accessed on 26 January2018).

Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, 1.36.40, found at: http://www.ccel.
org/ccel/augustine/doctrine.xxxvi.html (accessed on 26 January 2018).

John Wesley, “Sermon 110: Free Grace,” The Works of John Wesley:
Volume 3, Sermons III 71-114, ed. by Albert C. Outler (Nashville:
Abingdon, 1986), 556.

Fringer and Lane, Theology of Luck, 178.
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