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Foreword

M ichelangelo w as once show n a  p ictu re w hich had  
been painted  by  th e  a r tis t’s fingers. H is only com m ent 
was, “The foolish m an had  been b e tte r  to  have used his 
b rushes.”

Today, m uch lite ra tu re , like m odem  art, is indistinct, 
a  conglom eration of various suggestions w ith  no clearly  
defined emphasis.

This book. When God Taps Your Shoulder, is dif
ferent. F le tcher Spruce, the  au thor, is w ell equipped 
w ith  h te ra ry  b rushes to pain t clear and in trigu ing  w ord 
pictures.

God has signally blessed h im  w ith  th e  gifts of a 
keen  m ind, vivid im agination, and ready  pen. H e deftly 
uses these gifts to sketch  in  an  appropriate  background 
b u t always bringing into clear and distinct focus the  
cen tra l t ru th  he  seeks to  illustrate.

In  th is  volum e he encompasses m uch of the  landscape 
of hum an in terest. H ere  is com fort for th e  aged, guidance 
for the  parent, coimsel fo r th e  youth, and  answ ers for 
th e  student. H erein  m ay be fotuid content fo r th e  sermon, 
instruction  for the  C hristian, practical advice for the  
sinner, and steps to  holiness fo r th e  believer.

I sincerely recom m end th is book to  all lovers of tru th , 
confident th a t no read er w ill tu rn  from  any of these 
b rief sketches saying, “I  w onder w ha t he w as try ing  
to portray .”

—E. S. P h il l ips
Chairman, Book Committee



I

j



Contents
1. The Hand That Reaches D o w n ................................  7

“In the Beginning God”
The Most Expensive Thing in the World 
God Took the Initiative 
Man Is a Sinner
The Five Demands of Restitution 
When the Soul Is Hungry 
Stamped with the Image of the King 
Living in the Spirit 
Seven Steps to Salvation 
Seven Steps to Sanctification

2. In  Quest of Spiritual Ma t u r it y ..............................  19
The Grasshopper Complex 
The Shrine of the Second Trip 
Goals for Spiritual Growth 
A Strong Man’s Weak Points 
Holiness Makes for Symmetry 
From Dwarfism to Gianthood 
Young People Can Be Pure 
The Marks of Maturity 
Disciples Are the Disciplined Ones 
Growth Through Suffering

3. The Makings o f  a Mighty Ch u r c h ............................  31
A Prayer for My Pastor
What to Do on Sundays
Good Manners in God’s House
The Jethro Philosophy
Overcome the Ho-hum in Worship
New Blood
The Scatteration Theory of Growth 
The Governor Is Coming 
Church Members Are Tempted Too 
Buttermilk



434. Tall Men for Troubled Times .,
“Give Me One Hundred Men”
Men Who Mean Business 
The Consecrated Needle 
Dare to Be Different 
God’s Second Best 
Lines for Laymen 
Don’t  Bypass God’s Call 
Get Your Hands Dirty 
Jonah’s Seven Fallacies

5. F ormula for Fruit Bea r in g ........................................  53
Saints on the Witness Stand
Persistence Pays Off
The Shame of Secret Discipleship
Ordinary Man—Extraordinary Passion
More Calls to Mission Fields
Factors in F ruit Bearing
Your Unknown Partner
Hog-killing Time
Bottled Up or Poured Out?

6. When a N ation K n e e l s .................................................  63
A Prayer for Our National Leaders
The Intoxicated Cat
The Cycles of Civilization
National Repentance
The Price Tags of Peace
Barleycorn’s Bill of Rights
A Eiiller Is Loose in Our Town!
It’s Not Too Late—^Yet 
Etching Our Epitaph



1
Christ 

. . . came . . .  
to save 
sinners.

I Tim. 1:15

The
Hand That 
Reaches Down



"In the Beginning God"
I have seen people m ake severe shipw reck because 

th ey  began elsew here. A  teen-ager began w ith  fun 
instead of w ith  God, and  th ere  was ru in  righ t away. 
A student began w ith  learn ing  instead of w ith  God, and 
there  w ere doubts—w ith  no faith  to fu rn ish  an  answer. 
A  young couple began w ith  self instead of w ith  God, 
and soon s ta rk  tragedy  stalked th a t home to divide it 
in  heartb reak .

B u t all of us have seen thousands who have begun 
w ith  God and have w alked w ith  H im  along the  brigh t 
pa th  “th a t shineth  m ore and m ore unto  the  perfect day.” 
God is the  best place to  begin in  study, in  play, in 
pleasure, in  business, in  home, in  w ork, in  plans, in 
problem s, in  doubts, in  fears—in everything!

B ut, you say, th ere  a re  difficulties. To say th a t 
God is the  C reator, th e  F irs t Cause, presents problems. 
If God created  everything, who created  God?

But, I answ er, there  a re  m ore problem s if you do 
no t s ta rt w ith  God. If God did no t create th e  universe, 
who did? A nd from  w hat? To say th a t everything 
“ju s t happened” or “evolved” presen ts even g reater 
problem s. W ho evolved it? F rom  w hat? D id t h e  
clocklike regularities of all th e  universe and  aU natu re  
“ju s t happen” ? W as th ere  no creative God to  order 
and shape things?

W e are  no t afraid  of the  tru e  scientist, fo r he has 
no q u arre l w ith  God’s W ord. R ath er we respect science 
for h e r wisdom, for God has m ade science possible. B ut 
le t no speculative atheist steal aw ay the  v ery  foim dation 
of ou r faith. H e has doubts about the  beginnings, b u t 
we do not have these doubts. We have faith  th a t God 
is a h igher A u thority  th an  the  skeptic who adm its he
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does no t know. So w e go from  th e  C rea to r to  the  
C hrist and  em brace H im  as Saviour and  Lord! A nd 
we th rill th a t we are  a new  creation  in  C hrist Jesus!

The Most Expensive Thing in the World
Sin is th e  m ost expensive th ing  in  th e  world. I t  

cost God H is only begotten  Son. I t  cost heaven  a th ird  
of h e r angels and  h e r  treasu red  Jew el. I t  cost 
Jesus His heavenly  glory and  H is ea rth ly  life. It 
cost th e  ea rth  its lovely Eden, co rrupting  i t  in to  
a w ilderness of thorns, b riers, and  weeds—eroding it 
w ith  floods, parching it w ith  droughts, tearing  it  w ith  
tornados, volcanos, earthquakes. I t  cost m ankind  h is state 
of original holiness and  divine fellowship, plunging him  
into guilt, greed, hate, frustration , pain, death.

S in is to blam e for every  red-stained  battlefield, 
every ugly scar of the  soil called a grave, every  hospital, 
every  prison, every  asylum , every  b roken  home, every  
broken  heart. S in is to blam e for every  salty  te a r  th a t 
falls, every  b itte r  failure, every  d ark  tria l, every  cry  in  
th e  night, every  crushing sorrow , every  b lighted hope, 
every  nagging m em ory. S in created  hell. S in  is the 
m ost expensive th ing  in  the  world!

B u t sin is not th e  m ost pow erful th ing in  the  world! 
S in did no t b an k ru p t D ivinity. God was no t caught off 
guard. H e foresaw  th e  end  from  th e  beginning 
and provided redem ption before sin  appeared. On 
the  Cross, C hrist unhinged th e  g a t e s  of d e a t h  
and  hell, thus enabling lost souls, th rough  Him, to  be 
saved!

W hile sin is th e  m ost expensive thing—-the blood of 
Jesus C hrist is the  m ost pow erful th ing  in  th e  world. 
L et C hrist deliver you now!
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God Took the Initiative
Som eday someone w ill likely  bu ild  a church  w ith  

a  ta ll spire, and  on th a t spire, instead of a  cross, a hand 
reaching down from  heaven. I t  w ould sym bohze the  
hand  of God reaching dow n to h ft m an out of the  pit. 
I t  w ould rem ind  u s th a t God first loved u s before w e 
loved H im —th a t H e took the  in itiative in  o u r redem p
tion—th a t the  sacrifice for o u r sins was planned even 
before w e sinned, even before th e  w orlds appeared.

R edem ption was not m an’s idea a t all. I t  w as God’s. 
M an’s m ind has n ev er projected  such a proposition. It 
is a divine revelation  unique to C hristianity . No other 
rehgion  in  all th e  w orld  has ever come up  w ith  a hand 
th a t reaches down from  heaven. Those w ithout C hrist 
seek salvation by  feeding th e ir babes to  the  crocodiles, by  
ro lhng  in  filthy  streets, by  praying often in  th e  direction 
of holy cities, by  chm bing m ountains to  w orship a t 
shrines, by  decrying pleasures and  punishing their 
bodies. B u t th ey  have been  im able to  h ft them selves 
by  th e  bootstraps of th e ir  ow n rehgious devices. They 
stum ble on in  darkness, despair, u tte r  confusion; always 
victim s and  never victors.

R ejoice and be glad for th e  han d  th a t reaches down! 
T he h and  of God! A  close look a t th a t hand  w ill reveal 
th e  flesh to m  by  a spike. I t  was th e  price H e paid 
to  reach  dow n to lift me! Oh, w hat love! T hank  God 
fo r th e  m iddle cross, th e  em pty tom b, th e  U pper Room! 
A ll th a t w e have w hich is good is a p roduct o r a by
product of th e  hand  th a t reaches down. A ll th a t w e 
have w hich is no t good w ill som eday be banished forever 
by  th e  hand  th a t reaches down!
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Man Is a Sinner
M an is a  sinner by  natu re . H e w as no t created  

sinful; he  was created  holy, sinless, perfect. B u t the  
first p a ir sinned by  choice, th u s  pliuiging th e  race  into 
sin. E very  m an comes in to  th e  w orld  w ith  sin  in  his 
heart. T he child does no t have to  lea rn  how  to  rebel, 
harb o r resentm ents, be  proud, deceive. H e does these 
things na tu ra lly  because his n a tu re  is sinful.

M an is a sinner by  practice. T hat is, sin is an  act 
as w ell as a condition. This shows us the  twofold n a tu re  
of sin. M an commits sin because he  is sinful. T he lies, 
curses, lu stfu l thoughts, rebelhon, resentm ent, pride, and 
greed only reveal w ha t m an is really  like inside. I t  
is a  case of a  b itte r fountain  producing a b itte r  stream .

M an is a  sinner by  choice. To be sure, his pow er 
of choice was w arped  by  th e  F all—^but th e  choice is 
still his, and  he  sins deliberately. C ertain  m odem s 
w ould have us beheve th a t m an  sins because h e  m ust 
and  no t because he chooses. T hey w ould insist th a t 
everyone m ust sin  in  word, thought, and  deed—constant
ly. B u t is th is necessary? M ust w e sin? If sin  is a 
willful transgression of a know n law  of God, th en  m an 
does sin by  choice: willful choice!

Some people choose Tiot to  sin. O thers choose to 
constantly and  im asham edly sin. Since m an’s n a tu re  is 
sinful w ithout th e  cleansing grace of God, he  needs 
to  exercise special personal w illpow er if h e  is to  refuse 
to  indulge in  the  acts of sin. H ow  v ery  refreshing i t  is to 
see people who choose to  tu rn  th e ir  backs on sin—and 
accept Jesus C hrist as Saviour from  sin! W hich is your 
choice?
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The Five Demands of Restitution
W hat is restitu tion? I t  is restoring  th a t which 

you took th a t does not belong to you. I t is paying back 
m oney you have stolen. It is re tu rn in g  th a t pair of phers 
w hich you h id  and  brough t hom e in  y o u r lim ch box. 
I t is asking forgiveness of someone abou t whom  you 
have lied—or spoken abou t sharply. I t is telHng the 
teacher th a t you w ant forgiveness for cheating in  school. 
God has five w ays of dem anding restitution.

1. Society dem ands it. W hen a m an steals some
thing, the  courts m ake h im  pay  back. If he takes the  
life of another, he  m ay have to  pay w ith  his own life. 
O ther w rongs dem and lesser penalties. W hen he has 
paid his debt to  society he is allowed his freedom  again. 
B ut society dem ands restitu tion.

2. The church  dem ands restitu tion  too—not by 
w ritten  laws, b u t by  the  u nw ritten  code of C hristian 
conduct and conscience. W hen fellowship is broken, 
C hristians have a righ t to  expect the  situation  to  be 
rem edied. Jesus speaks of leaving th e  gift a t th e  a lta r 
u n til such a breach is repaired  (M att. 5:23-24). There 
can be nothing qu ite  so tragic as hohness people who do 
not get along. O ther holiness people have a righ t to 
dem and restitu tion  in  the Church.

3. The conscience dem ands restitu tion. This is why 
people finally  confess to crim es a fte r years of runn ing  
from  the  law. This is w hy people cannot sleep a t night 
w hen th ey  rem em ber th e ir wrongs w hich m ust be m ade 
right. T hey are  w eary  of the  nagging voice w hich haunts 
them  by day and  by  night—dem anding restitu tion . They 
su rren d er to  th e  pohce—they  send m oney to those 
whom  they  have robbed—they  ask  for forgiveness for 
wrongs done. Conscience dem ands restitu tion.

12



4. The blessings of God dem and restitu tion . T here 
can be no genuine rev ival w ithout restitu tion . Jo h n  the  
B aptist dem anded “fru its m eet for repentance” (M att. 
3 :8 ). Zacchaeus paid restitu tion  four tim es over (L uke 
19:8-9). H e knew  th a t stolen m oney and  Jesu s  C hrist 
could not bo th  abide in  the  sam e house—and h e  w anted 
Jesus Christ.

5. H eaven dem ands restitu tion . T here  can b e  no 
sin in  heaven. If th e re  is sin in  your life, you are  not 
on your w ay to  heaven. Confess i t  out, pay back  
w hat you owe, m ake w rongs right, and  God w ill save 
you. T hen  you can sing w ith  the  poet:

Nothing between my soul and the Saviour!

When the Soul Is Hungry
M an’s capacity for badness is infinite. No beast be

n ea th  h im  could sink into such depths of m oral depravity  
as sinful m an sinks. No crea tu re  in  all of God’s creation 
can become so debauched, so degraded, so defiled as 
w illful, sinful, selfish m an. R ead Rom. 3:10-18 fo r a 
fresh, up-to-the-m inute look a t m odem  m an  . . .  a t  his 
worst. H e is ever devising new  w ays to  indulge 
him self in  th e  sordid, th e  unclean, th e  impvure, th e  in 
decent, the  unholy. A nd he m ocks God as he  does it. 
E very  m a n  who comes in to  th e  w orld  comes w ith  the  
beastly  n a tu re  of original sin  in  h is soul.

B u t m an’s capacity for goodness is infinite also. 
As su re ly  as th e  beast is there , so is th e  angel. B oth 
depravity  and  divinity  have strangely  stam ped him. 
Though he sins, he aspires. W hile m an  m ay sink be
nea th  th e  anim al in  h is sinning, he m ay also rise  above 
th e  angel in  his holiness, purity , love— f̂or angelic holi
ness is bestowed, no t having passed th rough  th e  fires
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of tem ptation. No o th er creation of th e  A lm ighty m ay 
clim b to  such lofty levels of sp iritual redem ption, tran s
form ation, pu rity , and  grace. E ven  the  angels have not 
know n th e  free choice of v ictory over sin through 
atoning grace as m an has know n it.

The hinge of m an’s destiny (dow nw ard or upw ard) 
is found in  his response to  th e  fo u rth  beatitude: 
“hun g er and  th irs t a fte r righteousness.” H ungry  for 
holiness! T h irsty  fo r C hrist, who is oiur Righteousness! 
C u ltivate  th a t soul-craving, th a t  spirit-yearning, th a t 
heart-eagerness to  have th e  favor of God—to be righ t 
and  righteous and  p u re  and  holy from  H is viewpoint— 
to see H is approving smile. B e filled Avith all His full
ness. H e is th a t L iving B read  w hich cam e down from  
heaven. H e is th a t Foim tain  of L iving W ater springing 
up  into everlasting  hfe!

I am drinking at the fountain where I ever would 
abide;

I have tasted life’s pure river and my soul is 
satisfied.

Stamped with the Image of the King
In  m any w ays m an is m uch h k e  o ther anim als. He 

has a  resp ira to ry  system  like a baboon, a  circulatory 
system  like a  cow, a  digestive system  like a  horse, and 
a  nervous system  like a  cat.

B u t m an has som ething w hich th e  low er anim als 
do no t have: a personality , a  sp iritual natu re , a  soul. 
H e is capable of m oral defilem ent and  m oral achieve
m ent. H e has a  code of ethics w hich has hounded him  
th rough  the  ages. H e has in n er aspirations w hich forbid 
him  to  be content w ith  a fu ll stom ach im der a  shady 
tree. H e has im agination w hich enables him  to see 
above and  beyond. H e is capable of projecting him self
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into the  needs of others. L ow er anim als do no t have 
these qualities.

No o ther c reatu re  can stoop so low in  debauchery  
and degradation and  defilem ent as a hm nan  being who 
indulges himself. E xam ine th e  pages of th is  m orning’s 
new spaper and  you w ill be  convinced. O n th e  contrary , 
no o ther crea tu re  can rise  to  such subhm e heights of 
p u rity  and  sp iritual b eau ty  and  hohness as a  hm nan 
being who yields him self fu lly  to  th e  w hole w ill of 
his M aker. Scan th e  pages of church  h istory  and  you 
will rejoice th a t it is so.

C reated  in  th e  im age of God, m an was given th e  
pow er to  choose, to  select h is ow n destiny. God im 
plan ted  th is p a r t of him self in  each of us. T he soul 
w hich I  am —w hich you are— îs a very  precious thing. 
I t is eternal. This body wiU w aste aw ay, b u t th e  rea l 
you w ill hve forever because you are  m ade in  th e  
likeness of God. A re  you m easuring u p  to  th e  divine 
potential w ith in  you?

W hy no t sm ren d e r yourself to  C hrist ju s t now, 
and ask  H im  to come in to  y o u r life and  w ash aw ay 
all guilt complexes, all frustrations, fears, anxieties— 
all sins! H e w ill m ake Hfe new  for you, and  you will 
begin living as H e in tended  fo r you to  live— în H is image.

Living in the Spirit
Sam uel L. B rengle g raduated  w ith  honors from  

De P auw  U niversity , b u t soon gave u p  his am bition for 
politics to  enroll as a  m in isterial studen t in  Boston 
Theological Sem inary. D eterm ined to  becom e a  great 
preacher, he  sought th e  baptism  w ith  th e  H oly Spirit 
because, h e  reasoned. M oody ascribed his pow er to  th is 
experience. F o r w eeks h e  searched th e  S crip tu res and  
his own heart. A nd  w hat h e  saw  in  him self sickened
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him : C hrist’s h iunility  and  his own pride; C hrist’s m eek
ness and  his ow n tem per; C hrist’s lowliness and his own 
am bition; C hrist’s holiness and  his own iinholiness. He 
saw  th e  “I ” standing in  the  w ay as h e  agonized, u tte rly  
broken. T hen came th e  daw n of Jan u a ry  9, 1885, w hich 
he  described in  his s tuden t pastorate  the  n ex t Sunday 
w hen he preached  on H eb. 6:1:

I  awoke hungering and thirsting to live this life, never 
again to sin against Him in word, thought o r deed. While 
reading some of the words of Jesus He gave me such a 
blessing as I  never dreamed a man could have this side 
of heaven. My soul melted like wax before a fire. I 
loathed myself that I  had ever sinned against Him or 
doubted Him. Every ambition of self was now gone. I 
walked over Boston Common before breakfast, weeping 
for joy and praising God. I  loved Jesus till it seemed my 
heart would break w ith love. I  loved the little urchins 
on the street, the strangers who hurried  past me, the 
heathen. I  loved the whole world!

His f irs t am bition was to  become a U.S. senator. 
H is second am bition was to  becom e a  bishop. B u t after 
being filled w ith  the  H oly S p irit he  w as led  of God to  
preach  holiness in  the  Salvation A rm y—w hich he did 
for m ore th an  fo rty  years w ith  God’s abundan t anoint
ing.

L iving in  th e  S p irit is God’s w ill fo r every  C hris
tian  . . .  fo r you!

Seven Steps to Salvation
1. Come to grips w ith  the  fact th a t you a re  a 

sinner. L earn  from  God’s W ord th a t “the  wages of sin 
is dea th” (Rom. 6 :23). See th a t you are  dying, righ t 
now, w ithout God. D iscover your lostness.

2. A llow  the  S p irit of God to  show you your need. 
A dm it th a t you cannot save yoimself. L e t God m ake
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you sick of sin. See sin as it really  is—see yoxrrself 
as you really  are. See God as H e is. See w hat H e ex
pects you to do—^with His help.

3. R everse directions. Y ou are  going the  w rong 
way. C ontinue no longer in  sin. Repent! G et ou t of 
your swine pen of sin as th e  prodigal got out of his—and 
come back  to God. Rep>entance w ill no t save you ^but 
you cannot be saved w ithout it.

4. P lead  guilty  before God! Confess y o u r sins to 
Him. One of the best ways to  do th is  is to  w alk  down 
the church  aisle and  kneel a t th e  a lta r  as a public 
testim ony th a t you are  sincere abou t hving fo r God. 
Secret saints a re  hard ly  saints a t all. Do not be  asham ed 
of Christ.

5. Q uit the  sin business. Throw  aw ay those ciga
rettes. P o u r those alcohoHc beverages dow n th e  drain. 
B reak  off those unw orthy  friendships. C lean u p  your 
conversation. Q uit those filthy  movies and th a t trash y  
lite ratu re . M ake a clean break. T here  is no such thing 
as a sinning saint. So q u it you r sinning.

6. M ake restitu tion . R e tu rn  those tools w hich you 
stole from  th e  shop. P ay  back  th a t old debt you have 
tried  to  forget. Apologize to  th e  person whom  you 
have talked  about im kindly. T here can be no covered 
sin in  your Ufe if you are to  live for God.

7. P u t your faith  in  God. Y ou cannot save yourself. 
Salvation comes by faith, no t b y  feeling. You have m et 
the  conditions—now tru s t H im  for forgiveness. S tand  on 
His Word. A ccept his gift of salvation, by faith!
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Seven Steps to Sanctification
1. B e su re you are  thoroughly  saved. K now  your 

sins a re  all forgiven.
2. A dm it th e re  is still an  enem y w ith in—even 

though you a re  saved—^which battles against holy hving. 
Is i t  p ride? Envy? Jealousy? R esentm ent? W illful
ness? Some o ther m onster you cannot dethrone?

3. Face th e  fact th a t  you need  som ething more. 
S tudy  God’s W ord. F a ll on your face and  te ll H im  th a t 
you a re  tired  of th is up-and-dow n effort to  be  victorious 
w ithin. A sk  H im  if th e re  isn’t  som ething m ore.

4. D eterm ine to  get a ll God has fo r you. Settle  it 
in  your h ea rt th a t you must and  vnll, by  God’s grace, 
be delivered from  th is sinw ard  tendency  inside w hich 
steals aw ay your peace of soul. Become an  active seeker 
fo r h ea rt holiness righ t now.

5. M eet th e  conditions of fu ll su rren d er—of un 
reserved  yielding. Give all to  God. H old nothing back, 
how ever appealing to  th e  flesh. K eep no  key  to  the  
secre t closet of y o u r soul. O ffer your self as a  w illing 
sacrifice, slain, consum ed on th e  a ltars of obedience and 
consecration. L et God have th e  to ta l you. L et H im  
purge, bu rn , crucify, destroy  aU th e  dross, all th e  anti
holiness called carnality . L et H im  cleanse th e  en tire  
tem ple of your inner being, and  m ake you fit fo r His 
abiding.

6. Inv ite  H im  to come in—by  trusting  faith—and 
inhab it you r hum an  tem ple. B elieve th a t H e desires 
to  dw ell in  you—th a t H e will.

7. C laim  th e  blessing. H aving m et your hum an 
conditions, believe H im  to be  fa ithfu l to m eet H is divine 
conditions—and  th u s to  sanctify you wholly! P raise 
God th a t th e  w ork  is done!
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The Grasshopper Complex
God prom ised Israel th a t C anaan w ould be theirs, 

yet a whole generation perished w ithout entering. W hy?
1. They kep t th reaten ing  to  go back to  Egypt. 

They did not have th e  fa ith  to face u p  to  God’s chal
lenging promises. T here was a certain  security  in  slavery 
th a t they  did no t have now  as free  men. A nd there  
was a  challenge in  being free w hich th ey  hesitated  to 
face. They should have b u rned  every  bridge to m ake 
re trea t impossible.

2. They should have qu it com plaining w hen they  
left Egypt, b u t th ey  didn’t. T hey com plained for fear 
of death  a t th e  R ed Sea crossing; th ey  com plained be
cause they  had  no w ater, because the  w ate r was b itter, 
because they  had  no bread, because they  had no 
m eat, because Moses p rayed  too long on the  m ountain, 
etc. Com plaining people a re  not good candidates for 
the  Prom ised Land.

3. They had  a grasshopper complex. 'The giants of 
C anaan w ere so large th a t the  Israelites considered 
them selves to  be grasshoppers by  comparison. Though 
they  w ere no longer slaves, yet som ething of the  slave 
com plex stuck  in  th e ir hearts. T heirs w as no t a false 
hum ility—it was a carnal c o w a r d i c e .  No m an 
should b rag  of his own m ight, b u t every  m an can feel 
a security  w hen he has God at his side.

4. 'Their plans w ere not large enough to  include 
God. They set down some cold figures—^without any 
w arm  faith—and concluded: “I t  can’t  be done.” So 
they  voted to  stay  w here they  w ere— God’s prom ises 
notw ithstanding—and lost a w hole generation. A  little  
fa ith  in  a big God w ould have opened up  Canaan for 
them . It will do the  same for you today!
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The Shrine of the Second Trip
One of the  dangers w hich hohness people face is 

the danger of m aking tw o trip s to  the  altar. B ut, you 
ask, should th ere  be th ree?  O r only one? A nd I 
reply: Two! We believe in  tw o w orks of grace: re 
generation and  sanctification. W e have B ible founda
tion fo r our position. We have m ultiplied thousands 
on ea rth  and in  glory to  w itness to  us th a t  God’s 
w ay is to be saved and  sanctified. Two w orks of grace 
is God’s way.

B u t a t this point of o u r streng th  w e also find  a 
point of danger: th a t  of m aking a m ecca of these two 
trips to  th e  altar, and bowing down to them  and  w or
shiping them  as past experiences, forgetting all the 
while th a t beyond Jo rd an  is m uch land  to  be possessed. 
The Book of th e  Acts of the  Apostles gives several 
instances of H oly Ghost infillings beyond Pentecost. 
This is no t to  devaluate w hat happened in  th e  U pper 
Room; it  fortifies it and  keeps it  curren t.

I am  no t m aking a plea for holiness people to  head 
for the  a lta r every  revival. N or w ould I insist th a t they  
stay. B u t I do plead th a t we keep o u r h ea rts  constantly 
filled w ith  th e  H oly Spirit, beyond th e  second trip . 
The cleansing is perm anent in  sanctification and  need 
not be repeated  in  the  course of the  hea lthy  C hristian 
hfe. B ut the  constant refreshing and  infilling and over
flowing of the  Holy Sp irit is im perative.

The cleansing is lasting—the filhng is fleeting! How 
long since y o u r cup was filled to  the  overflowing? A re 
you worshiping at th e  shrine of the  second trip ?  O ur 
strength  is not found in  building m onum ents to  past 
blessings, b u t ra th e r  in  m aking sp irituah ty  an  up-to- 
date reahty!
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Goals for Spiritual Growth
I h ea rd  of a  young couple whose child w ould not 

eat properly. The child w as punished for th is and  his 
nerves w ere set on edge. M ealtim e w as dreadful. A t 
last a doctor was consulted. A fte r m any tests and m uch 
questionings the  doctor discovered th e  unhappy expe
riences a t the dining table— discovered th a t the  parents 
had  been try in g  to  force th e  child to  grow  by  forcing 
him  to eat. I t  sim ply did no t w ork.

G row th cannot be forced. G row th is a  n a tu ra l 
developm ent im der p roper conditions. This is tru e  
sp iritually  as w ell as physically. If  g row th has been 
a rres ted  before m atu rity  is attained, som ething is w rong 
and  th a t w rong should be corrected.

P erhaps th e  biggest job paren ts  have is to  provide 
th e  p roper atm osphere for w ell-rounded grow th of th e ir 
children: physical, m oral, social, m ental, emotional, 
cu ltural, and certain ly  spiritual.

P erhaps th e  biggest job a  church  has is to  provide 
the  p roper atm osphere fo r the  re b ir th  and  grow th of 
its  constituents, spiritually . M ay I  offer some sugges
tions here?

1. C reate an  atm osphere conducive to  sym m etrical 
grow th in  such areas as w itnessing, fellowship, leader
ship, training, teaching, and  soul winning.

2. Do no t expect m atu rity  of children  o r teen-agers. 
Saved children are  still children. Saved teen-agers a re  
still teen-agers.

3. Do no t expect m atu rity  of adults w ho a re  re 
cently  saved and sanctified. They a re  still “babes in 
C hrist.” G row th takes time.

4. Be patient. G row th is gradual. A ppreciate sm all 
im provem ents.
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5. P rovide special nourishm ent for the  spiritually  
weak, even as you w ould nourish  a  p lan t o r an  anim al 
needing special attention.

6. Com bat th e  negative appeal of the  w orld  w ith  
a positive appeal of sp iritual activity.

7. S et goals fo r your own sp iritual growth. A s you 
a tta in  these goals, reach  ou t to  g rea te r achievem ents.

A Strong Mans Weak Points
Samson, m an of im usual pow er from  God, lost his 

s treng th  and  was a t las t bound, blinded, and  p u t to  w ork  
like a horse. H e forgot his w eaknesses, and  a t last his 
weaknesses got him. H ere  is w here he failed:

1. H e paid m uch atten tion  to  h is physical strength  
b u t little  to  h is sp iritual strength . O u r em phasis on 
physical fitness and  m ental tra in ing  is well-placed, b u t 
above all w e need  to  b e  Samsons inside—giants in  the  
inner sp iritual life.

2. H e kep t com pany w ith  th e  w rong crowd. H e 
foxmd his friends am ong God’s enemies. S trong  as he 
was, Sam son could no t lift them  to  h is ow n level. 
R ath er he  degraded him self to th e ir  level.

3. H e neglected th e  discipline of his sex life. H e 
toyed w ith  the  affections of th e  opposite sex. H e played 
w ith  fire  and  got burned. A s a  re su lt his lover be
tray ed  him , handing him  over to  be  boim d, blinded.

4. H e ta lked  too much. H e  revealed  his sp iritual 
secrets to  his sp iritual enem ies—^mortal enemies. He 
spoke w hen he  should have kep t silent.

5. H e took his religion fo r granted. H e did not 
check u p  often enough to  be  sure. Too la te  h e  dis
covered th a t God was gone—and  h e  did  no t know  it.
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Holiness Makes for Symmetry
W hen I was a lad  rounding up  the  cattle  we had 

one landm ark  everyone knew : an  old, crooked tree. 
W e often used th e  ben t and  gnarled  m esquite as a 
reference p o i n t .  No one knew  w hat caused 
th e  tree  to tw ist. Was it  tram pled  by  a stam pede when 
it w as young? W as i t  bhgh ted  by  a bug? D id hghtning 
strike  it?  No one knew . We also had  a crooked calf 
in  the  herd . Soon a fte r his b ir th  he got an  infection 
w hich left h im  run ted , tw isted, droopy, an  vmsightly 
beast. So g reat w ere h is sores th a t m y b ro th e r called 
him  Lazarus. N a tu re  has its  strange imperfections.

So does th e  h um an  race. A lm ost any  p reacher 
could w rite  volum es on “Some Tw isted Souls I Have 
K now n.” They are  sunning dejectedly along skid row. 
They are  languishing in  institutions. T hey come 
bum m ing to y o u r back  door. O ther w arped  souls blend 
into th e  cu ltu ra l p a tte rn  abou t them . T heir lu st for 
im m orality, th e ir jockeying for position, th e ir passion 
for p leasure, th e ir  greed for greenbacks th rives in  the 
swim of a co rrup t society b e tte r  th an  in  th e  gutter. 
Indeed, le t u s adm it th a t every  m an is b o m  w ith 
the  tw ist of sin in  his soul.

A nd th is is precisely w here the  message of heart 
holiness shines fo rth  in  sharpest perspective. The w ork 
of th e  Holy S pirit rem oves th e  “ben t to  sinning” in  
the  hum an heart, and  cleanses aw ay all the  corruption 
of the  carnal natu re . This deliverance is a m ust for 
every  m an if he  is to enjoy sym m etrical growth, if his 
soul is to have a beau ty  th a t shines through.

A ll abou t us are trophies of grace—lofty examples 
of once-tw isted souls now  m ade stra igh t b y  th e  pow er
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of th e  Holy Ghost. H oliness m akes fo r sym m etry  in  
the C hristian  way. “The crooked shall be  m ade straigh t.” 
W hy no t plunge into the  cleansing fountain  of fu ll sal
vation and  le t God set you to  singing w ith  the  poet?

Tom Thum b a t th e  age of tw enty-five w as b u t 
th irty-one inches tall. Je ffery  H udson in  th e  court of 
C harles I  of England w as only eighteen inches ta ll 
w hen he was th ir ty  years old. T here a re  en tire  dw arf 
races to be  found among certa in  bushm en of A frica, 
even today.

W hat causes dw arfism ? We are  to ld  th a t th e re  are 
th ree  m ajor factors; (1) T he cartilage fails to  develop 
norm ally into bone; (2) A  d isorder of th e  thy ro id  gland 
causes a horm one deficiency; and  (3) F a ilu re  of the  
p itu itary  gland to  function properly.

S p iritua l dw arfism  offers its  tragedies too. H ere  is 
one of the  g reat blights and  th rea ts  to  th e  ongoing of 
v ital C hristianity . T he ra te  of arrested  developm ent of 
the inner m an is a t an  alarm ing, soaring figure. T here 
is m ore religion and  less salvation th an  w e h k e  
to  M any saints, so-called, n ev e r a tten d  p ray er
meeting, never w in  a soul to C hrist, n ev er pay^ th e ir 
tithes, never assum e the  responsibilities of service in  
the  church. D w arfs they  are, though called to  b e  giants 
of sp iritual pow er and usefulness in  th e  Kingdom!

W hat causes religious pygm ies? Is i t  carnal con
ten tm ent? W orldly preoccupation? Self-centeredness?

Take away our hent to sinning; 
Alpha and Omega he;

End of faith, os its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty.

Gianthood
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D evotional m alfunction? Insufficient sp iritual exercises? 
D iet devoid of m oral nourishm ent? Yes! These and 
o ther conditions are fa ta l to  C hristian  n u rtu re  and 
growth.

B u t th e re  is a cure! The cleansing and  filling pow er 
of the  H oly Spirit! U tte r  renunication  of the  world 
w ith  all its g litter and  froth! The aw ful self-crucifixion 
—crucifixion w ith  C hrist if you please! T he dehghtful 
indulgence in  p rayer, p rivate  m editation, and  Bible 
study! T he sp iritual fiber-building practice of w itnessing 
for C hrist and  w orking to  w in  souls!

A w ay w ith  th e  pygm y practices w hich dw arf the  
soul! O nw ard to  sp iritual gianthood! O u r capacity for 
in n er enlargem ent is infinite. M ay th e  souls of the  
saints never cease to  grow  in  Christlikeness!

Young People Can Be Pure
T he pa th  of p u rity  has been  obscured in  recent 

years w ith  an  avalanche of filthy  lite ra tu re  and  m oral 
garbage in  th e  m ovie houses, and  on television in  some 
cases. M any have em braced it, been  poisoned by  it, 
and  even m ade i t  available to  teens and  subteens in  
abim dance. Som e so-called m inisters of th e  gospel have 
em braced th e  new  m orality  (w hich is nothing b u t the  
old im m orah ty ); educators have re laxed  th e  restric ting  
ru les; paren ts  have allow ed th e ir  children to  indulge 
them selves in  im restra ined  sexual vices.

This sham eful sex backdrop becomes all the  m ore 
acute w hen young people get converted and  t ry  to  leap 
over the  w all of im purity  into God’s green pastu res of 
chastity  and self-discipline. Coming to  th e  a lta r  is the  
beginning. B u t i t  is also th e  beginning of severest 
tem ptations too. H ow  can young people be assured of
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deliverance as they  t ry  to  live p u re  lives? H ere  a re  
some helps:

1. Switch crowds you run with. W hen you are 
w ith  th e  old crow d th a t pulled  you down, w itness to  
them . Allow no compromise. F in d  new  friends who 
are  also try ing  to  hve pure, holy hves.

2. Guard your thoughts. C hrist cautions u s  (M att. 
5:27-28), as does P au l (Phil. 4 :8 ), to  disciphne our 
thoughts if w e w ould keep clean. P u re  people cannot 
harbo r im pure thoughts. K eep  your m ind on C hrist.

3. Do not toy with temptation. Tem ptation w ill 
come—b u t you can overcome. S hun  th e  suggestions of 
Satan. R efuse th e  filthy  novel, th e  m ovie house, the  
Hollywood-type program , th e  unclean  ta lk , th e  sug
gestive picture, th e  questionable joke, and  th e  friends 
who w ould pu ll you down. A bsolutely refuse to  com
promise.

4. Get busy for God. D on’ts  a re  n o t enough. 
C haracter is no t m ade in  a  vacuum . R ead  y o u r Bible. 
Develop th e  hab it of secret p rayer. W ork fo r the  
church. M ake absentee calls. Begin w itnessing, w inning 
souls. L e t yoim pastor p u t you  to  w ork. T hen  God 
will richly  rew ard  you.

The Marks of Maturity
People are  no t m atu re  because th ey  a re  big or 

old. N or a re  C hristians m atu re  because th ey  a re  saved 
and Spirit-filled. W hile p u rity  is instantaneous, m atu rity  
is gradual. I t  is th e  re su lt of grow th, study, self- 
discipline, p roper diet, and  achievem ent. In  h is le tte r  
to  th e  Ephesians, chap ter four, P au l gives us som e ob
vious m arkings of C hristian  matimity:

1. Accepting instruction  (v. 11). T he im m ature
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“know  it all,” b u t the  m atu re  a re  teachable, hum ble, 
constantly  learning, improving.

2. U sefulness in service (v. 12). I  saw  a colt ru n 
ning alongside h is m other who was harnessed to  the 
plow. B u t I knew  th a t w hen the  colt m atu red  a  b it 
h e  w ould be pressed into service too. Childhood is 
playtim e. Y outh  is p repara tion  time. M atu rity  is serving 
tim e. L et us no t spend all our lives playing and  p re 
paring. T here’s w ork  to be done—^by m atu re  folk.

3. S tability  of purpose (v. 14). M ature C hristians 
a re  n o t tossed abou t by  every  breeze th a t blows. They 
a re  living in  one direction. A ttrac tive  bypaths do not 
lu re  them . They w ork  for th e  u ltim ate goal.

4. A bility  to  be governed by  principle instead of 
by  passion (v. 15). I saw  tw o m en get fighting m ad 
because th e ir  cars collided. In  the  m atu re  saint, feehngs 
are  Spirit-controlled.

5. Cooperative activity  (v. 16). C hildren do not 
always cooperate. They som etimes sulk, pout, argue, 
cry, and even q u it w hen th ey  cannot have th e ir own 
way. Such actions are  occasionally seen am ong older 
people in  the  C hurch. These people have not m atured, 
spiritually.

6. S ettled  in  fa ith  (v. 21). M ature saints have final 
g round in  C hrist. H e is th e ir  u ltim ate  A uthority . For 
them  th ere  can be no question m ark  w here God has 
p u t a period.

Disciples Are the Disciplined Ones
Occasionally someone w ants to know  w hy there  

a re  so m any  N azarene negatives. Now and th en  we 
ought to  ask  ourselves w hy we are  against such things 
as smoking, drinking, d a n c i n g ,  movies, slander.

28



gambling, and suchlike. Is it only because ou r fa thers 
p u t these in  the  Munucil? E thel Jacobson had  an in 
teresting poem in  a church  bulletin :

Mustn’t run across the road;
Mustn’t touch the candle;

Mustn’t pull the pussycat 
By her handy handle;

Mustn’t write upon the wall;
Mustn’t waste my crusts.

Mustn’t, mustn’t, mustn’t, mustn’t—
Aren’t there any musts?

So someone asks: W hy all these m u stn ’ts for Naza- 
renes? C an’t  we be a b it m ore broad-m inded, a  little  
m ore sophisticated in  o u r m odem , in tellectual cu lture?

B ut God’s answ er is: Disciples are the  disciplined 
ones. O ur bodies are th e  tem ples of th e  H oly Spirit. 
We are  therefore obliged to  keep God’s dwelling place 
clean, pure, strong, fit for His habitation.

F o r instance, the  person who smokes o r drinks 
alcoholic beverages is dam aging his body—God’s temple. 
H e has no righ t to  com m it suicide on th e  m stallm ent 
plan any m ore th an  to do so quickly. T he person who 
dances comes into physical contact w ith  th e  opposite 
sex, and opens the  door to tem ptation, w ith  lu st clim ax
ing in  im m orality. This is w rong beyond debate. The 
movie houses are increasingly filled w ith  lustfiol, sug
gestive, im moral, and crim inal p ictures w hich poison 
the  m ind and  point patrons to perdition. Could a C hris
tian  attend? R ight o r w rong? S lander and  gossip are  
th e  sins of the  tongue, dam aging and  destroying and 
m urdering  the  reputations of o ther people. GambUng is 
the  get-som ething-for-nothing fever of th e  devil—a form  
of robbery  w hich cannot be justified.

Yes, some things m ust be given up  if one is to 
w alk  w ith  God. B ut it is w orth  it in  th e  long run. 
A nd i t  is th e  long ru n  w e are  on.
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Growth Through Suffering
1. Suffering is universal. Salvation is no t an  in 

surance policy.
2. God perm its it. H e could have p reven ted  it, 

b u t H e did not.
3. W hy do you suffer? O nly God knows. Someday 

you w ill understand.
4. Do no t blam e God fo r y o u r suffering. B lam e sin! 

W hen th e  w orld is free from  sin, i t  w ill be  free from 
suffering.

5. Do n o t blam e yourself as you suffer.
6. Do no t indulge in  self-pity.
7. D o n o t advertise y o u r suffering. God knows 

and  cares.
8. You m ay suffer innocently th rough  no fau lt of 

y o u r own. Do it  fo r Jesu s’ sake, and  H e will be n ea r to 
share y o u r burden .

9. T he scoim drel who deserves to  suffer often 
goes scot-free. Do no t le t th is fact shake your faith. You 
do no t know  all the  facts—n o r all th e  futime.

10. H ave a forgiving sp irit tow ard  those who m ay 
have caused yoiu: undeserved suffering—even if th ey  do 
n o t deserve forgiveness.

11. L et God punish  those who deserve to be 
pim ished. H e is th e  Judge.

12. A void resen tm ent in  y o u r suffering.
13. If you suffer innocently, le t God vindicate you. 

H e can, and  will.
14. L et God ta lk  to  you th rough  y o u r suffering. I t ’s 

tim e to  hsten.
15. Tim e is in  y o u r favor. L et tim e help heal your 

himt.
16. Suffering is tem porary. You a re  im m ortal. God 

is eternal.
17. T here is g row th in  suffering th a t cannot be had 

any o ther way.
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A Prayer for My Pastor
D ear God, bless m y pasto r today.
Make him too big to be little; too wise to be foolish; 

too holy  to  be  selfish; too sp iritual to be worldly; too 
ta ll to get a  chip on his shoulder; too dedicated to swerve; 
too zealous to  be  idle; too cu ltu red  to  be  coarse; too 
happy to  be m orbid.

Save him from  the love of big words, th e  fear of 
carnal people, th e  ted ium  of too m any announcem ents.

Deliver him from  th e  ru t  of runn ing  overtim e, the  
p it of pointless preaching, th e  evil of emotionless m es
sages.

Strengthen him w hen the  tem p ter w ould lu re  him  
in to  sins shallow  o r deep; w hen the  stand he m ust take 
will no t be  appreciated  by  the  people who pay  his 
salary; w hen he is the  ta rg e t of tongues w hetted  to  a 
severe sharpness.

Empower him w ith  the  S pirit of Pentecost to  m ake 
him  strong in  the  pulpit; w ith  the S p irit of C hrist to 
m ake him  calm  u n d er pressure; w ith  the  spirit of joy 
to  m ake him  steadfast even in  weakness.

Keep him from  toning down th e  sp iritual message 
to please the  w orldly; from  trim m ing down his sermons 
into serm onettes; from  talk ing  down to h is congregation 
in  a display of conceited sophistication.

Give him wisdom  to w ait w hen he  does not know  
w hich w ay to  tu rn ; give him  love w hen he  m ust rebuke 
th e  wolf scattering  the  flock; give h im  grace w hen he 
m ust sit in  silent suffering ra th e r th an  rise  to  his own 
self-defense.

Fill him w ith  unction every  Sunday, enthusiasm  
every  M onday, and  w ith  th e  Holy Ghost every  day.

And help me no t to  discuss h is fau lts w ith  anyone 
b u t Thee, O Christ. Amen.
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what to Do on Sundays
1. Don’t sleep all day. To stay  up  all hou rs on 

S atu rday  night and  sleep all day Sunday is p u re  self- 
indulgence on God’s time.

2. D on’t  w ork  all day. You have w orked  all week. 
Y our body will b reak  down like any o ther m achine th a t 
is overworked.

3. Don’t picnic all day, n o r ru n  all over the  country. 
F req u en t tw enty-four-hour-long holiday f r o l i c s  and 
w eekend trip s  to the  beaches, th e  m ountains, th e  lakes, 
to G randm a’s will dam n your soul—and your family.

4. D on’t p u tte r  all day. T ake care of you r car, 
your screens, you r law n, your gu tters, you r cellar, during 
the  week—b u t not on G od’s day.

5. Don’t  p ray  all day. Do your B ible reading and 
praying daily, so th a t these things do n o t pile up, and 
occupy a large p a r t of your Sunday time.

6. A ttend  the  four services a t your church: Sunday 
school, m orning worship, youth-study  hour, and  the 
evening evangehstic service.

7. R elax w ith  a good book, getting in  some m edita
tion  th a t w ill fill y o u r soul and m ind w ith  fresh  chal
lenge, outreach, im provem ent, purpose.

8. A rrange for th e  fam ily to  be together: a fam ily 
w alk in  the  p ark  together, a fam ily hym n-sing around  
the  piano together, a fam ily forum  in  w hich each p a r
ticipates in  th e  discussion of personal problems.

9. L end a helping hand  as Jesus did, doing someone 
a good tu rn  on each S unday afternoon. V isit a few 
people who need sp iritual encouragem ent.

10. O rganize some wholesome activities for your 
teen-agers. L et each Sunday  d raw  the  individual, the  
fam ily closer together—and to  God.
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Good Manners in God's House
1. Come early. If you w ere inv ited  to  th e  W hite 

H ouse to  m eet the  P resident, you woxild n o t b e  late. 
A t church  you a re  coming to  m eet One who is g reater 
th an  any  earth ly  ru ler. I t ’s good to  be ahead of time.

2. Be friendly. N ot hilarious, fo r church  is no t a 
party . B u t it  is no t a  m orgue. Yoiu: friends a re  here. 
G reet them  w arm ly, sincerely. L ike you, th ey  seek 
happiness. G ive them  a b ttle . Y ou’ll get it back. I t ’s 
good m anners to  be  friendly  to  visitors too.

3. Pass up those back seats. T hey a re  n o t fo r you. 
T hey a re  fo r th e  late, the  indifferent, th e  visitors, the 
u shers tak e  care of those who come in  late. You are  
Y ou are  n o t a  spectator ansrway.

4. Sit towards the center. Selfish people sit a t the 
end of th e  pew  and  m ake everyone craw l over them , 
ra th e r  th an  m ove over. D on’t  force o thers to  th u s  be 
em barrassed.

5. Look ahead instead of looking hack. L e t the 
ushers tak e  care of those who come in  late. You are  
no t a  new s re p o rte r  anyw ay! If  someone is looking 
for you, h e  w ill spot you and  le t you know.

6. Stay in that seat. D on’t  r im  fo r the  drinking 
fountain  o r th e  re s t room s during  th e  services. Don’t  
jum p up  and  ru n  across th e  aisle (o r th e  church) to  
pass th e  tim e of day w ith  a  friend.

7. Start a whispering campaign by whispering a 
prayer. If som eone w hispers to  you, nod and  keep 
silent. A void notes, gum, paper wads, carving knives, 
and  airplanes.

8. Participate. S tand  w hen o thers stand. K neel 
w hen o thers kneel. Sing w hen o thers sing. Say an  
“A m en” now  and  then . B e a  blessing. God’s house 
calls fo r a special b ran d  of good m anners because it  is 
God"s house.
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The Jethro Philosophy
1. w h e n  God’s w ork slows down, it is tim e to  ask 

some searching questions. In  th e  eighteenth  chap ter of 
Exodus we have an  in teresting  account of how  Je th ro  
saw  a problem  and  began to  probe (v. 14). I t is u tte r  
folly to  keep pretending  a t God’s w ork  w ithout results. 
F ind  the  cause and  the  cure.

2. Sometim es good people are  so involved in  the 
problem  th a t  th ey  fail to see th e  obvious solution (v. 
16). Moses w as too busy fighting the  problem  to  find 
th e  solution. To Je th ro  it  was sim ple because he  saw 
the  full picture. W hen y o u r program  lags, back  off for 
a  fresh  perspective. O r else get some Je th ro  to  show 
you why, w hat, and how.

3. The first step  in  im proving y o u r effectiveness 
is  to adm it your p resen t fa ilures (v. 17). If “th e  thing 
th a t thou  doest is not good,” th en  face up  to  it  im 
m ediately. Face facts squarely  and  constructively.

4. I t is sheer folly fo r one m an to  t ry  to  do the  
w ork  of ten  m en (v. 18), because (1) he  is kiUing 
him self ten  tim es faster th an  he ought; (2) h e  is sinning 
against th e  o ther nine by  not pu tting  them  to w ork; 
(3) he  is dem onstrating his own fa ilu re  to  gain th e  
cooperation and  partic ipation of th e  o ther nine; (4) he 
is sinning against th e  fu tu re  of th e  church  by  leaving 
a  vacuum  (w hen he is gone) w hich everyone will 
abhor.

5. The w ay to get m ore w ork  done is to  p u t m ore 
people to  w ork  (v. 21). This is m ore th an  a m athem at
ical fact, for you a re  enhsting concern and  cooperation 
w hen you enhst people.

6. C onsecrated laym en are  willing to  w ork  if some
one w ill tra in  them  and harness them  to th e  ta sk  (v. 
22). W hy n o t tak e  tim e today to  deal w ith  one of
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your m ost critical problem s: lay em ploym ent in  your 
church?

T ake a look a t the  six areas of Je th ro ’s philosophy 
and  see if God has som ething to  say abou t your sagging 
church  attendance—your half-m ast financial response— 
your unem ployed saints. L e t’s go for God!

Overcome the Ho-hum in Worship
1. L e t’s have a h ttle  emotion in  every service—a 

little  holy groaning and laughter, a few Am ens along 
the  way, m aybe a te a r  now  and then, or a spontaneous 
testim ony th a t is no t listed in  th e  p rin ted  o rder of 
worship. D on’t  “p u t i t  on” as playacting. K eep ablaze 
and  it  will be genuine. N othing is so dead as dead 
holiness, fo r i t  is no t holiness a t all. Doing things 
“decently  and  in  o rd e r” does no t im ply a stiff, cold, 
formal, d ry  service. L e t the  p reach er get blessed as 
he preaches u n d er the  anointing. W hy hide it?  Sparkle 
a  b it and  w eep occasionally if it is genuine. L et there  
be some freedom  and dem onstration in  the pew—so 
long as it is “in  the  S pirit.”

2. L et holiness preachers—and laym en—avoid the 
m onotony of m onotone preaching and  testifying. This 
is no plea for racehorse preaching and  w ildfire testi
monies. B u t it  is a plea to  overcom e th e  ho-hum , the 
so-w hat w ay of saying som ething abou t th e  m ost im 
po rtan t m atte r in  th e  w orld. If the  house w ere on fire, 
you w ould lift you r voice. If you believe the  w orld is 
on fire, p u t some fire  into your serm ons and  testimonies. 
God deliver us from  serm ons and  p rayers th a t m ust be 
read, from  m em orized testimonies.

3. B ew are of being sidetracked by  special days. The 
calendar is full of them —all good—b u t th ey  will com
pletely  dom inate us if we allow them  to. L e t’s not 
devote every  serm on and  every  service to a “special.”
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O ur holiness message and  holiness w itness m ust have 
the cen tra l place, always.

4. H ave some specific goals for every  service. Do 
you expect som ething to  happen? W hat? To whom ? 
W ith w hat resu lts?  W hat have you done to  bring  this 
expectation to  reality? No preacher, no laym an 
should ever come to a service w ithout some specific 
goals fo r him self—and others. P ray  for results. P lan  
for results. W ork for results. Expect results. God 
wills it. E very  service can be thrilling, rew arding. 
L et’s m ake it  so!

New Blood
I have before m e th e  figures of th re e  churches 

w hich have th e  sam e attendance today th ey  h ad  six ty  
years ago. T he records of ano ther church  in  another 
area show th a t it is the  same size it was forty  years ago. 
T here are  o thers the  sam e size as th ey  w ere tw enty  
years ago—ten years ago. Hopefully (and adm ittedly) 
these are  isolated cases, for it is easy to find churches 
th a t have kep t growing, adding new  blood each year.

Is your Sim day school attendance la rger now  than  
it was five years ago? How big ■wiU your church  be 
by  1970 if it m aintains its p resen t grow th-place? How 
large will it be  by  1980? W hy do some churches keep 
growing year afte r year?

1. They plan to grow. They build  more Sunday 
school rooms and  organize more classes and  p u t more 
people to work. I have never seen a church  fail to  grow 
w hen it did these th ree  things.

2. Lay participation. If the  church  is to  grow, 
someone m ust do th e  w ork. No pastor can, single- 
handed, do all th a t needs to  be done. T he w ay to  get 
m ore w ork  done is to  p u t m ore people to w o r k .  
Sanctified people will w ork  if th ey  are  trained , har-
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nessed, m otivated. I m et a  laym an las t m onth  who 
m akes 3,000 calls each year, in  addition to  h is regu lar 
job  and  his fam ily responsibilities. Sm all w onder his 
church  grows.

3. Enthusmsm—on th e  p a r t of bo th  pastor and lay 
leaders. T here  is a holy  optimism  in  the  air. T here is 
a  contagious expectancy in  every  service. People are 
on tip toe to  see w hat is going to happen next. A nd 
som ething does happen—like grow th and  H oly Ghost 
revivals.

4. New blood. New people get saved and  sanctified 
and are  placed in  leadership responsibilities. T ired- 
blood churches cannot grow. They shrivel and dwindle. 
N ew C hristians have new  faith, new  fire, new  m ethods, 
new  enthusiasm , new  vision. Is y o u r church  growing 
as i t  ought? W hy? W hat do you plan  to  do about it? 
W hen? Holiness dem ands growth!

The Scatteration Theory of Growth
I  saw  thousands of bushels of w heat piled on the 

ground. The m ound was left uncovered and  th e  sun 
and  ra in  bea t down. B u t m ost of th e  seeds did not 
sprout. A  few  did—around  the  edges. Some ro tted  
instead of sprouted.

Across th e  road  w as ano ther fa rm er who, instead 
of piling up  his seed, scattered  i t  out. H e drilled  it 
into th e  soil. H is po tential was no g rea te r b u t h e  reduced 
th e  concentration and  provided room  fo r grow th. The 
h arv est was sixtyfold.

I  saw a Sunday school class enjoy its  concentration 
of fo rty  m em bers and  tw en ty  in  average attendance 
im til someone divided th e  class into tw o classes w ith 
tw en ty  m em bers each and  an  average of ten. Now 
th e re  w ere  tw o teachers, and  tw o classrooms to  be
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filled, and  a challenge to  grow. A gain th e  gain was 
sixtyfold. I t  w ill reach  a hundredfold.

A  q u a rte r  of a cen tu ry  ago I  saw  a sm all church  
cUmb to  th e  300 m ark  in  six years. T hen  i t  stopped 
growing. I t  is still th a t size. A  fine concentration  of 
saints to be  su re—^but no grow th. Spending m oney 
and building nice buildings to  be sure—^but no grow th.

D uring th is sam e period of tim e I  w atched another 
church about th is size sponsor a hom e mission project 
across the  city. T hey gave up  5 fam ihes and  fifty  dollars 
p e r w eek and  50 from  Sunday school. The new  church 
today is la rger th an  300. The m other church  bounced 
back to  h e r 300 and  did i t  again—and again—and again 
—organizing several new  ones and  growing all th e  while, 
w ell beyond th e  500 m ark  now. I t  is the  scatteration  
theo ry  of growth.

This is no t a new  theory . I t  s ta rted  w ith  th e  early  
persecutions (Acts 4; 8 ), and  still bears harvest today. 
The E arly  C hurch  learned  i t  the  h a rd  way. M aybe it 
was God’s best w ay to  get the  C hurch  to  grow. M aybe 
it still is.

The Governor Is Coming!
T he governor is coming to  ou r house! H e w ill ask 

about our children and  sit a t o u r table. Iren e  wUl bring 
out th e  best silver and  china and  crysta l w hile I help 
h e r w ith  the  dusting, sweeping, polishing. A nd w hat 
a spread we will attem pt. A nd th e  steaks (no ham 
burgers, p lease )! W e w ill get th e  thickest, juiciest, ten- 
derest steaks m oney can buy. A nd forget th e  cost. 
The governor is coming!

Of course I am  dream ing—even abou t th e  steaks. 
B u t M alachi dream ed too. H e said; “T he governor
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is coming! B u tcher a beef. N ot a stocky, sleek short
horn. B u tcher th a t sick, bhnd, sw ayback cow over there. 
T hat’s good enough for th e  governor. As for bread, we 
w ill get some of th a t crusty , m ouldy stuff we feed the 
pigs.” R ead it in  Mai. 1:8: “O ffer it  now  unto  thy  
governor; w ill he be p leased?”

Of course M alachi was mocking. No one would 
tre a t a governor thus. People w ould give him  their 
best. “Y et th is is how  you have been trea ting  God,” 
said M alachi. “You have offered H im  sick, lame, bhnd 
sacrifices. You have p u t polluted b read  on the  L ord’s 
table, and  m ade it a contem ptible thing. Y our service 
is unw orthy, evil. You have despised God and it shows 
th rough .”

S hall w e p u t o u r religion to the  same test?  A re 
we m ore faith fu l w ith  o u r taxes th an  ou r tithes? A re 
th e  traffic law s easier to keep th an  the  Manual ru les? 
A re  w e m ore fa ith fu l to th e  labor union th an  to 
p ray e r m eeting? Is i t  too ra in y  to  go to church  on 
Sunday b u t not too ra iny  to go to w ork  on M onday? 
A re we m ore in terested  in  th e  P.T.A. than  the  C.S.T.?

The te s t of tru e  religion is th a t God and  the  C hurch 
and  lost souls m ean m ore to  us th an  anything else in  
all the  world.

Church Members Are Tempted Too
H ere are  some tem ptations to  pride w hich church 

m em bers m ust resist:
1. Doctrinal pride. W e cherish  o u r doctrine, for 

i t  is adequately  founded on God’s Word. L e t’s never 
change it! B u t le t’s n o t b rag  about our doctrine. I t ’s 
God’s holy  W ord—not ours.

2. Ethical pride. T hank  God for our standards! 
M ay we never compromise in  the  false hopes of w inning
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m ore by believing less. B u t le t’s bew are of being proud 
of our don’ts. We are  not legalists.

3. Denominational pride. T hank  God I am  a  Naza- 
rene. This is m y crowd. B u t th e re  is no  m agic in  our 
nam e. We m ay have to  give a h ttle  a t th is  po int w hen 
th e  glad day of union w ith  o ther holiness bodies comes. 
O ur mission and  o u r message are  all-im portant—n ot our 
label. D enom inations do not save.

4. Promotional pride. T hank  God for p o s t e r s  
from  h eadquarters  and  the d istrict office! L et’s build 
bigger bulletin  boards. I t ’s good to  belong to  a group 
th a t beheves the  gospel is w orth  prom oting. B u t prom o
tion is only a tool. L e t’s keep it  so.

5. Per capita pride. J u s t  because N azarenes out- 
give all o ther denom inations (larger th an  100,000 m em- 
ership) is no sign th a t w e should be  puffed up. Can 
we do less, considering w hat we preach  and  w hat we 
profess? T ithing is im portant. B u t so a re  some o ther 
things (M att. 23:23).

6. Mourners’ bench pride. I beheve in  th e  m ourn
ers’ bench. God have m ercy on the  church  th a t takes 
it out—or ceases to  use it—for th a t church  has ceased 
to be a holiness church! B u t m any of o u r prospects 
have never seen the  m ourners’ bench  in  action. L et 
us p ray  them  th rough  in  th e ir  homes, a t th e ir  w ork, 
w herever w e find them —including the  m ourners’ bench, 
even betw een services.

Buttermilk
Dr. Roy L. Sm ith  told the  story  of tw o ladies who 

disagreed in  a neighborly discussion over th e  backyard  
fence. The argum ent becam e hea ted  and  each w ent
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hom e to te ll h e r  husband  how  w rong and  unchristian  
th e  o ther was. T he poin t of contention and  disagree
m ent was the  price of a q u a rt of bu tterm ilk . One said 
i t  was ten  cents. The o ther said eleven. So they  fussed 
—and pulled  th e ir  husbands into the  fuss.

T he husbands w ere bo th  m em bers of th e  church 
board  and  took th e  discussion th e re  for an  opinion. The 
church  board  could no t agree on th e  p rice of b u tte r
milk, and  th e  argum ent lasted  some hours—u n til they  
forgot th e  price and  th e  bu tterm ilk , and  sim ply took 
sides. In  a few  days th e  whole church  becam e involved 
one w ay o r another. Feelings w ere h u r t  and  friend
ships rup tu red . G rudges appeared. Everyone was feud
ing. D r. Sm ith said th a t th e  church  w as so com pletely 
split th a t for tw en ty  years pastors came and  left w ithout 
seeing unity. R evival fires died w hile th e  devil danced. 
A  great and lasting church  fuss over a  little  th in g - 
butterm ilk!

I t  doesn’t  take  m uch to  s ta rt a fuss in  the  church 
o r ou t of it: m aybe a q u a rt of bu tterm ilk—^maybe a 
lover’s q u arre l—m aybe an  upset in  th e  annual election— 
m aybe the  w rong person w as asked to  sing o r p lay  the  
organ o r take  th e  collection. Sm all fusses cem snowball 
into aw ful avalanches and  do infin ite damage.

Good people disagree. Thoughtless people argue. 
C arnal people fuss. L ittle  people fight. Sm all issues 
divide sm all people. L ittle  people who a re  m atu re  in  
years b u t no t in  grace o r sense fight over nonessentials 
while the  w orld  goes to hell—like th e  m an who, while 
his house was burning, qu it fighting th e  fire  to  k ill a ra t.

B ig people—holy people—m atu re  people refuse to  be 
divided over h ttle  things. T hey p u t un ity  above personal 
hkes and  dislikes. God’s people m ust have a  will, a 
purpose to m aintain the sp irit of unity.
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I  sought 

for a man 
among 
them.

Ezek. 22:30

Tall
Men
for
Troubled Times
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For Church Members—

"Give Me One Hundred Men"
E. M. B ounds pinpoints our need for tall m en in 

troub led  tim es w hen he w rites: *‘The church  is looking 
for b e tte r  m ethods; God is looking for b e tte r men. 
W hat the  church  needs today  is no t m ore m achinery or 
better, not new  organizations o r m ore novel methods, 
b u t men—m en whom  the H oly Ghost can use—^men 
m ighty in  p ray er.”

We need men in the pulpit. . .
1. Who w ill assum e responsibility for an  aggressive, 

sp iritual leadership.
2. Who know  w here they  are  going and  how  to 

get there.
3. Who know  the direction the  people ought to  go, 

and  who know  how  to get th e  people going th a t way.
4. Who beheve the gospel is w orth  prom oting, and 

get busy  a t it.
5. Who heheve th a t revivals can be had  for a price, 

and get busy paying th a t price.
We need men in the pew .. .
1. Who will face up to life’s priorities w ith  a 

courage born  from  above.
2. Who will support an  o rd inary  pastor w ith an 

ex trao rd in ary  loyalty.
3. Who will gladly change th e ir m an-m ade m ethods 

to get some God-given results.
4. Who will produce a Pentecostal w itness which 

will have its  im pact on the  community.

Jo h n  W esley said: “Give m e one hundred  m en who 
fear nothing b u t sin, and desire nothing b u t God, and 
I care not a straw  w hether they  be clergym en or laymen; 
such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up  the 
kingdom  of heaven on ea rth .”
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For Men O n ly -

Men Who Mean Business
O ur greatest need is m en—^not preachers, no t states

men, b u t men—m en who will h ide them selves aw ay in  
some w ilderness of fasting, searching God’s will, groaning 
on their faces for th e  fullness of the  Sp irit—m aybe days 
on end—until th e ir souls a re  flam ing responses to  God’s 
global “Go.”

L et these m en have moss on th e ir eyebrow s and 
thu n d er in  th e ir voices and  fire  in  th e ir eyes and  tea rs  
on th e ir cheeks and  love in  th e ir  hearts. L et them  be 
called fanatics, w aving red  w arning lights because the  
bridge it out and  people are  plunging to  death  ju st ahead.

L et these m en stand  up and  speak ou t fo r God. 
L et them  charge us w ith  ou r carnal com placency until 
we d read  to see them  coming. L et them  pronounce God’s 
judgm ents upon us fo r our selfishness u n til w e know  th e  
fear of the  Lord. L et them  rebuke us for ou r hypocrisy 
un til we ha te  them . L et them  dem and o u r repentance 
and restitu tion  and confession u n til we look beyond them  
and see God and  beg fo r m ercy. L et them  w arn  us of 
im pending disaster im til we tu rn  o u r church  hghts on 
every  n ight and fill o u r sanctuaries w ith  th e  poor and 
the  fashionable, praying, weeping, repen ting  together. 
L e t them  condemn us for o u r lying, o u r cheating, our 
steahng, o u r adultery , ou r drunkenness u n til we ask 
forgiveness of God and  m an. L et them  h ft high Jesus 
C hrist u n til we fall a t H is feet.

Who are  these terrib le , holy people? N ot preachers! 
N ot missionaries! B u t men! M en who m ean business 
for God! M en who stre tch  them selves ou t before Him  
and say: “H ere  am  I; send m e” ! W ill you begin such 
a band— ĵoin such a band  in  your church—now?
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For Ladies Only—

The Consecrated Needle
She could n o t teach  a class, sing in  the  choir, 

p lay  th e  piano. She n ev er got elected on th e  church 
board. To p u t i t  b luntly , she was a  lim ited lady (she 
tho u g h t). T here  w ere  so m any  things she could not 
do—and she w ould have been  th e  firs t to  adm it it.

T lien one n igh t as she sa t by  th e  fireplace, needle 
flashing dim ly by  candlelight, brooding a  b it over h e r 
ta len t deficiency, God seem ed to  say: “Dorcas, give m e 
th a t needle.”

Dorcas replied, “Lord, w hat do You w ant w ith  m y 
needle?”

A nd God answ ered, “I  w an t to give it  back to  you, 
consecrated, sanctified, fo r you to  use as a pointed, spark- 
h ng  w itness fo r M e.”

I  th in k  D orcas slipped out of h e r  cha ir down to 
th e  floor w ith  a  dull th u d  and  began to  weep ou t a very  
big consecration over a very  sm all needle. She rem inded

L ord  th a t although she could no t get elected, o r even 
appointed, she w ould yield herself to  th e  h igher order 
of the  consecrated needle— îf God could use an  in stru 
m ent so m significant in  His kingdom  so vast.

T he coat she com pleted th a t n ight was for herself 
b u t God rem inded  h e r  of a  little  widow, ju s t h e r  size 
(and fo r w hom  she h ad  been p ray in g ), who needed the  

garm ent m ore th an  she. D orcas gave h e r  testim ony 
w rapped  up  in  a coat of h e r  own creation. A nd she did 
i t  again—and again.

Sm all w onder th a t th e  devil w anted  h e r  dead before 
h e r  tim e, so g rea t was h e r  sp iritual im pact. A nd 
w onder th a t God, th rough  P eter, b rough t h e r  back from  
death  awhile, to  continue w itnessing w ith  h e r  conse
cra ted  needle. C an any  sain t do less?
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For Teen-agers—

Dare to Be Different
In  these tim es w hen nearly  everyone is a conform ist, 

a copyist, victim ized by  th e  h erd  instinct, i t  is refreshing 
to  see C hristians who a re  different—radiantly , w onder
fully d iffe re n t. . .

1. In appearance. T here is a m odesty w hich m arks 
God’s people. They do not fran tically  ru sh  th e  latest 
fads, whims. T heirs is a  wholesome, w insom e sim phcity.

2. In speech. T hey shun  th e  shady story, th e  u n 
chaste conversation, th e  gossipy group, th e  cheap, chaffy 
chitchat.

3. On dates. Y oung people of ch arac te r w ould 
ra th e r m ake a scene— even w alk  hom e—th an  to  3ueld 
th e ir  bodies to  sin. T hey know  th a t toying -with tem pta
tion heaps up  troub le  for all th e ir terrify ing  tom orrows.

4. A t work. Tw ice-bom  m en wiU give an  honest 
day’s w ork  for an  honest day’s pay. T hey steal ne ith er 
time, money, n o r tools.

5. A t school. S tudents w ill discipline them selves in  
a consecrated learning—never cheating—always dihgent.

6. In society. Saints do no t seclude them selves. 
They w ill save m en as salt saves m eat—^by contact. 
T heir pow er penetrates, sweetens, saves.

7. In secret. T heir hidden hours a re  no t hypocritical. 
T heir conduct in  the strange city  is no less sain tly  th an  in  
hom e chirrch. Even w hen th ey  w alk  alone, th ey  w alk 
alone w ith  God.

8. By witnessing. Saints cannot keep salvation a 
secret. N or can they  be  ind ifferen t w hile those about 
them  are  slipping into hell! They gladly te ll th e  good 
news: they  eagerly th row  ou t th e  h fehne to  th e  sinking 
seam an before it  is too late.

W ill you dare  to  be  different?
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For Those Who Missed It—

God's Second Best
God has a p lan  for every  life. Some are  called to be 

preachers, some to be m issionaries, some teachers, etc. 
O thers a re  in  God’s will as doctors, law yers, scientists, 
mechanics, housewives, o r clerks. T here  is a divine pat
te rn  for every  hfe. H ow  im portan t to  find  i t  for your 
life!

H ow ever, some have m issed God’s p lan for th e ir 
lives. I  know  a m iddle-aged businessm an who was called 
to p reach  in  his you th  b u t refused  the call. H e has 
m ade sorrow ful shipw reck down th rough  th e  years; 
m uch-m arried, changing jobs, ru in ing  his health , running  
from  God. I  pastored  a fine young wom an whom  God 
called to be a  m issionary, b u t she m arried  a  m an who 
did no t share th a t call—and she m issed God’s w ill for 
h e r life. I  w ent to school w ith  a splendid you th  who 
was called to preach  the  gospel in  Africa, b u t he dodged 
A a t call. P erhaps he  has enjoyed a degree of success 
b u t he has no t enjoyed runn ing  from  God.

Is th e re  no hope, no happiness, no usefulness for 
the  person  who m ade a w rong choice in  his youth?

There is hope! Do not alw ays punish  yourself and 
doom yourself to a life of u tte r  despair and  remorse! 
You need  no t th row  aw ay th e  re s t of y o u r h fe and 
hve for th e  devil fo rever—ju st because you rejected  
God’s chosen p lan  fo r you w hile you w ere young! N or 
does God w ant you to  do th is ’

God is th e  God of the  second chance. H e has a 
second-best p lan  and  place for you if you re jected  and 
m issed H is first-best p lan  fo r y o u r hfe. I  know  a  m an 
who in  his youth  refused  God’s call to  preach. Later, 
w hen i t  was too la te  for h im  to en ter th e  m inistry, 
he  gave him self in  zeal and  loving service to  God and
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the  church—and becam e one of th e  finest laym en I  have 
ever known.

If you m issed God’s best back  there , tak e  God’s second 
best—righ t now! S u rren d er to  H im  and  live fo r Him. H e 
has a place of glad and  rew arding  service fo r you w here 
you are—^today! A nd you w ill find  th a t even God’s 
second best is so fa r ahead of th e  devil’s best th a t th ere  
is no comparison!

For the Man in the Pev/—

Lines for Laymen
F irs t Tim othy, chap ter th ree , has some fine lines 

for laymen:
1. Bite your tongue (v. 8). Some people ta lk  so 

m uch th a t they  appear to be  double-tongued.
2. Watch that overtime (v. 8 ). A re  you w orking 

on Sundays, earning double tim e, w hen you could be  in 
church? Don’t  be k icked to  death  by  th e  golden calf.

3. Get a radiant religion (v. 9 ). N ot th e  k ind  th a t 
leaves you cold, w ith  a cloudy conscience and  an  anemic 
faith. God can w ash aw ay those guilt complexes, fru s
trations, tw isting tensions and  b ring  you th e  “beau ty  of 
holiness.” K eep the  awe, th e  w onder, th e  breathless 
adoration w ith in  you.

4. Shoulder your family responsibilities (v. 12). 
Good religion w orks a t home. L et D ad and  th e  children 
help w ith  th e  housew ork. If th a t four-year-old is no t 
taught to  respect au thority , he  w ill be  a candidate for 
the  crim inal court by  th e  tim e he  is a teen-ager.

5. Be predictable (v. 11). B e so dependable th a t 
folks will expect you a t  church—on time—regardless of 
the  w eather; th a t y o u r tith e  w ill b e  in  th e  p la te  before 
you leave on y o u r vacation; th a t you w ill m ake those 
palls for class if you are  n o t in  th e  hospital.
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For Young People—

Don't Bypass God's Call
Why does God call people into special, full-tim e 

C hristian  service? Because He needs our help. Because 
H e cannot do it  alone. Because reapers are needed. Be
cause the  h arv est is white.

How does God call? M aybe w ith a dram atic flash 
from  heaven  as w ith  th e  A postle Paul. M aybe w ith  a 
voice in  the  n igh t such as the  child Sam uel heard. P er- 
haps, as in  Isaiah’s experience, w hen the  sanc tuary  is 
filled w ith  heaven. I t  could come in  the  splendor of a 
glorious sunrise  such as daw ned on Andrew . O r i t  m ay 
be a confrontation w ith  C hrist such as Simon P e te r had 
w hen he heard  H im  say: “Follow  me, and I will m ake 
you fishers of m en.” W ith o thers it is a m ighty must 
w hich th e  prophet felt like fire  bu rn ing  on his bones.

Whom does God call? T here is no telling. “Not 
m any wise m en a fte r the  flesh, not m any m ighty, not 
m any noble, a re  called . . . th a t no flesh should glory 
in  his presence” (I Cor. 1:26-29). O ther things being 
equal, God could use a Spirit-filled Ph.D. m ore effec
tively th an  a Spirit-filled backwoodsm an. B ut o ther 
things a re  seldom  equal. A nd if they  were, God could 
get m ore glory  from  the la tte r  th an  the form er. W ith 
a worm  God can th rash  a m ountain. Of course He could 
do it  b e tte r  w ith  a bulldozer (we th in k ) . B u t who gets 
the  glory? If the  w orm  does it, God gets the  glory. 
If the  bulldozer does it, m an gets the  glory. Jesus called 
H is tw elve from  all ranks. H e uses all who will respond 
and bypasses all who will not. Obedience and simplicity 
a re  the  keys. H e will use  you if you will let Him —if 
you are  hum ble enough. Spirit-filled.

If God calls, it  will be heaven’s highest comphment. 
Do not ignore th e  K ing’s invitation to  be a m em ber
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of His staff. H e sees som ething in  you—or has some
thing to put in you, as He did in  th e  rough, im pulsive, 
un learned  fisherm an, P eter. H e has passed over others 
who are  m ore able in  o rder to  select you. Don t  ask 
why. I t ’s no t your business. J u s t  say YES! Say it  im 
m ediately when He calls you. ^

God has been tapping you on th e  shoulder, hasn ’t
He? Then get busy!

For Fringe Saints—

Get Your Hands Dirty
Pick up th a t greasy w rench and  go to  w ork  on th a t 

m otor and stick w ith  it till it hum s like a sewing m achine. 
G rab th a t hoe and chop down those w eeds and  carve 
yourself a garden out of th a t w ilderness. T ake th a t 
broom  and sweep the  garage and p u t everything in  its 
place, including the  dirt. P a in t the  fron t steps, patch 
the sidew alk by m ixing your own cement. B uild  a com
bination b irdbath  and birdhouse. C lean o u t th e  gutters. 
R epair th a t b roken  clothesline. Don t  h ire  it done while
you w atch TV.

Get your hands d irty  for the  church, too! T here 
a re  floors to be w axed, walls to be painted, tables to 
be repaired, shelves to be built, partitions to b e  erected, 
wall switches to be installed. A nd th ere  is w itnessing 
to be done. T here a re  absentees to be contacted this 
week . . . today! T here a re  pieces of lite ra tu re  to be 
distributed. T here is rev ival visitation to  b e  done— 
w ith p ray er and fasting. T here are  neighbors to  be 
picked up in  consecrated cars.

Can saints dally and  doze and stuff and  stretch  
and yaw n and  dream  while the  C om m unists w ork 
around  the clock to ensalve us? W hile sinners devise 
new  ways to sink deeper into sin? W hile dying m ilhons 
about us stum ble dow nw ard in  th e  darkness? C an we
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sit in  o u r rocking chairs of com placency w hile the  tides 
of certain  and  fearfu l destruction  rise  h igher and nearer?  
W ith o u r C hrist we will accept heaven’s challenge: “I 
m ust w ork—the n ight com eth”! A nd be assured the  h a r
vest will be glorious.

For Saints in Reverse—

Jonah's Seven Fallacies
1. God can get along ju st fine w ithout me. Wrong! 

God needed Jonah. H e needs you too. In  fact, God is 
hm ited  w ithout you.

2. Someone else will do m y w ork if I  don’t. Wrong 
again! God has a w ork  for you to do. If you fail God, 
God’s w ork fails.

3. I t  is possible to escape God. Is it? T h e  
Psalm ist said no (Ps. 139:7-8). Jonah  ra n  from  God 
because he thought he could. B u t he  couldn’t. Can you?

4. R unning  from  God’s call silences God’s call. 
Delusion. You can no m ore escape God’s call th an  you 
can escape God.

5. God should not be m ercifu l to repenting  souls. 
Erroneous! God was m ercifu l to Jonah, w asn’t  He? 
Some folk insist God ought to  be  m ore severe w ith 
sinners. Some w ould call down fire  on all whom they 
dislike. I  am  glad God is the  Judge

6. G ourds a re  b e tte r  th an  souls. Are they, Jonah? 
You w ere glad fo r the  gourd—b u t did you rejoice for the  
N ineveh revival? T hat w hich m akes a m an happy reveals 
his sp iritual condition.

7. God’s w ork  can be done w ithout love. Never! 
Jonah  failed (though God sent revival) because Jonah  
was low on love. Force, fear, du ty  drove him. N ot love. 
Love is God’s way. Love is God’s people’s way, too.
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5
Bear 

much fruit 
. .  .be my 
disciples.
John  15:8

Fruit Bearing
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Saints on the Witness Stand
T here can be  no such th ing  as a silent witness. Of 

course one m ay silently le t his light shine. B u t this 
is no t w itnessing. I t is pu tting  your good w orks and 
good hves on display. This is im perative b u t insufficient 
in  th e  C hristian  economy. “L et th e  redeem ed of the 
L ord  say so (Ps. 107:2). W itnessing m ust be done with 
the  m outh. O n th e  w itness stand, the s a in t . .  .

1. C annot rem ain  silent.
2. Is n o t the  judge who pronounces the  sentence.
3. Is no t the  law yer who pleads the  case.
4. Is no t th e  ju ry  w hich renders the  verdict.
5. Does not give his opinions and  whim s about the 

m atter.
6. Does no t rep ea t the  rum ors h e  has heard.
7. Does not hesitate to tell the  whole tru th .
8. Does not fear the  outcom e of his testimony.
9. Testifies to  w hat he has personally  experienced

seen, heard, felt. ’
10. Leaves the re su lt of his testim ony w ith  higher 

authorities.

H ere  is a lad w ith  a bone sp lin ter in  his arm. He 
goes to a speciahst who operates, and  reheves the  m onths 
of intense suffering. The lad says: “Doctor, I am  telling 
m y friends about you.” T hat is w itnessing—not judging, 
no t arguing, not pleading, no t repeating  rum ors, not 
giving personal notions, not m erely  displaying (in 
silence) a healed arm , b u t witnessing! H e has had a 
strik ing  a personal experience and he cannot rem ain 
silent.

H ave we had  a v ital personal experience w ith 
C hrist? C an we rem ain  silent about it?  W itnessing is 
bearing fru it for Christ.
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Persistence Pays Off
The national K etail D ry  Goods Association m ade a 

survey of th e  calls th e ir salesm en m ake in  selhng th e ir 
wares. H ere is w hat they  found;

48 percen t of th e  salesm en m ake one caU and  
quit.

25 percen t of th e  salesm en m ake tw o calls and 
quit.

15 percen t of the  salesm en m a k e  th ree  calls 
and quit.

This m eans th a t 88 percen t of th e  salesm en quit 
by the tim e th ey  m ake th a t th ird  call. I t  also says tha t 
only 12 percent m ake m ore th an  th ree  calls on any  one 
prospect. F u rth erm o re  w e are told th a t the  88 percent 
of the  salesm en who w ere th ree-call-qu itters did  only 
20 percen t of the business. Or, p u t i t  ano ther way, 
12 percen t of the  salesm en who kep t on calling did 
80 percent of the  business. The su rvey  discovered no 
high-octane success form ula. Ju s t  “K eep  calling.”

Has the  C hurch found th e  sam e form ula? T here 
are  times w hen w e look w istfully a t the  Sunday school 
register, frow n a t the  m ediocre annual gains (or sham e
fu l losses), and shake o u r heads in  discoiuagem ent 
at b a rren  altars. A re we like th e  three-caU -quitters 
in  God’s holy harvest?

Is your church  train ing  people how  to visit? Jesus 
did (Luke 10). A re  we showing saints how  to harness 
th e  fire of sanctification to the  plow  of h ard  w ork?

A little  lady in  o u r church  inv ited  a yotmg couple 
every w eek for seven years before they  came. B u t they  
came a t last, p rayed  through, and  he is now an  out
standing m inister in  o u r church. P ersistence is the  
payoff.
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The Shame of Secret Discipleship
In  an  early  pasto ra te  in  a sou thern  city one of the 

fine m em bers of m y  congregation came to rep o rt tha t 
he had  foim d ano ther N azarene w here he  w orked. He 
inform ed m e th a t h is new  friend  was a  m em ber of oin: 
F irs t C hurch  of th a t city, and  th a t h e  had  come to 
w ork  on th e  sam e job  w ith  him  some th ree  weeks 
earher. A fte r w orking side by  side w ith  th is new  m an 
eight hours a  day, five days a  w eek for th ree  weeks, 
m y friend  discovered th a t h is new  p artn e r in  the shop 
was a  bom -again  C hristian  and  a  Nazarene.

A t th is  point I  inquired : “Y ou m ean you w orked 
a t th e  sam e bench, rubb ing  elbows w ith  th is m an all 
day  long, for th ree  w eeks before you  discovered th a t 
h e  w as a C hristian?

H e replied  in  th e  affirm ative.
A gain I  w anted  to  know: “D id you find o u t w hat 

s tree t h e  lived on? Was he m arried? D id he have 
any  children? W as he  a D em ocrat?”

M y church-m em ber friend  knew  the  answ er to  all 
these questions, b u t h e  did no t know  about th e  m an’s 
sp iritual condition.

In  desperation I  asked: “If you tw o saved-and-sancti- 
fied N azarenes could w ork  togeA er fo r th ree  w eeks w ith
ou t e ith er finding out th a t th e  o ther knew  God, or 
belonged to th e  chvuch, how  did  th e  secret ever come 
to  h g h t a t a ll?”

“I t  was by  sheer accident,” said m y ch iuch  m ember. 
“H e s ta rted  hm nm ing a tu n e  w hich w e sing a t our 
church. I asked  h im  w here h e  got th a t tim e, and he 
rephed  th a t th ey  sing i t  a t h is church. W hen I asked 
h im  w hich church, and  h e  said “F irs t N azarene,” then
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I told him  I  was a N azarene, too, down on th e  o ther side 
of town, in  B resee C hurch .”

Oh, th e  sham e of secret discipleship! Do the  people 
w here you w ork, o r live, o r a tten d  school know  th a t 
you are  living for C hrist? W ho to ld  them ? W hen?

Ordinary Man—Extraordinary Passion
If A ndrew  ever preached  a sermon, it w as not good 

enough to  get into the Bible. If he ever w rote an  Epistle 
or a Gospel, we do not know  it. If he ever perform ed 
a m iracle w ith  God’s help, no one reported  it. Was 
A ndrew  a failure for God?

H ardly! W hile A ndrew  preached no serm on w orthy 
of scrip tural publication, y e t one of his converts (Sim on 
P eter) p reached  a  serm on a t P entecost w hich resu lted  
in  3,000 converts. So A ndrew  had  a share in  these souls. 
W hile A ndrew  w rote no books of th e  Bible, yet one of 
his converts (Sim on P eter) was the  au tho r of two 
Epistles in th e  New  Testam ent. So A ndrew  will enjoy 
some of th is harvest w ith  P eter. A nd w hile A ndrew  
perform ed no m iracle, yet he in troduced  a lad  to  Jesus, 
and Jesus, blessing the  lad ’s lim ch, w as able to  feed 
5,000. A ndrew  shares in  th is m iracle’s blessing!

So A ndrew  did not fail! I t w ould be m ore accurate 
to  say th a t God’s w ork  w ould have failed—to a certain  
degree—w ithout A ndrew , and  m an of A ndrew ’s type.

Him self the  first choice of C hrist’s tw elve, A ndrew  
was not an  ecclesiastical glam our boy—not even a fast- 
talk ing  prom oter. H e was an  o rd inary  m an w ith  an  
ex traord inary  passion to in troduce m en to  Jesus. A nd 
h e  s tarted  a t home, w ith  his own bro ther. W e need m ore 
A ndrew s w ith  a passion to  p resen t m en to Christ!
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More Calls to Mission Fields
Some years ago our m issionary leaders had  a w aiting 

list of some th ree  h u ndred  apphcants who w anted to 
become missionaries. B u t today  w e have no such backlog. 
We are  h a rd  pressed to  find enough who quahfy. If 
th e  p resen t tren d  w ere to  continue, w e w ould soon 
have a m issionary shortage. W hat can w e do to  capture 
the  h earts  of ou r consecrated yoxmg people w ith  the 
rom ance of th e  m issionary en terprise? T he problem  
has its focal point a t  o u r fam ily a ltars and in  o u r local 
churches. W hat can w e do to get m ore to heed  the 
call to m ission fields?

1. K eep your own h ea rt and  y o u r own children 
so consecrated to God th a t you w ould be pleased, ra th e r 
th an  pained, if God should call one of them  to be a 
missionary.

2. K eep the  challenge of th is divine calhng before 
y o u r children. L et them  know  th a t som ew here God 
has a  place for them  to serve. Do no t call them  on 
your own. C reate  a clim ate w here th ey  can h ea r His 
call.

3. K eep your own fam ily a lta r  aglow w ith  mission
ary  in terest, piety, reverence. L et the  children partic ipate 
in  th e  fam ily altar.

4. K eep a  rom ance in  your m issionary attitude, 
thinking, and  conversation. Instead  of m agnifying the 
low salary, the  hardships, th e  lonehness, and the  ugly 
darkness of heathenism , m agnify th e  divine challenge, 
the  glorious calling, th e  rew arding  harvest, th e  joy  of 
serving C hrist w here souls a re  in  such darkness, yet are 
so hungry.

5. K eep y o u r church  ablaze w ith  th e  “m ust” of 
missions. R ead all th e  m issionary books, a tten d  all the 
m issionary m eetings, give a second (or th ird ) tith e  to
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missions. Testify w ith  a  m issionary zeal. Insp ire your 
pastor to preach  w ith  a m issionary burden . A nd expect 
God to call your you th  to  m issionary service. H e will!

Factors in Fruit Bearing
1. B earing fru it is the  norm al process in  all of life. 

If hfe is healthy, fru it m ay be expected. The farm er 
depends on it w hen he  plants the  seed. God depends on 
this factor of fru it bearing in  H is disciples. H ealthy 
saints b ea r fru it. I t is th e  norm al process for h e a to y  
C hristians to  produce Christians. If th is  is n o t being 
done, th ere  is an  unhealthy  condition prevaihng  in  the  
soul of th e  saint.

2. To bear fru it is to  reproduce in  kind. The farm er 
know s th a t good seed produces good fru it  and inferior 
seed produces inferior fru it. I t  is tru e  in  th e  C hurch  also. 
Vital, victorious C hristians reproduce in  kind. A nd 
careless, prayerless, joyless “sain ts” reproduce in  kind.

3. To bear fru it is to  m ultip ly  in  num ber. The 
farm er p lants 5 bushels of seed to th e  acre, b u t he  
expects 50—or 500—in re tu rn . H e depends on th e  in 
crease to  stay  in  business. F ifty  years ago seventeen 
m en dedicated them selves to  the principles of Com m u
nism. Today one-half the  w orld is dom inated by  this 
atheistic system. H ow m uch has your church  grown 
in th e  past five years? Tw enty  years? F ifty  years?

4. F ru it bearing  is im perative to  survival. Suppose 
ju s t one generation of cattle  should fail to  reproduce; 
th e  species w ould becom e extinct. T h ink  w hat th a t 
w ould do to  our supply of m eat, m ilk, b u tte r, cheese, 
leather. W orse still, if C hristians should stop bearing 
fru it fo r one short generation, C hristian ity  w ould be
come extinct! A re  you bearing  fru it?  H ow  m uch?

59



Your Unknown Partner
I t was Christm astim e, 1934. M y room m ate, George 

G ardner, and I w ere hitchhiking from  college to  con
duct a rev ival for m y b ro th er who was pastor a t Temple, 
Texas. Som ehow we separated  and  George caught a 
ride  to D allas and  I  got one to  F o rt W orth  and on to 
Waco. A t m idnight a hm ousine stopped for me. On 
the  seat w ere cigarettes, a half-em pty flask of hquor, 
and  a revolver. We had  not gone far before the  driver 
pulled up for m ore drinks, then  started  speeding crazily 
and  singing loudly.

It seem ed appropriate  th a t  I try  to im prove the 
situation, so I offered to  drive—^but m y offer was g ra
ciously declined. P a rtly  through  necessity I found 
m yself testifying to the  d ru n k en  stranger a t the  wheel, 
asking such elem entary  questions as: “A re you a C hris
tian ?”

To m y delight he slowed to a crawl, pulled  off the 
pavem ent, and  tu rn ed  th e  key. I t  was one of those 
quiet, crisp nights w ith  fu ll moon stream ing down—a 
good night to pray. A nd p ray  I did, for th a t w as all I 
knew  to do.

“H ave you ever been saved?” I asked.
“I  prom ised m y wife before I left F o rt W orth tha t 

I w ould not touch a drop tonight, and  she is on her 
knees praying for m e righ t now.” His voice broke 
and he bowed over the  steering wheel.

“M aybe we could p ray  too,” I continued. “God can 
answ er y o u r w ife’s p ray e r and deliver you from  this 
aw ful sin.” Soon h e  was weeping loudly—th en  shouting! 
H e th rew  the  flask and the  cigarettes out the  window 
and testified  to  God’s grace, sober as could be.

I  did no t lead him  to C hrist alone. N either did his 
wife. I t took the  both  of us w orking together in  an
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unseen and  unknow n partnersh ip . L ikely few  of us ever 
see people saved w ithou t the  help of another. W e are 
laborers together—w ith  Him!

Hog-killing Time
Hog-killing tim e alw ays filled ou r childish hearts  

w ith  the  excitem ent of th e  unusual, th e  im expected. 
R outine ranch  chores w ere shun ted  aside. N ew  ad
ven tu res beckoned. E xperts a t bu tchering  w ere always 
advertising th e ir abilities, and  novices w ere alw ays offer
ing sage advice. B u t w ork  spoiled it  all! O ne of the 
distasteful tasks usually  assigned to m e was th a t of 
rubbing sugar-cured salt into the  freshly  trim m ed hams. 
H ours on end I w ould p ress th e  brow n grains by  the 
handfuls into the  bu lky  chunks. M y frequen t pauses w ere 
prodded w ith  such advice as: “The salt in  the  bag  will 
never help  the  ham  in  the  smokehouse. . . . R ub the  
salt into the  m eat o r th e  ham  will spoil and the  salt 
w ill lose its saltness.”

A nd we proved i t  m onths la te r  w hen each breakfast 
plate was loaded w ith  b righ t red  slabs of tas ty  ham, 
circled by  halos of re d  ham  g r a v y ,  flanked  by  hot, 
brow n-hacked biscuits and  ribbon  cane syrup.

I recall th a t advice anew  today: “The salt in  the  
bag w ill never help  th e  ham  in  the sm okehouse.”

A nd C hristians w hom  Jesus called salt wiU never 
save the  w orld by  staying shu t aw ay from  th e  world. 
God did not design th a t the  C hurch  should rem ain  behind 
closed doors, as was th e  case before Pentecost, b u t th a t 
the  C hurch  should pene tra te  the  w orld  and  save it, 
as was the  case a t Pentecost and  beyond. This w ill be  ou r 
finest h o u r if we w ill penetrate , as did Paul, L u ther, 
Wesley. W ith salty  saints it is pene tra te  or perish.
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Bottled Up or Poured Out?
L et’s suppose th a t w hen the  H oly S pirit came on 

the  D ay of Pentecost th e  120 stayed a w hile longer in  
th e  U pper Room. M atthew  led  them  in  a popcorn testi
m ony meeting. Jo h n  led them  in singing a few snappy 
choruses. Jam es m ade some announcem ents. A ndrew  
sang a solo. Thom as took th e  collection—m aybe two 
of them . P e te r  preached th a t m asterfu l message re 
corded in  Acts 2. T hen  Ph ilip  dismissed them , saying, 
“Everyone come back  nex t S im day and  we will do this 
all over again.” T hen they  all w ent home, w orked a 
w eek and w ere back n ex t Sunday.

W hat w ould have happened? T he C hurch  of Jesus 
C hrist w ould have been  stillborn. Pentecost w ould have 
been a p itifu l failure.

A ctually  w ha t did happen w as th a t th ey  took th e ir 
service to  th e  people. Som ew here about the  m iddle of 
Acts 2:4, the  120 got ou t of th a t U pper Room and 
w ent down into th e  stree ts  of Jerusa lem  to continue 
th e ir singing, testifying, preaching, rejoicing. Three 
thousand  w ere saved! How could 3,000 have been saved 
if th ey  had  stayed in  th e  U pper Room? T he n ex t tim e 
the  secretary  reported  ano ther 5,000 had  been converted. 
T hen th e  C hurch  began to  grow! The revival spread 
like a p ra irie  fire in  a  high wind.

W henever th e  C hurch  has observed this pattern , 
she has m ade progress. W herever she has changed it, 
she has failed. If th e  people a re  no t coming to w here 
th e  church  services are—th en  le t’s tak e  th e  church 
services to  w here th e  people are.

The gospel m ust be poured  ou t all w eek ra th e r 
th an  bottled  up  on Sundays. O u r neighbors a re  lost! 
L e t’s take  the  good new s to  them —m an-to-m an and 
house-to-house. If we do, we wiU w in them . If w e do 
not, w e will lose ourselves.

62



6
I . . .  will 
heal their 

land.
II C hron. 7:14

When 
a Nation 
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A Prayer for Our National Leaders
God, bless the leader of our nation  today.

Bless h im  w ith  courage to face his adversaries. 
M ay he  n o t cross sw ords over p e tty  differences while 
gigantic issues are  th u s avoided. M ay h e  have rock- 
ribbed  convictions of in tegrity , honesty, responsibility. 
Give him  an  in n e r tallness th a t will no t stoop to  the 
low level of h ttle  m en w ith  shriveled souls. Teach 
him  w hen to say yes and no. H elp him  no t to be 
sw ayed by  expediency. D ehver him  from  his friends w ith  
whom  he m ust oft disagree to keep in  step w ith  Thy will. 
A nd w hen his choicest advisers fail, m ay he find in 
Thee an  unfaihng  Guide.

Bless him  daily w ith  fresh wisdom from  Thine 
altars. M ay he see the  u tte r  folly of leaning on his 
own wisdom  and  understanding. W ilt Thou reveal to 
him  Thy will in  m atte rs  great and trivial. G ran t him  
th e  good sense to ask  for Thy help. Be pleased to  give 
him  a  ready  insight into the  problem s stacked before 
him. Give him  a clear view of du ty—and a delight in 
perform ing it.

Bless him  w ith  renew ed streng th  for recurring  re 
sponsibilities. W hen m yriad  tasks clam or for h is a tten 
tion, m ay his shoulders be strong to bear the  burdens 
of h is high office. M ay his han d  on the  p ilot wheel 
be steady as he guides our ship of state  th rough  heavy 
seas of political upheaval, th e  th reaten ing  storm  of atomic 
annihilation, the  h idden  rocks of economic ru in .

Bless him  w ith  a calm  sense of personal forgiveness 
and  the  fullness of Thy Holy Spirit. M ake him  a t once 
a  servan t of God and of th e  people. M ake him  a channel 
of T hy blessings to all nations.

In  th e  w orthy  nam e of C hrist we pray. Amen.
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The Intoxicated Cat
Jac k  B arron  tells the  sto ry  of a m an  who played 

a  trick  on his cat by  m ixing w hiskey w ith  th e  m ilk 
in  the  saucer. The cat began to  dance around  like mad, 
stagger in  circles, and  finally  fell in  a heap  in  the  Corner 
and w ent to sleep. Soon th e  cat began to  lose his 
hair. H e acted  w eird ly  and  looked a fright. Someone 
w rote th e  new spaper a le tte r  about the  affair and the  
le tte r was published. Soon le tte rs  from  everyw here 
began pouring in, condemning th e  m an for h is inhum an 
trea tm en t of dum b anim als. R eaders denounced the 
ow ner of the intoxicated cat w ith  suggestions of cruel 
punishm ent for a  cruel m an who fed liquor to  h is cat. 
Give an  anim al h q u o r and  you a re  considered cruel. 
B ut give a m an liquor and you are  considered sophis
ticated. L et an  anim al stagger, reel, ac t foolish, fall in  
a d runken  stupor and  im m ediately aroused readers from 
coast to coast how l in  protest. B u t le t a m an stagger, 
reel, act foohsh, fall in  a d ru n k en  stupor, and  w e sim ply 
ignore it. We condem n the  m an w ho gives liquor to  his 
cat, b u t we vote fo r the  m an who legalizes th e  sale of 
liquor to  y o u r son and daughter. W e w rite  le tte rs  to 
com plain abou t someone offering liquor to  an  anim al, 
b u t we offer it  to o u r children th rough  th e  magazines, 
on the  billboards, in  th e  new spapers, and  in  mile-long 
le tte rs  in  th e  sky. I t  is not fit fo r your ca t b u t it 
is ju st the th ing  for y o u r son and  daughter!

How crazy can w e get? W hen w ill th e  good people, 
the  sane people, the  ord inary  people u n tie  th e ir  tongues 
about this senseless corruption  of our fine youth? W hen 
w ill you begin your personal crusade to  vo te ou t th e  w ets 
and  close up  the stills and  sober u p  th e  w orld  before it 
is too late? I  have already begun! W ill you join m e?

65



The Cycles of CiviUzation
T he highw ays of hum an  h isto ry  a re  c lu ttered  w ith 

th e  w reckage of civilizations. T hey have flourished, 
decayed, died, and  th e ir  em pty carcasses—punctuating 
th e  past—are om inous w arnings to  th e  present. I t  has 
been  suggested th a t civilizations rise  and  fall in  a  set 
cycle of eight steps:

1. F rom  bondage to sp iritual fa ith
2. F rom  sp iritual fa ith  to coxirage
3. F rom  courage to  lib erty
4. F rom  liberty  to  abundance
5. F rom  abundance to  selfishness
6. F rom  selfishness to  apathy
7. F rom  apathy  to dependency
8. F ro m  dependency to  bondage again

In  th e  case of A m erican civilization it was the 
firs t step  w hich caused h e r forefathers in  E urope to  look 
from  th e ir  fe tte rs to  A m erica w ith  sp iritual faith. In  step 
tw o we see th e ir  courage to  bu ild  a  strong society in  the 
eighteenth  century. S tep  th ree  p ictures th e  h b erty  this 
coimage produced. S tep  fou r depicts a hun d red  years of 
abundance. S tep  five portrays th e  self-centeredness afte r 
W orld W ar I. S tep six points ou t the apathy  w hich set 
in  on th e  heels of W orld W ar II, ushering th e  Am erican 
people now in to  step  seven: an  increasing dependence 
upon a growing, centralized w elfare governm ent w hich 
th is apathy  has allowed. A ccording to  history, w hen 
th is seventh  step  has ru n  its  b rie f course, A m erica will 
gradually—^then suddenly—^plunge into th e  fa ta l eighth 
step: bondage. This is a lready  apparen t in  the curbing 
of certain  basic freedom s w hich w ill u ltim ately  lead into 
subjection and  slavery.

R eform ation is im perative—^but impossible unless 
based on transform ation. W hen a  nation  is sick because
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of sin in  the  heart, it m ust be  healed b y  sp iritual rev ival 
in  th e  heart. O nly genuine repentance can save A m er
ica—o r any o ther nation  on earth . O u r hope is in  God!

National Repentance
This slogan appeared  on an  outdoor bu lle tin  board  

on a church  law n some tim e ago:
“In  case of atom ic w ar this church  w ill b e  open for 

prayer. However, i t  w ill be  too la te  then , so w hy n o t 
come nex t Sxmday?”

W hat w ould you do if you  h ea rd  on yomr radio  
th a t your city was th e  ta rg e t fo r an  atom  bom b already  
launched halfw ay around  th e  w orld  w hich w ould blast 
you to e tern ity  in  ten  m inutes? T hree places w ould 
im m ediately be jam m ed w ith  people: (1) th e  highw ays 
choked w ith  cars try in g  to  get away; (2) th e  cellars 
cram m ed w ith  people seeking shelter from  th e  blast, 
and (3) the  churches packed w ith  people try ing  to  pray .

L et us sincerely hope th a t th is  n ev er happens! In 
deed, it w ill n o t happen if oiu* nation  and  o u r w orld 
will kneel before God now and  repent, and  beg H is 
forgiveness—^much as we w ould do if we knew  w e had  
ten  m inutes to  hve.

W hat a w onderful spectacle it  w ould be  to see o u r 
nation  on its knees o u t of p u re  love for God and  His 
work! W hat a joy it w ould b e  to  h ea r oiur national 
leader call u s  to p ray er daily, and  set th e  exam ple l^ fo re  
us! To know  th a t our legislators have an  old-fashioned 
p ray er m eeting before w ork  each m orning! To dis
cover th a t each local official kneels for p ray er each day! 
To find th a t each school, club, labor union, and  business 
establishm ent prays a t th e  beginning of th e  day! Is any
th ing m ore im portan t th an  national repentance today?
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The Price Tags of Peace
W ars are  m ore expensive these days. Someone has 

suggested th a t in  C aesar’s  day  i t  cost abou t 75c to kill 
a m an in  w ar. Spears w ere no t expensive. B y Napol
eon’s tim e the  price had  gone u p  to about $3,000 per 
corpse on the  battlefield. In  the  Civil W ar th e  cost 
clim bed to $5,000. In  W orld W ar I the body-count cost 
soared to $21,000, and  in  W orld W ar II  th e  figure stood 
a t $50,000 p e r m an killed in  battle. How m uch wiU 
it  cost to  k ill a m an in  th e  th ird  w orld w ar?  Some 
estim ates a re  a  m illion dollars; some two m i l l i o n .  
M aybe it  will be a h ttle  cheaper on a wholesale basis. 
C ities come “cheaper by  th e  dozen.” A nd w hile we are 
figuring the  cost of killing, rem em ber th a t m oney is not 
th e  only costly th ing  about fighting. W ar is expensive.

Peace, how ever, is m ore expensive—in a subtle sort 
of way. T he price tags of peace m ust include:

1. A  grass-roots rev ival of p rayer, Bible reading. 
S abbath  observance, church loyalty, honesty, and  all 
o ther sp iritual values. Peace begins in  ou r ow n hearts.

2. A  renew al of th e  fam ily altar, the  fam ily circle, 
th e  fam ily life. P aren ta l au th o rity  u n d er God m ust 
clim b back into the saddle. T he C hristian  hom e m ust 
replace the  pagan home. Peace begins in  o u r own homes.

3. A  local church  v itality  w hich will m ake religion 
v ibrant, church  loyalty  spontaneous, personal evangehsm  
custom ary. Peace begins in  o u r own local churches.

4. A  preaching w hich annoys complacency, dis
tu rb s  sm ners, arouses a com m unity conscience, and 
challenges all to th e  holy  way. Peace begins in  our 
pulpits.

5. A  surging, aw akening sp irit am ong the  masses 
w hich dem ands justice, m akes law m akers trem ble, urges 
action on th e  p a r t of officials, cleans aw ay social evils,
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and spreads th e  message of fu ll salvation to  the  u tte r 
m ost p a rts  of the globe. Peace m ust clean u p  the 
hom e base first.

Of course peace is m ore expensive th an  w ar, because 
its  price tags cannot be paid w ith  money. M oney cannot 
buy  some things: hke  peace.

Barleycorns Bill of Rights
Is it right to shoot a m ad dog because he gives 

his disease to  one person, yet to license “respectable” 
saloonkeepers to sell th e  “disease” of alcohohsm  to 
millions?

Is it right for th e  sta te  to  license a liquo r store, 
and  th en  p u t the  m an  in  ja il fo r drinking legal liquor?

Is it right to  sell a m an a legal d rink  w hich causes 
him  to m u rd er his b ro ther, and th en  p u t him  in  the  
gas cham ber for doing it?

Is it right to legaBze the  sale of intoxicants w hich 
m ake crim inals and paupers, and  th en  tax  ourselves to 
take  care of the  w retched society w hich th ey  produce?

Is it right to advertise  and encourage drim kenness 
a t a tim e w hen about one-half of th e  autom obile ac
cidents are alcohol-related?

Is it right to  w aste a billion pounds of gra in  to 
produce alcohohc beverages w hile a billion people in 
the  w orld are hungry  for th a t grain?

Is it right to  beg the  public for m oney to fight the  
diseases of cancer, h ea rt trouble, and  tuberculosis, and 
a t the  sam e tim e sell a m ore deadly “disease” of d runk- 
eimess in  a falsely advertised  package?

Is it right to ask  God’s protections on o u r hom es 
and our family, and  th en  vote S atan ’s curses of alcohol 
into our hom es to  w reck  them ?
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A Killer Is Loose in Our Town!
A  k ille r is loose in  our town! H e w alks the  streets 

by  day and by  night. No policem an dares lock a  hand
cuff on him. No one has courage to sw ear ou t a w arran t 
for his arrest.

This k ille r is a sly one. H e does not w ear a  mask. 
H e carries no gun  o r switchblade. Y et I read  every 
week headhne stories telling ghastly  horro rs of h is fresh, 
bloody crimes.

W orse still, th is k ille r is a respectable businessm an 
in  o u r com m unity. H e drives a  long, expensive car 
and  byes in  a  m ansion and has a fa t ban k  account. I 
pass his place of business every  day—several tim es some 
days—and see him  th rough  the  window. H e is big and 
handsom e and  jolly. Lots of custom ers come to see him. 
T hey come often. Old wom en and  young people trade 
there. S harp  dressers and  bum s buy  his wares. I  see 
teen-agers and even little  children  hanging aroim d the 
entrance, laughing a t his jokes.

This k ille r hides behind  th e  law. H is business is 
stric tly  legal. The voters pro tect him . The sta te  legisla
tu re  protects him. The C onstitu tion of th e  nation pro
tects him —swaggering m u rd e re r th a t h e  is! B u t the 
Holy Bible has outlaw ed him , and  God in  heaven has 
a lready  condem ned h im  to a speedy and divine justice 
fo r his crim es—even as h isto ry  curses him  w ithout mercy.

This killer, you see, is th e  liquor dealer in  our 
town, w ith  his vast m urder-m achine killing people for 
money. H is victim s are  dying and  dead all about us. 
Some I  have bu ried  already. O thers I  shall b u ry  to 
m orrow . W ill h e  en te r your hom e fo r his n ex t victim ? 
O r m ine? I hope not, b u t h e  m ay. H e wiU if he can. 
Shall w e w ait u n til th en  to  s ta rt fighting back? N ot I.
I am  in  th e  fight righ t now! W ill you  jo in  m e? Now?
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It's Not Too Late—Yet
W hile Thom as Jefferson  w as w riting  th e  D eclara

tion of Independence, E dw ard  G ibbon w as w riting  The 
Decline and Fall of ike Roman Empire. T he nation  th a t 
was being bo rn  was being w arned, lest th e  A m ericans ^ e  
as th e  Rom ans died. The h isto rian’s account of the  nation 
th a t died fifteen h im dred  years ago reads like last n igh t’s 
new spaper. H ere  a re  h is five reasons fo r th e  death  of 
the  Rom an Em pire;

1. T heir rap id  increase of divorce
2. T heir constant increase of taxation
3. T heir m ad craze for p leasure
4. T heir build ing of gigantic arm am ents
5. T heir dow ngrading of v ital religion

W ith a heritage th a t Rom e never had, A m ericans 
a re  b lindly tak ing  th e  same tragic steps to  th e  same 
u ltim ate oblivion. L iberalized divorce law s un d ercu t the 
dignity and sanctity  of th e  home, the  basic u n it of 
strength. Legalized adu ltery  is still adu ltery  though 
glam orized by  Hollywood and  th e  m oral-trash  stands.

T axation w ithout represen ta tion  once m ade A m eri
cans fighting m ad, b u t now people w illingly w ork  to  the  
m iddle of M ay each year ju s t to  pay th e ir taxes, before 
they  s ta rt w orking for them selves. W ere th e  Rom ans 
ever as p leasure-bent as th e  A m ericans are? Indeed, 
the  cu rren t craze of the free  w orld  is seen in  its  fascina
tion of base perversions, bum per-to-bvunper weekends, 
m adness for the  grid iron and  th e  arena and  th e  track  
and  the diamond, th e  spree w ith  th e  bo ttle  and the  
dice and  the  dope and  th e  film.

Do these things no t even w arn  us? A larm  us? A re 
A m erica and  o ther freedom -loving nations im m une?

M ay God give us wisdom  to see th a t o u r fiercest 
enem y is th e  enem y w ithin; sin. W hen nations down-
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grade Jesus C hrist and outlaw  p ray er and  m ake fim  of 
the  Bible and rep lace v ita l religion w ith  shallow so
phistication, th ere  is tragedy  ahead. L et th e  A m erican 
people—and  all th e  o ther peoples of all the  o ther 
nations—repen t and  tu rn  back  to God. I t  is no t too 
late—^yet!

Etching Our Epitaph
In  his book Civilizdtion on Trial, the h istorian 

A rnold  Toynbee traces the rise  and  fall of tw enty-one 
civilizations preceding ours, n ineteen of w hich have 
destroyed them selves w ith  atheism , m aterialism , social
ism, and  alcoholism. As civilization No. 22, we would 
do well to take a long look in  o u r looking glass.

A theism  is th e  doctrine w hich already  dom inates 
about half of the  people of the  w orld im der the Red 
flag. M any of th e  o ther half in  free lands are practical 
athiests also.

M aterialism  is the  n a tu ra l child of atheism  and the 
u n n a tu ra l offspring of a decaying orthodoxy. W hen 
th in p  are  in  the  saddle, e ternal verities a re  in  the  hang
m an’s noose. P leasure-in toxicated  and dollar-happy, we 
have tram pled  tru th  as n ineteen  dead civilizations have 
done.

Socialism, the  fine a r t of kidding ourselves into 
to talitarianism , has us by  th e  th roa t—the knife of ir 
responsible governm ent ready  fo r the  kill

Alcoholism, already  o u r greatest social stench, is 
responsible fo r o u r brim stone sea of trouble, sorrow , 
waste, and  death. O ur only excuse fo r intoxicants is 
P ro fit w ith  a capital P.

L e t’s stop etching o u r epitaph, and  fall on our 
faces in  repentance before God says: **It is enough.”
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Fletcher Clarke Spruce
Superintendent, New England District 
Church of the Nazarene

D uring the  last eight years, th rough  his w riting 
of the golden tex t fea tu re  in Standard, Rev. 
F le tcher Spruce has become know n as a m aster 
of the  dynam ic phrase. The form at calls for 
stric t economy of w ords and he has adapted 
him self to th is lim itation wijth a sty le th a t is 
d irect and hard-h itting—m ore like a rifle shot 
than  a shotgun blast.

Of such is th is small volum e m ade up. We 
invite you inside, b u t open w ith  care! One 
of these p ithy  screeds m ay be aim ed at you!


